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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

In our hurried lives, it's easy to fall into
routines that leave little room for heartfelt
connections. We go about our days, thinking
there will always be more time to share a laugh,
mend a misunderstanding, or express
appreciation. But one of life's hard truths is that
time is fleeting, and too often, we only fully
realize someone's worth when it's too late.
Therefore let's love the person when he/she is
alive, not after death. How many times have we
seen people pouring out their love, admiration,
and regrets only after someone has passed?
Eulogies are filled with the words left unspoken
in life, and tributes abound in social media posts,
flowers, and candlelight vigils. While these
gestures can be healing for those left behind,
they often come too late for the person who
needed to hear those words the most. Grief is a
powerful motivator for reflection, but it also
reveals a poignant truth: love is best given in the
here and now. Someone has rightly said, “Don't
come to my funeral to show how much you cared
about me. Show how much you care about me
now, while I'm alive.”

When we love someone fully during their
life, we honor the relationship in ways that
matter. A heartfelt conversation, a simple “I love
you,” or a hug goes much further than grand
gestures after someone is gone. Showing up for
the people we care about—through everyday
acts of kindness and attention—allows us to
deepen our connections. Listening, forgiving,
and simply being present can make someone feel
valued, understood, and cherished. This kind of
love builds memories that sustain us when the
person is no longer physically present, creating a
legacy of kindness and warmth rather than
regret.

Moreover, loving people fully while they
are alive also means accepting their
imperfections. When someone passes, it's casy

to overlook their flaws and elevate their
memory, creating an idealized version of who
they were. Yet, real love is about seeing a
person's entirety, imperfections and all, and
embracing them without waiting for the clarity
that loss often brings. Loving someone fully in
life is a gift we give to them, but it is also a gift to
ourselves. It brings us peace, knowing that we
expressed our love freely and fully. We carry
fewer “what ifs” and less unfinished business,
and we're left with a profound sense of closure
and gratitude. So, let us take this reminder to
heart. Let us appreciate our loved ones not just
with words, but with actions, and not just in
special moments, but in everyday life. Love
fully and express it boldly, without waiting for
“someday.”

- Fr. Santhosh Francis

Editor
Fr. Martin Mangal 08/11/1955
Fr. Joachim Coelho 13/11/1934
Fr. Joseph Crasta 19/11/1979
Fr. G. Francis 23/11/1970
Fr. Nithin Maria 25/11/1993
Fr. Sijin Paul 30/11/1991

Oremus Pro Invicem
(Let us pray for each other)

2P Fr. Joachim Nazareth  15/11/1993
ar Fr. Peter Bariyawal 30/11/1993
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“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Every year on 2nd November, we remember all those who have gone before us to their
eternal reward. They have contributed to a great deal to make our life meaningful, happy and fruitful.
We look to the past and gratefully acknowledge all we owe them; we look at the present and identify
the lessons that we should learn from them and the challenges they pose for us. We look to the future
with hope when God's will that no one be lost, is brought to fulfillment. What is God's will for us?
Rather what is our life's goal?

There are many things in life which are dear to us, the things that are very important to us are
the very things that we least understand or do not understand at all. Life is very dear to us; but we
really do not know what life is. Love and happiness are very important to us and yet we really do not
understand what love and happiness mean. Above all, God is very important to us; and what do we
know of God? Who is God to us?

Life remains something unknown to us. A mysterious darkness, a cloud, enshrouds all
human existence. We begin to know life, or rather we begin to experience something of life only when
we realize and accept that we do not know what it is. We begin to experience something of God only
when we realize that we do not know God at all.

God can be understood and experienced not really when everything goes well and according
to our plans, not in the midst of success and not in the midst of miracles. As we know from Gospels,
when Jesus worked miracles and those who experienced miracles proclaimed him Messiah, Jesus
said to them, to this effect — Now, do not say it out, because now you do not really understand what
you are saying. You will understand it and will be able to say it meaningfully only when I die on the
cross. If you are able to proclaim your faith at the time of my death, that will be real thing.

Areal experience of God is offered to us when we are weak, when we are deprived, when we
are bereaved, when we meet with failures, when we are confused, when we are in very difticult
situations, when we are at the end of the tunnel and cannot see light any more. Such a situation is the
time of God experience. Such a situation is the apt time to make real act of faith. The centurion,
standing at the foot of the cross, experiencing the excruciating sufferings and death of Jesus,
experiencing the darkest hour of history, was able to recognize the presence of God in Jesus and was
able to proclaim his faith saying, “Truly, he was the Son of God.”

The day of the commemoration of All Souls is not a day of mourning, but rather is a day of
thanksgiving and hope. On this day we think of all our departed brothers and sisters with gratitude.
We express or solidarity with them and concern for them and we experience their solidarity with us.
Celebrating the feast of All Saints, we experienced our communion with saints, some of whom are
members of our own families, friends and companions with whom we lived. We are moved and
challenged by their exemplary lives, by the sacrifices they made for us and the life of faith they
communicated to us. While we are aware as human beings, they also have made mistakes in life, and
have committed sins, we know that God in his goodness and mercy, forgive them of their sins.

With this hopeful conviction, we pray for those departed souls, who are still in the state of
purification, we call this state of purification Purgatory. In Purgatory we experience the unique love

“Faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.” (DCE, 28a)
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God has shown us in Jesus, which as St. Paul tells us, has been poured into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit. And the proof of that love is that Jesus died for us when we were sinners. Our hearts yearn to
respond to that love. We want to be one with God and also one with our brothers and sisters. We see
how we turn away from God and others through our pride, selfishness, indifference, prejudices,
mistrust and fears. The longing to be with God and with others, the desire to be detached from self'is
both the pain and healing of Purgatory.

As the souls in Purgatory cannot help themselves, they need the help of those on earth to set
them free. When those on earth pray for their beloved departed, they are not magically set free. Like
persons in a prison, those in Purgatory stretch out looking for help to be filled with love from those on
earth.

Prayers made in love make the departed beautiful, whole and loving. When those on earth
lovingly remember the dead they ask God to pour His love into their hearts. Love alone heals. God's
love enters the hearts of the dead to heal them from their sinfulness. Gradually purified, they become
one with God. As Jesus tells us in the Gospel, they will understand and experience in depth the love of
the Father and Son for them. In our Catholic tradition, we offer masses for our beloved departed.
Again, the Mass does not magically release them. In each Eucharist, Jesus offers to the Father His
eternal sacrificial love for all the living and all the dead. In the Eucharist we become one with Jesus by
surrendering ourselves to Him in love. To live the Eucharist is the best way of helping out the
departed. It directs the love of Jesus along with our love towards the suffering in Purgatory. So to
spend our life in the service of others, especially the needy is a meaningful way of living the
Eucharistic sacrifice. With this in mind, doing charitable deeds for the needy is an effective way of
helping the departed souls.

It were my soul's desire
To see the face of God
It were my soul's desire
To rest in his abode.

This still my souls desire
Whatever life afford

T gain my soul's desire
And see thy face, O Lord.

il me) Progremume [ Schecis 2024)

01.11.24 01:00 pm | Annual Clergy Retreat ends.

02.11.24 04:00 pm | All Souls Day —Hoy Mass at the Cemetery, Adarsh Nagar — Ajmer.

Feast of St. Martin of Tours Patron Saint of St. Martin’s Church,

05:00 pm Bhawanikhera.

10.11.24

09:00 pm | Departure to Allahabad.

11.11.24 05:00 pm | Agra Regional Bishops’ Meeting, Bishop’s House Allahabad.

“The command of love of neighbour is inscribed by the Creator in man's very nature.” (DCE, 31)
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jllime Progremime [ Schecis 2022)

12.11.24 09:00 am | ARBC meeting Bishop’s House Allahabad.

ARBC & ARPC & Agra Regional Religious meeting, Nav Sadhana,

13" & 14™ | 09:00 am X
Varanasi.

Animation Program in Preparation for Jubilee 2025, Naventha, Pastoral

tskillo2r] Py i Centre, Madar — Ajmer.

Thanksgiving Eucharist — Silver Jubilee of Fr. James T. M. St. Thomas

16.11.24 05:00 pm Church Mansarovar, Jaipur.

Thanksgiving Sacrifice — Golden Jubilee of Most Rev. Albert D’Souza,

Lrllr 05:00 pm Archbishop Emeritus of Agra, Cathedral, Agra.

20.11.24 05:00 pm | Annual Cultural Evening, St. Paul’s Sr. Sec. School, Beawar.

07:30 am | Solemnity of Christ the King, Holy Mass, IC Cathedra Ajmer.

24.11.24
03:30 pm | Corpus Christi Procession, Ajmer

27.11.24 06:30 pm | A meeting of the Canonization Committee, Bishop’s House, Ajmer.

29.11.24 05:00 pm | Annual Cultural Evening, St. Paul’s Sr. Sec. School, Ajmer.

30.11.24 01:00 pm | Annual Sports, St. Anselm’s Sr. Sec. School, Ajmer.

+ Oswald J. Lewis
Apostolic Administrator
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“Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.” (DCE, 28a)
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“In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.” (DCE, 35)
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Golden Jubilee
Celebration

A Jubilee is a time to recall, rejoice, and
thank God for the innumerable blessings He
has showered upon us. With God's grace, the
Golden Jubilee celebration of the religious
profession of Sr. Maris, Sr. Aruna, Sr.
Delphi, Sr. Jesuina, and Sr. Jessie took place
on October 3 2024, at Christ Raja Ashram,
Madar, Ajmer. The theme of the celebration
was "Rejoice with Gratitude." This day
was truly memorable for each of us as we
reflected on the manifold blessings and
favours of God with gratitude and renewed
our commitment.

The Holy Eucharist began with a grand
procession featuring dancing and singing to
welcome and adore Jesus, our Lord and
master. As soon as the procession entered the
chapel, the choir sang a melodious entrance
hymn. His Excellency Rt. Rev. Oswald
Lewis, the Apostolic Administrator of
Ajmer Diocese along with Rt. Rev. Peter
Karadi of Jhabua Diocese and Rt. Rev.
Ignatius Menezes, Bishop Emeritus and 55
priests, solemnized the Holy Eucharist.

Family members of the jubilarians
graced this golden occasion, adding much
delight to our celebrations. The chapel was

— e siraTee g9
ENIGIREARRIRCT

tastefully decorated by the Mother House
community. The melodious choir, led by Sr.
Antonitta, Sr. Morina, Mr. John Christopher,
and their team, enhanced the devotion and
created a prayerful atmosphere. The jubilee
celebration included felicitations, welcome
dance, jubilee dance, cake cutting, and
heartfelt compliments for the jubilarians.

We thank God Almighty for
journeying with us in every step of our lives,
leading and guiding us throughout these
fifty years. We express our gratitude to Rev.
Mother Joicy, the Mother House
community, the Bishops, Priests, Sisters,
and well-wishers for your prayerful support,
good wishes, and valuable presence on this
occasion.

- PSA Jubilarians

“Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently needed.” (DCE, 36)

November 2024
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FIRST
PROFESSION PSA

Acray of hope for the suffering humanity

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me,because
he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor'.Lk.4/18".

September 8, 2024, was indeed a day of
gladness and rejoicing for the Prabhudasi
Sisters, especially for the five of us novices who
committed ourselves to the Lord by receiving
our first profession. It was a marvellous and
much-anticipated day, marking the realization of
our dream. Our formation years allowed us to
engage in deep prayer and reflection, helping us
discern our vocation more profoundly.

The seed of faith planted at the beginning
of our formation bore fruit on September 8§,
when we wholeheartedly accepted Jesus as our
life partner. By pronouncing the vows of
chastity, poverty, and obedience in the presence
of our Superior General, we embraced this
sacred commitment.

The occasion became even more special as
our family members and the sisters of our
congregation joined us to double our joy,
making this day truly remarkable. Rt. Rev.
Oswald J. Lewis, the Apostolic Administrator of
the Ajmer Diocese, along with Rt. Rev. Ignatius
Menezes, Bishop Emeritus, and other priests,

celebrated the Holy Eucharist. In his homily, he
shared a beautiful message about knowing the
purpose and plan of God for our lives. We are
called to fulfill God's plan in our lives.

Our theme, "A Ray of Hope for Suffering
Humanity," reminded us that we are called to be
a ray of hope in a suffering world, shining the
light of Christ's love and compassion in the
world we inhabit. We pray that the Good Lord
grants us the necessary graces to continue
sharing Christ with the world, carrying out God's
mission and following in the footsteps of our
beloved founder, Bishop Fortunatus Henry
Caumont, Servant of God.

We are grateful to dear Rev.Mother Joicy,
Provincials, Regional Superiors, Fr. Peter
Vellam, formators, each member of our
Congregation, our parents and well-wishers who
helped, guided and prayed for us to reach up to
this long awaited day and commit ourselves
fully to God.

Seminary Day
St. Theresa's Minor
Seminary

“The greatness of love lies not in doing
extraordinary things, but in doing ordinary
things with extraordinary love.” - St. Theresa of
the Child Jesus. Guided by this profound truth,
our Seminary Day began, a day filled with
reflection, learning, and spiritual growth.

The 1st of October was indeed a day of
immense joy and happiness for the entire
Theresian family as we celebrated the feast day
of our heavenly patron, St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus. Every year, we eagerly await this special
day, which comes only once a year. The dawn
began with a Holy Hour, thanking God for the
day, surrendering all our activities to the Triune
God, and seeking blessings for the day ahead.
The brothers were filled with energy from
morning until evening, and we were warmly

“The State may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee religious freedom and harmony between the followers of different religions.” (DCE, 28a)
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greeted by our neighboring communities.

It was a great day of honor for us as we
were graced by the presence of three bishops;
Bishop Oswald Lewis, Bishop Ignatius Menezes
and our special guest of the day, Bishop Peter
Kharadi, the Bishop of Jhabua. The Feast Day
Mass was presided over by Rt. Rev. Peter
Kharadi as the main celebrant, with co-
celebrants Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis, Rev.
Bishop Ignatius Menezes and several priests of
the diocese.

Following the Eucharist, we enjoyed a
rejuvenating cultural evening. The program
began with a grand stage opening of musical
instruments with the theme Jubilee Year 2025,
followed by a beautiful prayer dance. A
seminary report was then presented by Bro.
Alan, the Vice-Beadle of the seminary. The
rector delivered an official address of welcome
to the dignitaries.

Pope Francis stated in his letter
announcing the Jubilee 2025 with the theme
“The Pilgrims of Hope.” Our brothers staged a
beautiful play titled “The Dream,” recounts the
Old Testament story of Joseph, aligning with the
jubilee year's theme. Bishop Peter Kharadi and
Bishop Oswald Lewis addressed the gathering
and congratulated the Seminarians for their
wonderful performance.

Finally, the brothers rocked the stage with
their dancing steps; a program dedicated to
Mother India on the occasion of the Jubilee

2025. The celebration ended with a rendition of
the Seminary Anthem, after which everyone
shared a fellowship meal. The entire seminary
participated wholeheartedly, making the
celebration both meaningful and memorable. All
who attended the event expressed their
appreciation for our efforts. We thank the Lord
for His many blessings upon us, through the
intercession of our heavenly patroness. St.
Theresa of Child Jesus - Pray for us!

- Bro. Anurag Bagrawat

Granny's Stories
Peter walks on water

“Granny, look at this painting I made. How
isit?”

“Lovely! Did you draw and paint these
mountains and the lake?”

“Yes Granny,” nodded little Amelia with
pride.

“And this boat near the lake? Who made
it?”

“This red boat?” Amelia queried pointing
toit. “I madeit.”

“Hmm... Nice. You're becoming quite an
artist, I must say. This really looks good,”
Granny smiled at her affectionately.

“Really? Thank you, Granny. I've been a
good girl today. I've finished all my homework
and even made this painting. Haven't [?”

“Yes... yes...” Granny agreed and nodded
solemnly, wondering where this was going.

“Yippee! Now you must tell me a story,”
Amelia jumped and clapped excitedly.

Granny laughed at the little girl and
marvelled at her little ways to worm a story out
ofher.

The grandmother cleared her throat and
said seriously, “But isn't it too early for a story?
We've not had dinner as yet?”’

“God's passionate love for his people... is so great that it turns God against himself, his love against his justice.” (DCE, 10)

November 2024
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“Well... sometimes we can have a story
before dinner. Today dinner will be a little late.
Mummy is preparing potato cutlets... the ones
with the mince stuffing inside. So, you can tell
me a story while we wait otherwise, I'll feel
hungry. And, don't tell me a story about food,”
Amelia said pulling a stool closer to her
grandmother's chair.

Granny laughed as she lovingly caressed
the girl's head.

“Alright... So, I'll tell you a story about a
lake and boat. You know St. Peter? Yes? I'll tell
you his story.”

“Yes!” Amelia looked at grandmother
cagerly.

“Now Mia dear, Jesus had fed all those
people on the mountainside.
Remember... I told you about

the five loaves and two
fishes?”

“Yes, and mummy tried
to make that kind of barley loaf
but it didn't taste yummy to

2

me.

“Hmm... So, after that
Jesus sent all those people and
his disciples away. He, himself
went higher into the mountains
to pray. When He had finished it was quite late.
His disciples who had taken their boat to reach
the other side of the lake were still rowing
through the waters. It wasn't easy because there
was a strong breeze blowing.”

“Granny, they didn't have a motor boat? It
takes so long to row with those sticks...
Hmm...What are they called? Amelia tried to
remember.

“Oars... They're called oars. No, Mia. In
those days there were no motor boats. These
disciples were poor fishermen, simple people.
Very simple!”

“Ohh... Alright. Then what happened?”

“It would be dawn soon so it was very
dark. I'm sure you've heard that just before dawn
it gets really dark? Yes? So... It was pitch dark
and, in the darkness, when they turned to look,
they saw Jesus walking on the water towards
them.”

“Jesus could walk on the lake, Granny? On
water?”

“Yes Mia. He is the Son of God,” Granny
smiled at her.

“That's true, Granny. He can do anything.
He great and mighty!”

“Yes, dear... But the disciples... Do you
know what they thought?” Granny asked with a
laugh.

“What?”” Amelia asked with curiosity.

“They thought Jesus was
a ghost and they began to
tremble and scream in fear.”

“What?” Amelia
sounded incredulous.

“Yes! So, Jesus called
out to them and told them not
to be afraid. That it was just
Him. But Peter... Peter said
loudly that if He was Jesus, He
should call him to walk with
Him on the water.”

“Then? Jesus scolded him?”

“No, Mia dear. In fact, Jesus told him,
'Come!' And, Peter got out of the boat and started

walking towards Jesus on the water of the
lake...”

“... Granny! Seriously? Peter could walk
on the water like Jesus? But how?”

“Yes, Mia. Peter walked on the water only
as long as he didn't look down. But the moment
he looked down and paid attention to the strong
winds and the waves, he began to sink. At that
time, he called out to Jesus for help.”

“And, Jesus helped him.”

“I cannot possess Christ just for myself; | can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own.” (DCE, 14)
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“Peter cried, 'Lord, help me!" Jesus
reached out and caught his hand and said, "You of
little faith, why did you doubt?' And then, Jesus
helped him into the boat and got in too. At that
very moment the wind calmed down. Everyone
in the boat fell on their knees and worshipped
Jesus.” Granny said with a smile.

“Granny why did Peter begin to drown?”
Amelia asked seriously, a frown creasing her
small forehead.

“Hmm... that's a very interesting question,
Mia,” Granny said leaning back in her chair.
“You see, the moment Peter removed his eyes
from Jesus and looked at the rough waves, fear
entered his heart and he began to sink.”

“Granny...” little Amelia looked at her
grandmother in confusion.

“Amelia, my dear. It's all about our trust in
Jesus. See, in life the problems we face are like
those winds and the waves in the lake. There's so
much of disturbance, we feel sad and upset. And,
don't forget it's dark all around. At times like this
when we see Jesus and only keep trusting Him in
spite of the noise around us, He will not let us
fall,” Granny said looking at her granddaughter
solemnly.

“That means... whenever we're in trouble
we should believe in Jesus. Right, Granny?”

“Right, my little Amelia. You're a clever
girl! I'm so proud of you,” Granny said bending
forward to fondly hug the girl who squealed
happily.

“Granny, shall we go and see if dinner is
ready? My stomach is feeling hungry,” Amelia
said standing up from her stool and looking at
her grandmother innocently. “Or we can wait...
ifyou tell me another story.”

“You naughty girl!” laughed her
grandmother rising from the chair with a groan.
“Let's go into the dining room.”

- Elvira Fernandez

BIG TRUTHS FOR LITTLE KIDS
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“In the saints one thing becomes clear: those who draw near to God do not withdraw from men, but rather become truly close to them.” (DCE, 42)
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)7 S 9) g First Holy Communion is a profound and
) fa=miT <) EEll transformative experience in the Catholic faith,

!:lﬁ"{[ AR AN marking a deeper union with Christ and the
10. 3 T FE b N Church. Confirmation, on the other hand is a

ISR Pl INGIPR HYd & A 7D vital Sacrament that completes the process of
%mw@%eﬁ?q?mmaﬁﬂn? initiation into the Christian community,

31) RIerTTet & Ueer empowering individuals to actively live out their
3) 31 Forfaa faith and participate in the Church's mission.
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lla (te 2 On October 13, 2024, the Immaculate
®n (9 Conception Cathedral, Ajmer was filled with jo
(21l P J Joy
b1s2 (b s as it celebrated a significant milestone in the
3 (v lives of its youth. Seventeen children
=L e i strengthened the grace of their baptism through
EAS bk Ale [phd (2 € the Sacrament of Confirmation, while seven
lbhie lbhe (8 2 others joyfully received the Risen Lord for the
by NS (58 1 first time in the Sacrament of First Holy

SHE[ MS NV Communion.
The atmosphere was devout, serene, and
- Sr. Reena MSA  graceful, with soft hymns echoing throughout
the cathedral, enhancing the sacredness of the
occasion. Family members participated in their
children's faith journey by encouraging daily
catechism, confession, preparatory practices,
and the celebration of the solemn Holy
Eucharist. The altar, beautifully adorned with
flowers and candles, added to the sense of

“We need to build a just social order in which all receive their share of the world's goods and no longer have to depend on charity.” (DCE, 26)
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holiness.

The Holy Eucharist was presided over by
Rt. Rev. Oswald Lewis, the Apostolic
Administrator of the Diocese. His warm
presence and inspiring homily resonated the
congregation, emphasizing the importance of
these sacraments in nurturing a deep-rooted
belief and commitment to living out the Gospel
in daily life.

As the children approached the altar, their
faces reflected a mix of excitement and
reverence, while the congregation supported
them with prayers. Each Confirmation
candidate, anointed with the sacred oil of chrism
experienced the strengthening of the Holy Spirit.
The First Holy Communion recipients cherished
the joy of receiving Jesus in the Eucharist for the
first time.

Following the conferral of the sacraments,
a joyous get-together took place. Families and
friends mingled, sharing in the happiness of the
day. Laughter and smiles filled the gathering as
children dressed in traditional white garments
expressed their joy. Delectable treats and
refreshments were shared, fostering a sense of
unity and celebration among all. This solemn
occasion not only contributed to the children's
spiritual growth but also reinforced the bonds of
the parish community, reminding everyone of
their shared mission to nurture and support one
another in faith.
- Fr. Neil Jeevan | Asst. Parish Priest

Youth Retreat

Karunalaya Ashram

From October 11th to 13th, 2024, a youth
retreat was held at Karunalaya Ashram, attended
by 35 participants, including youth from the
Diocese of Jaipur and the young formees of the
MSA Congregation. The retreat, guided by the
theme “Christ is Alive,” was conducted under
the spiritual leadership of Fr. Joban, Sr. Vinaya,
and Brother Piyush.

Over the course of three days, the
participants were deeply engaged in sessions of
prayer, reflection, and praise, which led to
profound spiritual growth and inner healing.
Focus was also placed on addressing the sins and
challenges of the present times with an emphasis
on the need for transformation in the lives of the
participants. They were encouraged to reflect on
how Christ's presence can bring about this
change, urging them to turn away from sin and
embrace a life of holiness.

The retreat offered the opportunity for
participants to confess their sins and seek
guidance for their lives through counselling
sessions, allowing many to experience a sense of
peace, forgiveness, and clarity.

Fr. Joban's insightful talks, Sr. Vinaya's
gentle encouragement, and Brother Piyush's
dynamic sessions contributed significantly to
the success of the retreat. The retreat concluded
with an anointing session, where the participants
experienced the powerful presence of the Holy
Spirit, bringing them spiritual strength and deep
healing. Many returned home spiritually
rejuvenated, with a renewed sense of purpose
and faith.

- Sr Supriya MSA
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“The one who serves does not consider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation at the moment may be.” (DCE, 35)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)

November 2024

@alling

PAGE 15



o1 T P b A aRIT & T & ot
3TTR #3117 |

gz fas o & mar g &1 85 »s feAl
¥ ZOIR AT| I & Te—der § BAR
TG f9ery TR S SIFaTe g &l 99
® P §R W Ucell RRIfed BLAAET
URel BT & Hewl §RT b Qax d
AITUOT ®R  wWrTd fear war| |
oottariral = |7 @Y S &7 WrTd foar |
39 B SURIT @A O gIRT IR oTs] 3fh
Brefl SN F9 AGR B gretd] § gaAfoord
AT ARTH BT AT YT HR SAdT MRarg
oI | 39 & SR A= &3l 9 o gY
QI ®I AUSE! & AT @R Sl 7 AT
gferar fid fdhar | 39 SR AER Ueell &
10 Tl BT GoIDHROT ARBR 41 (AT 137 |

e gfee a9 B & SR
RISRT AT a7l & A1 =l o URepAT el
8U Sofd BT IMre fhar | R
qTele] # ARSI AT ARIH Pl de W)
J3T IR GRHHT & T ST IRIAR Jd §IRT
31aTg b 778 | IR IR T Widasd Areldl
I AT AT | I el AT H JISR] AT b
Uied We UR AT ARIH @& AT IR FAT
3| 39 & IW Yool GRIfRT 7 faem
Tl S BT el IR ey urefer & forg
3 b | 51 & gzard e w@mi i
DI T g Wl Forg Ty e=rare Uit fan
T |

ST aNIaR qU §RT Yeel! & 10 gl
& fUsel |t 1091, 9 121 drS, JAaricy,
fewarr a1 f$it # 70 wfoera a1 sav erfda®
3 U gV forEd Ueell ¥ 3 Rer o
oA B, @ 90T uF 9 Ffa o e
AT fohar 1T | 31T H 41 Bl &vgdTe &
rer Ol WISt & forg i3 fovar am |

— 3T Wforad

d1e T1Ed 3fia«
ATTHT

(e & fiell <1Ed )

gY@ NS T TAR QIS 3fIid
UguUl, ge—ahcls, Pled [aHoH, gaare 4
STty uRdc d Telael arfer &i Refer Yt
g ga! g | e aRom faft= g &
JMYETY I 3T, 91, 31T &d THI, IfeTh
Iu1, 3T | BTeAfR | 3 A8 7 3T UHR
b U ST | FHART AT 831 | SR
® Bo &5 H d6 o YAl Ybld fawman
ST &g BR 418 U 9 AN IR 8 1Y |

9 GRReIfT Bl <d gy fazm — aR.
. SLFATST Al GRRAT ISTHR AT BT AGE
@ AT oMY oIE | gRT |RIToT 9 99
T @1 & I dard @i off & erofl,
gRI g IS BT UR ¥ Fdl 550 FAFET 918
Wifsd uRaRT # ¥ 399 uRaRf @7 15 3R 16
TR DI Ted AR B faaRoT febar w7 |

Rred Yl faaRer # g e A
e (RTE™ aTTer, <1, =1ad, del, FrTes,
IR ) F@eedl foe (RTaH qred], 771, 9%,
I, ATy, Aeies), USd) 3R Ueey
fre O (ARuifem foRuTer, Feavam,
AICH ATex) eFREw) afferd off, sa®
affaRad dmor e e & fog <a

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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MT. ABU DEANERY

Sacrament of
Confirmation at Qur Lady
of Lourdes Church, Falna

'"The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of Wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of Counsel and Might the spirit of
knowledge and the Fear of the Lord.' (Is 11:2)

4" of September 2024 was a special day for
the faithful of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Falna
as one of its members received the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The solemn Eucharistic
Celebration was marked by deep spiritual
devotion and joy.

The main celebrant was Most. Rev. Joseph
Kallarackal, the Bishop of Jaipur. In his homily
he highlighted the importance of receiving the
Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
He reaffirmed that persecution and adversities

should not weaken one's faith in the Lord rather
strengthen it. The melodious hymns sung by the
choir added more colours and set the mood of a
devotional ambience.

Priests and religious from the
neighbouring parishes were also present for the
celebration. The recipient of the sacrament,
Blessy Baby, also expressed her gratitude for the
special day. The celebration of the day was
concluded with a fellowship meal.

The faithful departed with delightment in
their hearts and renewed faith. Let us all pray
that our loving God may continue to bless us all
with firm faith and unwavering devotion.

- Sr. Sangeetha Mary

JODHPUR DEANERY

Feast of St. Theresa
Church, Jodhpur

"Remember that nothing is small in the
eyes of God. Do all that you do with love." - St.
Theresa of Lisieux

On September 29, 2024, the parishioners
of St. Theresa, Jodhpur joyfully celebrated the
feast of their patron saint with great enthusiasm
and careful preparation. In honor of St. Theresa,
the festivities began nine days prior with a
novena. The church grounds were beautifully
adorned, creating a sacred and festive
atmosphere.

The celebration was graced by the
presence of the Most Rev. Oswald J. Lewis, the
apostolic administrator of the Ajmer diocese,
accompanied by Fr. Aubert Carvalho, our parish
priest, and eight other priests. Bishop Oswald
Lewis honored St. Theresa by garlanding her
statue.

Mrs. Reena Phulwari welcomed the
congregation and provided a brief introduction
to the life of our patroness. Special prayers were
offered, asking for blessings on all who

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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gathered. The choir's harmonious hymns
enhanced the joy of the occasion.

In his sermon, Bishop Oswald highlighted
the life of St. Theresa of Lisieux, encouraging
the congregation to lead a life of prayer, noting
that even small acts of devotion can bring us
closer to God. He also reflected on the day's
readings.

Mrs. Ruby Francis extended a vote of
thanks to the bishop, the priests, the sisters, and
all parishioners for their participation. As a
gesture of gratitude, Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis
and the priests were presented with gifts.

This year marked the introduction of the
K.M. Devasia Memorial Award, presented by
Mrs. Alekutty Devasia, w/o late K.M. Devasia.
This award, which included a memento,
certificate, and cash prize of Rs. 3,000, was
given to Ms. Rachel Kujur (Class X) and Arin
Jacob (Class X11).

Additionally, the John Fernandes
Academic Excellence Award, presented by Mr.
Deepak Fernandes with a certificate and a cash
prize of Rs. 2,500, was awarded to Ms. Michelle
Fernandez (Class XII Humanities). The parish
also recognized students who achieved 60% and
above in Class X and XII, as well as in
undergraduate and postgraduate programs, with
appreciation certificates.

Under the guidance of our parish priest, Fr.
Aubert Carvalho, the feast day was truly
memorable. The celebration concluded with a
delicious lunch, leaving everyone in high spirits.

- Nehal Sarah Varghese

St. Theresa, Jodhpur

“O Queen ofthe Holy Rosary, O bless us as
we pray, and offer thee our roses in garlands day
by day.”

This is a special month for the parishioners
of St. Theresa, Jodhpur. Each home of the

Parishioners is covered by three groups, praying
the Rosary together for the Family and for each
Family in the Zone. We have six zones in our
Parish and the leaders of the three groups contact
the families in the two zones assigned to them.
Except for extraordinary reasons Rosary is
prayed in each home with special intentions
offered for the home in which the Rosary is
prayed and also for all the families gathered as
well as all the families in the zone.

“How nice it is to gather and pray the
Rosary in each home. It brings togetherness and
friendship” say most of the Parishioners. “When
Mary is there with us what do we lack.” “We
want this to happen each year.”

Each family prepared a little altar with a
statue or picture of Mother Mary garlanded and
candles lit to give Mother Mary the pride of
place during the Rosary. We are confident that
Mother Mary will assist us in this life and reward
us in the life to come in our eternal home.

“We gather to thine honour buds white and
red and gold.”
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“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)

PAGE 18

@alling

November 2024




fISIdT &I qREPR gRT GG fhar T
IR Fd WRIeT T 2024 & faoidT |d ufg®
qIS B SIBI THY THTAT fhar a7 7 9r8v
W TER GRITRAT BT AT TR fHam 1 |

AT & QR 918 Aplcid BRI B
AT BT 1T 9 9 918 Rifed gRT
G WR AENY o1 T | A e & 9
Yool larRidl @ QIR &1 HIo &1 Aol
febam w1 |

A Framret = fAeerqRT ueell # g2l
anfe oil &1 wdy far T ® 9 S 34
SEEZRINENACUIRCI NGRS

AR 11 13 2024 ISTHR GHITT
ERT BICT H I B¥e g WIT [T BT TS
fpar a1 da MEd el ¥ 39 gdd
gt = g9 AT foram @ 14 wicrnfrarel #
I o R A e ueel! Bl A
Uoell "I AR I URY 3 & IR @l
SIPT THR T foham T |

o [N
— Xillecl dlsdlded

‘ASTITVA'

The Youth Fest and Sports
Meet 2024

The Youth Fest and Sports Meet 2024,
'Astitva', was held at St. Paul's School, Mala
Road, Kota. The joyful event began with Holy
Mass. Fr. Nelson, the main celebrant,
admonished the youth to remain rooted in
Christ, to become the 'Aroma of Christ,' so that
their identity emerges from Christ alone. In the
inaugural of 'Astitva,’ a warm welcome and
felicitation were given to fathers and youth
animators. Fr. Nelson, Fr. Martin, and Fr.
Santhosh officially declared the Youth Fest and

Sports Meet 'Astitva’ open. Fr. Santhosh, in his
keynote address, enabled the youth to reflect
upon their identity as disciples of Christ.

He encouraged the young minds not to
settle down with the minimum in life but to focus
on higher goals to work in establishing their
identity as vibrant Christians, working towards
spreading God's kingdom.

The Youth Fest 'Astitva’ was a great
success, with around 250 youth participating
from different parishes of the Ajmer Diocese.
There was something for everyone. 'Astitva’ was
bigger and better than ever, with a diverse range
of activities catering to various interests of
different individuals. It was a time for
connecting with others, exhibiting talents, and
celebrating the creative minds of each
participant. It was an event that included both
sports and cultural competitions. The budding
youth of our diocese mentioned that they
enjoyed the fest to the fullest. They were
enthusiastic, and the energy level was at its
zenith. The activities of the Youth Fest helped
them to overcome their fear of performing, make
new friends, and become part of a group. It
helped them face their fears, find new friends,
and fit in with the crowd.

The final day of the fest began with a
thanksgiving mass. Fr. Martin was the main
celebrant. He invited the youth to live a value-
based Christian life, to sacrifice worldly
pleasures, to take up the daily cross, and to walk

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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in the footsteps of Christ. Fr. Crasta, in his
homily, enlightened the youth to remain
steadfast in their faith even amidst the
adversities of life, as young people are the NOW
of the Catholic Church. He quoted Pope Francis,
“Dear young people, do not be afraid of making
decisive choices in life. Have faith; the Lord will
not abandon you!” The Holy Mass was followed
by a prize distribution. The vibrant youth of our
diocese gave a rhythmic applause as the names
of the winners were announced. The hall was a
sea of smiles, as both the winners and the
audience shared in the joy of the moment. St.
Michael's Church, Suket, received the Best
Parish Award of 2024 in the Youth Fest.

I'would like to pen down my special thanks
to Fr. Martin and Fr. Sijin for providing us with
the best facilities, such as the hall, various game
fields, sports equipment, delicious food, etc.
Thank you, Fr. Santhosh, Fr. Niranjan, Sr.
Brynet, and the entire DEXCO team for all their
tireless efforts and wholehearted support to the
youth of the Ajmer Diocese. The Youth Fest and
Sports Meet 'Astitva’ concluded with a quote
from Pope Francis, “Youth is for taking risks,
good risks, risks full of hope. It is meant to be
staked on great things. Youth is meant to be
given away, to help others to know the Lord.
Don't keep your youth to yourselves: get out
there!”

- Muskan Rawat
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A Tribute of Love to Our Dear Sister Flavia

“Be Faithful until death and I will give you the crown of life.” (Rev. 2.10)

In the tender embrace of sombre skies, we
gather today to bid farewell to a soul whose
radiant light has graced our world. As we stand
amidst the gentle whispers of sorrow, let us take
solace in the memories that blossom like
fragrant petals in the garden of our hearts.

Annie Thonnamakal, daughter of Joseph
and Mary was born on 7" December, 1935 in
Thodupuza, Kerala. She was the
only daughter, the other
two siblings being
sons. Being convinced
that she had a call to
religious life, young
Annie joined the Pre-

Novitiate of the MSA in
1959 and made her first
profession on 13" January
1963 when she received the
name Sr. Flavia. Sister
made her final vows in
1968 after which she was
sent for her teacher's
training to Jodhpur.

As a teacher Sr. Flavia spent 24
long years in the Rawat and Bhil mission centres
of Ajmer and Jhabua Dioceses. In her teaching
career Sr. Flavia gave her best to the students
catering to their all-round development. She was
kind and compassionate to all. She had a cordial
relationship with her staff and the parents. Sister
was a true Missionary at heart, she went around
the villages visiting families, meeting people
and evangelized all those she came in contact
with by her endearing ways. She cherished fond
memories of her life in the Mission.

Our Dear Sister Flavia lovingly &
faithfully served in our Communities at Kota,
Bikaner, Mother House, Parbatpura, Meerut,
Ranapur, Bhagor, Bhawanikhera, Hathikhera,
Siwan Heerapura, Gagwana, Provincial House,

Venappara and Sophia College from where she
was transferred to Snchalaya, St. Francis
Provincial House, Ajmer.

Sister Flavia's leadership qualities and
sense of responsibility was best seen when
served as Superior in our Communities at
Bhagor, Bhawanikhera, Hathikhera & Siwan.

After her retirement, Sister served as a
member of the Evangelization Team with Sr
Vinaya that lent their services at

Burari, Delhi. After a year
sister opted to spent her
time at Karunalaya
Ashram, Gagwana
supporting the work of
evangelization by prayer of
intercession.

Sister celebrated the

Golden Jubilee of her

profession in 2013 and

Dimond in 2024. Due to

ill health, Sr. Flavia

was shifted to the

Provincial House,

Ajmer in 2020. From

then onwards, she spent a quiet

life spending long hours before the Blessed

Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel where she

found her solace, refuge and strength. Sister was

very joyful and loving when people visited her.

She also cared for her companion sisters at

Snehalaya. She used to say the Rosary at the

bedside of those who were helpless, cheering the
lonely and doing little act of kindness.

Sister Flavia being a heart patient
developed breathing difficulty and sister was
shifted to St. Francis Hospital on 24" October.
Her condition deteriorated and she was put on
Oxygen and the Sacrament of the sick was
administered to her. She felt better and

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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communicated with all those who visited her. In

the early hours of 31" October morning sister

took a serious turn and at 6.05 a.m. winged her

flight to heaven where she is now, experiePcing
th

the joys of eternal life. Sister was in the 89" year
ofher life and 61" year of her Religious Life.

We express our gratitude to the doctors,
Sisters, Nurses and Healthcare workers at St.
Francis Hospital, Ajmer who lovingly took care
of Sr. Flavia.

The funeral service was held on 1"
November, 2024 in the Chapel of St. Francis
Provincial House, Ajmer at 4.00 pm. We thank
Bishop Emeritus Ignatius Menezes and Bishop
Oswal Lewis the Apostolic Administrator of
Ajmer Diocese for officiating at the Eucharist
along with the Priests for the repose of the soul of
Sr. Flavia.

- MSA family
St. Francis Province, Ajmer
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— 1. g, froaw,

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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AROGYA MATA FEAST, ST. JOSEPH PARISH, PARBATPURA

OUR LADY OF HOLY ROSARY CHURCH FEAST, MADAR

FIRST PROFESSION, PSA

YOUTH RETREAT AT KARUNALAYA ASHRAM, AJMER
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