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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

At the inaugural Eucharist of the 36th
plenary assembly of the CCBI, the Apostolic
Nuncio said, "Dear Bishops, do not be just fans
of Jesus. Be His disciples." During the inaugural
prayer service for the world's most powerful
leader, MaryAnn Edgar Budde, a female bishop
of the Episcopal Church in Washington,
demonstrated how to speak truth to power with
prophetic boldness from the heart of the gospel,
without fire and brimstone, but with gentleness,
tenderness, and passion. This unique example
inspires all lovers of humanity who fight against
the forces of totalitarianism. The fervor of that
Christian message is evident in the way Bishop
MaryAnn, who led the national prayer service
for the inauguration of the new U.S. president at
the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.,
pleaded with President Trump, "in the name of
God, to have mercy on the people who are
terrified in this country." At the end of the
sermon, the nearly two-minute-long 'petition’
not only disturbed President Trump, First Lady
Melania, Vice President J.D. Vance, and his wife
Usha Vance, who were in the front row of the
cathedral, but also the ' MAGA' (Make America
Great Again) activists who believe in Trump's
divine mission to restore America's greatness.

Bishop MaryAnn's words reflected her
deep concern for humanity: “Finally, Mr.
President, millions of people have placed their
trust in you. As you told the nation the other day,
you have been touched by the miraculous care of
a loving God. I implore you in the name of our
God to have mercy on the people who are afraid
in our country today. There are gay and
transgender children in the families of
Democrats, Republicans, and independents.
Many are facing life-threatening conditions.”
“Those who harvest our crops, those who work
in our chicken farms and meatpacking plants,
those who clean our office complexes, those
who wash our dishes when we leave the

restaurants, those who work the night shifts in
hospitals — they may not be citizens, they may
not have the necessary documents, but the vast
majority of immigrants are not criminals. They
are taxpayers, they are good neighbors, they are
members of the faith who attend our churches,
mosques, synagogues, gurdwaras, and temples.
I implore you, Mr. President, to have mercy on
the children in our community who are terrified
that their parents will be taken away. To have
mercy on those who have come here seeking
solace and compassion from the war and
persecution in their own country. Our God
teaches us to show mercy to strangers, because
we were all strangers in this country once."

Although he did not express his anger in
real-time, President Trump took to his Truth
Social media platform at midnight to slam
Bishop MaryAnn, labeling her a "left-wing,
anti-Trump who calls herself a bishop. Her
speech had a bad tone, and was not at all
engaging or inspiring. She dragged her church
into politics in a shameless manner. Apart from
the inappropriate statements, her ministry itself
was very boring. She does not know how to do
her job well. She and her church should
apologize to the public.”

Mike Collins, a Georgia Republican
member of the U.S. House of Representatives
from Trump's 'Make America Great Again'
(MAGA) movement, shared the bishop's speech
on the X platform and wrote: "The person giving
this speech should be put on the deportation list."

MaryAnn Edgar Budde, who served as
rector of St. John's Episcopal Church in
Minneapolis for eighteen years, was elected the
ninth bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Washington in 2011. In 2020, as nationwide
Black Lives Matter protests erupted following
the death of George Floyd, a 46-year-old black
man, in police custody in Minneapolis, Bishop
MaryAnn wrote in the New York Times
criticizing Trump, who had ordered tear gas to
disperse protesters shouting for social justice in

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: "I am not my own; | have given myself to Jesus. He must be my only love."
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Lafayette Square near the White House in
Washington, D.C. The Episcopal Church's
website describes Bishop MaryAnn as standing
for justice on issues such as racial equality,
preventing gun violence, immigration reform,
LGBTQ+ inclusion, and stewardship of
creation.

In India, we too have bishops who dine
with their political allies instead of courageously

addressing the profound issues plaguing the
nation, particularly those affecting our Christian
brethren. Are they neglecting or evading the
prophetic role of Christ in their lives? How many
more Manipur-like tragedies must Christians
endure? Are they bereft of the necessary
fortitude? May we all find the fortitude to speak
truth to power.
- Fr. Santhosh Francis
Editor

Apostolic Penitentiary
Decree on the Granting of the Indulgence

“Now the time has come for a new Jubilee, when once more the Holy Door will be flung open
to invite everyone to an intense experience of the love of God” (Spes non confundit, 6). In the Bull
announcing the Ordinary Jubilee 0f 2025, at a moment in history in which “heedless of the horrors of
the past, humanity is confronting yet another ordeal, as many peoples are prey to brutality and
violence” (Spes non confundit, 8), the Holy Father calls on all Christians to become pilgrims of hope.
This is a virtue which must be sourced above all in the grace of God and in the fullness of His mercy. It
is to be rediscovered in the signs of the times, which, encompassing “the yearning of human hearts in
need of God's saving presence, ought to become signs of hope” (Spes non confundit, 7).

Previously, in the Bull announcing the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy in 2015, Pope Francis
underlined how the Indulgence acquired “an even more important meaning” in that context
(Misericordiae vultus, 22), since God's mercy becomes the “indulgence on the part of the Father who,
through the Bride of Christ, his Church, reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him or her from every
residue left by the consequences of sin” (ibid.). Similarly, now the Holy Father declares that the gift
ofthe Indulgence “is a way of discovering the unlimited nature of God's mercy. Not by chance, for the
ancients, the terms 'mercy' and 'indulgence' were interchangeable, as expressions of the fullness of
God's forgiveness, which knows no bounds” (Spes non confundit, 23). The Indulgence, therefore, is a
Jubilee grace.

And so, also during the Ordinary Jubilee of 2025, by will of the Supreme Pontiff, this 'Court
of Mercy', which is responsible for all that concerns the granting and use of indulgences, wishing to
encourage the souls of the faithful and nourish the pious desire to obtain the Indulgence seen as a gift
of grace specific to each Holy Year, establishes the following indications, so that the faithful may take
advantage of the “norms for obtaining and rendering spiritually fruitful the practice of the Jubilee
indulgence” (Spes non confundit, 23).

During the Ordinary Jubilee of 2025, all others Indulgences previously granted remain in
force. All the faithful, who are truly repentant and free from any affection for sin (cf. Enchiridion
Indulgentiarum, IV ed.,norm. 20, § 1), who are moved by a spirit of charity and who, during the Holy
Year, purified through the sacrament of penance and refreshed by Holy Communion, pray for the
intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, will be able to obtain from the treasury of the Church a plenary
indulgence, with remission and forgiveness of all their sins, which can be applied in suffrage to the

Saint Louis de Montfort: "The more we honor the Blessed Virgin, the more we honor Jesus Christ."
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souls in Purgatory in the following ways:
i.- Pilgrimages

The faithful, pilgrims of hope, will be able to obtain the Jubilee Indulgence granted by the
Holy Father ifthey undertake a pious pilgrimage:

to any sacred Jubilee site: by devoutly participating in Holy Mass (where the liturgical
norms allow for it, the Mass of the Jubilee might fruitfully be chosen, or one of the Votive Masses: for
Reconciliation, for the Remission of Sins, for the Promotion of Charity or to Foster Harmony); a
ritual Mass for the conferral of the sacraments of Christian Initiation or the Anointing of the Sick; or
any of the following: a celebration of the Word of God; the Liturgy of the Hours (office of readings,
lauds, vespers); the Via Crucis; the Marian Rosary; the recitation of the Akathist hymn; a penitential
celebration, which ends with the individual confessions of the penitents, as established in the Rite of
Penance (formI1);

in Rome: by visiting at least one of the four Major Papal Basilicas: St. Peter's in the Vatican,
the Archbasilica of the Holy Saviour (St John Lateran's), Saint Mary Major's, and St. Paul's Outside
the Walls;

in the Holy Land: by visiting at least one of the three basilicas: the Basilica of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem, or the Basilica of the Annunciation
in Nazareth;

in other ecclesiastical areas: by visiting the Cathedral or other church or sacred place
designated by the local Ordinary. Bishops will take into account the needs of the faithful as well as the
opportunity to reinforce the concept of pilgrimage with all its symbolic significance, so as to manifest
the great need for conversion and reconciliation;

ii.- Pious visits to sacred places

Likewise, the faithful can obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if, individually or in a group, they
devoutly visit any Jubilee site and there, for a suitable period of time, engage in Eucharistic adoration
and meditation, concluding with the Our Father, the Profession of Faith in any legitimate form, and
invocations to Mary, the Mother of God, so that in this Holy Year everyone “will come to know the
closeness of Mary, the most affectionate of mothers, who never abandons her children” (Spes non
confundit, 24).

During the Jubilee Year, in addition to the aforementioned places of pilgrimage, the
following sacred places may also be visited under the same conditions:

in Rome: the Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem, the Basilica of St Lawrence Outside the
Walls (commonly known as St Lawrence at the Verano), the Basilica of St Sebastian, (the traditional
visit to “the seven Churches of Rome”, so close to the heart of St Philip Neri is also highly
recommended), the Sanctuary of Divine Love (the 'Divino Amore'), the Church of the Holy Spirit in
Sassia, the Church of St Paul at the Tre Fontane, (the site of the Martyrdom of the Apostle), the
Roman Catacombs; the churches of the Jubilee Pathways dedicated respectively to the [fer
Europaeum and to the Female Patrons of Europe and Doctors of the Church (the Basilica of Santa
Maria sopra Minerva, and the churches of St Brigid at Campo de' Fiori, Santa Maria della Vittoria,
Trinita dei Monti, the Basilica of Saint Cecilia in Trastevere, and the Basilica of Sant'Augustine in
Campo Marzio);

Saint Dominic: "Arm yourself with prayer rather than a sword; wear humility rather than fine clothes."
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in other places in the world.: the two Minor Papal Basilicas in Assisi — those of St Francis
and Our Lady of the Angels; the Pontifical Basilicas of Our Lady of Loreto, Our Lady of Pompeii, and
St Anthony in Padua; any minor basilica, cathedral church, co-cathedral church, Marian sanctuary,
any distinguished collegiate church or sanctuary designated by the diocesan bishop or Eparchy for
the benefit of the faithful, and national or international sanctuaries, “sacred places of welcome and
privileged spaces for the rebirth of hope” (Spes non confundit, 24), as indicated by Episcopal
Conferences.

The faithful who are truly repentant of sin but who cannot participate in the various solemn
celebrations, pilgrimages and pious visits for serious reasons (especially cloistered nuns and monks,
but also the elderly, the sick, prisoners, and those who, through their work in hospitals or other care
facilities, provide continuous service to the sick), can obtain the Jubilee Indulgence, under the same
conditions if, united in spirit with the faithful taking part in person, (especially when the words of the
Supreme Pontiff or the diocesan Bishop are transmitted through the various means of
communication), they recite the Our Father, the Profession of Faith in any approved form, and other
prayers in conformity with the objectives of the Holy Year, in their homes or wherever they are
confined (e.g. in the chapel of the monastery, hospital, nursing home, prison...) offering up their
sufferings or the hardships of their lives;

iii. — Works of mercy and penance

In addition, the faithful will be able to obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if, with a devout spirit,
they participate in popular missions, spiritual exercises, or formation activities on the documents of
the Second Vatican Council and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, held in a church or other
suitable place, according to the Holy Father.

Despite the rule that only one plenary indulgence can be obtained per day (cf. Enchiridion
Indulgentiarum, IV ed.,norm. 18, § 1), the faithful who have carried out an act of charity on behalf of
the souls in Purgatory, if they receive Holy Communion a second time that day, can obtain the plenary
indulgence twice on the same day, applicable only to the deceased (this must take place within a
Eucharistic celebration; see can. 917 and the Pontifical Commission for the authentic interpretation
of'the CIC, Responsa ad dubia, 1, 11 July 1984). Through this double act, a praiseworthy exercise of
supernatural charity is carried out, through that bond by which the faithful still journeying on this
earth are united in the mystical Body of Christ, with those who have already completed their journey,
by virtue of the fact that “the Jubilee indulgence, thanks to the power of prayer, is intended in a
particular way for those who have gone before us, so that they may obtain full mercy” (Spes non
confundit, 22).

In a special way “during the Holy Year, we are called to be tangible signs of hope for those of
our brothers and sisters who experience hardships of any kind” (Spes non confundit, 10). Therefore,
the Indulgence is also linked to certain works of mercy and penance, which bear witness to the
conversion undertaken. The faithful, following the example and mandate of Christ, are encouraged to
carry out works of charity or mercy more frequently, especially in the service of those brothers and
sisters who are burdened by various needs. More especially, they should rediscover these “corporal
works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger,
heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead” (Misericordiae vultus, 15) and rediscover also
“the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners,
comfort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and
the dead” (ibid.).

Saint John Bosco: "Run, jump, shout, but do not sin."
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In this way, the faithful will be able to obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if they visit, for an
appropriate amount of time, their brothers and sisters who are in need or in difficulty (the sick,
prisoners, lonely elderly people, disabled people...), in a sense making a pilgrimage to Christ present
in them (cf. Mt 25, 34-36) according to the usual spiritual, sacramental and prayer conditions. The
faithful can repeat these visits throughout the Holy Year, even daily, acquiring a plenary indulgence
each time.

The Jubilee Plenary Indulgence can also be obtained through initiatives that put into
practice, in a concrete and generous way, the spirit of penance which is, in a sense, the soul of the
Jubilee. In particular the penitential nature of Friday can be rediscovered through abstaining, in a
spirit of penance, at least for one day of the week from futile distractions (real but also virtual
distractions, for example, the use of the media and/or social networks), from superfluous
consumption (for example by fasting or practising abstinence according to the general norms of the
Church and the indications of the Bishops), as well as by donating a proportionate sum of money to
the poor; by supporting works of a religious or social nature, especially in support of the defence and
protection of life in all its phases, but also by supporting the quality of life of abandoned children,
young people in difficulty, the needy or lonely elderly people, or migrants from various countries
“who leave their homelands behind in search of a better life for themselves and for their families”
(Spes non confundlit, 13); it can also be obtained by dedicating a reasonable portion of one's free time
to voluntary activities that are of service to the community or to other similar forms of personal
commitment.

All diocesan bishops and eparchs and those who are equivalent to them in law, on the most
appropriate day of this jubilee period, on the occasion of the main celebration in the cathedral and in
the individual jubilee churches, may impart the Papal Blessing with the attached plenary indulgence,
obtainable by all the faithful who receive this Blessing under the usual conditions.

In order to facilitate access to the sacrament of Penance and the obtaining of divine
forgiveness through the 'Power of the Keys', local Ordinaries are invited to grant to the Canons and
Priests, who in the Cathedrals and Churches specially designated for the Holy Year, hear the
confessions of the faithful, the faculties limited to the internal forum for the faithful of the Eastern
Churches covered by can. 728, § 2 of the CCEQ, and in the case of a possible reservation, those for
can. 727, excluding, clearly, those cases listed in can. 728, § 1; while for the faithful of the Latin
Church, the faculties referred to in can. 508, § 1 of the CIC.

In this regard, this Penitentiary urges all priests to offer generous availability and self-
dedication to allow the greatest possible opportunity for the faithful to benefit from the means of
salvation, by adopting and publishing time slots for confessions, in agreement with parish priests or
rectors of neighbouring churches, by making time to be available in the confessional, planning
penitential celebrations on a fixed and frequent basis, and also making the widest possible use of
retired priests who do not have other defined pastoral roles. Depending on the possibilities, priests
should remember, in accordance with the Motu proprio Misericordia Dei, the pastoral opportunity
that also exists in hearing Confessions during the celebration of Holy Mass.

To facilitate the task of confessors, the Apostolic Penitentiary, by mandate of the Holy
Father, grants to priests who accompany or join Jubilee pilgrimages outside their own Diocese the
right to make use of the same faculties which they have been granted in their own Diocese by the
legitimate authority. Special faculties will be conferred by this Apostolic Penitentiary to the
penitentiaries of the Papal Basilicas in Rome, and to Canon Penitentiaries or Diocesan Penitentiaries

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton: "Live simply, so that all may simply live."
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established in individual ecclesiastical circumscriptions.

Confessors, after having lovingly instructed the faithful on the gravity of the sins to which a
reservation or censure is attached, should determine, with pastoral charity, appropriate sacramental
penances, so as to lead penitents, as far as possible to stable repentance and, depending on the nature
of'the case, invite them to repair any scandal and damages.

Finally, the Penitentiary warmly invites Bishops, as bearers of the triple munus of teaching,
guiding, and sanctifying, to explain clearly the provisions and principles proposed here for the
sanctification of the faithful, taking account of local circumstances, cultures and traditions. A
catechesis appropriate to the socio-cultural characteristics of each people will propose the Gospel
and the entirety of the Christian message effectively, rooting more deeply in people's hearts the desire
for this unique gift, obtained through the mediation of the Church.

This Decree is valid for the entire Ordinary Jubilee of 2025, notwithstanding any provision
to the contrary.

Given in Rome, from the Offices of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 13 May 2024, Memorial of
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Fatima.

Compiled by
Rt. Rev. Ignatius Menezes

Plan of Apostolic Administrator

Date ‘fime} /Programmes
1" Feb. to 5" Feb. 25 36" Plenary Assembly of CCBI, Bhubhneshwar.
07.02.25 Arrival at Ajmer
09.02.25 A Seminar on Mental Health, Naveentha Pastoral Centre, Ajmer.
10.02.25 11:00 am | Executive Body Meeting of DISHA, Bishop’ House Ajmer.
11.02.25 09:00 am | Departure to Mount Abu.
12.02.25 10:00 am | Official Work at Mount Abu.
13" & 14" Visit to the Mission Stations, Mount Abu Deanery.
16.02.25 10:30 am | Holy Mass, Feast of Karunalaya Matha, Karunalaya Ashram.
17.02.25 04:30 A meeting of the Canonization Committee, Bishop’ House Ajmer.
25.02.25 07:00 am | Departure to Lucknow.
26.02.25 10:00 am | Episcopal Silver Jubilee of Bishop Gerald Mathias.
28.02.25 05:00 Arrival at Ajmer.

Saint Maria Goretti: "l forgive Alessandro Serenelli... and | want him with me in heaven forever."
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Saint John Henry Newman: "God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to
me which He has not committed to another."
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Saint John of the Cross: "In the twilight of life, God will not judge us on our earthly possessions and human successes, but on how well we have loved.”
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Saint John Bosco: "Run, jump, shout, but do not sin."
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Message of the Holy Father on 33rd World Day of Sick

“Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5), but strengthens us in times of trial

Dear brothers and sisters,

We are celebrating the 33" World Day of
the Sick in the Jubilee Year 2025, in which the
Church invites us to become “pilgrims of hope™.
The word of God accompanies us and offers us,
in the words of Saint Paul, an encouraging
message: “Hope does not disappoint” (Rom
5:5); indeed, it strengthens us in times of trial.

These are comforting words, but they can
also prove perplexing, especially for those who
are suffering. How can we be strong, for

example, when our bodies are prey to severe,
debilitating illnesses that require costly
treatment that we may not be able to afford?

Saint John Vianney: "The saints did not all begin well, but they ended well."
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How can we show strength when, in addition to
our own sufferings, we see those of our loved
ones who support us yet feel powerless to help
us? In these situations, we sense our need for a
strength greater than our own. We realize that we
need God's help, his grace, his Providence, and
the strength that is the gift of his Spirit (cf.
Catechism of'the Catholic Church, 1808).

Let us stop for a moment to reflect on how
God remains close to those who are suffering in
three particular ways: through encounter, gift
and sharing.

1. Encounter. When Jesus sent the seventy-
two disciples out on mission (cf. Lk 10:1-9), he
told them to proclaim to the sick: “The kingdom
of God has come near to you” (v. 9). He asks
them, in other words, to help the sick to see their
infirmity, however painful and
incomprehensible it may be, as an opportunity to
encounter the Lord. In times of illness, we sense
our human frailty on the physical, psychological
and spiritual levels. Yet we also experience the
closeness and compassion of God, who, in Jesus,
shared in our human suffering. God does not
abandon us and often amazes us by granting us a
strength that we never expected, and would
never have found on our own.

Sickness, then, becomes an occasion for a
transformative encounter, the discovery of a
solid rock to which we can hold fast amid the
tempests of life, an experience that, even at great
cost, makes us all the stronger because it teaches
us that we are not alone. Suffering always brings
with it a mysterious promise of salvation, for it
makes us experience the closeness and reality of
God's consoling presence. In this way, we come
to know “the fullness of the Gospel with all its
promise and life” (SAINT JOHN PAUL II,
Address to Young People, New Orleans, 12
September 1987).

2. This brings us to the second way that
God is close to the suffering: as gift. More than
anything else, suffering makes us aware that

hope comes from the Lord. It is thus, first and
foremost, a gift to be received and cultivated, by
remaining “faithful to the faithfulness of God”,
in the fine expression of Madeleine Delbrél (cf.
La speranza ¢ una luce nella notte, Vatican City
2024, Preface).

Indeed, only in Christ's resurrection does
our own life and destiny find its place within the
infinite horizon of eternity. In Jesus' paschal
mystery alone do we attain the certainty that
“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers,nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God” (Rom 8:38-39). This “great
hope” is the source of all those small glimmers
of light that help us to see our way through the
trials and obstacles of life (cf. BENEDICT
XVI, Spe Salvi, 27, 31). The risen Lord goes so
far as to walk beside us as our companion on the
way, even as he did with the disciples on the road
to Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-53). Like them, we can
share with him our anxieties, concerns and
disappointments, and listen to his word, which
enlightens us and warms our hearts. Like them
too, we can recognize him present in the
breaking of the bread and thus, even in the
present, sense that “greater reality” which, by
drawing near to us, restores our courage and
confidence.

3. We now come to God's third way of
being close to us: through sharing. Places of
suffering are frequently also places of sharing
and mutual enrichment. How often, at the
bedside of the sick, do we learn to hope! How
often, by our closeness to those who suffer, do
we learn to have faith! How often, when we care
for those in need, do we discover love! We
realize that we are “angels” of hope and
messengers of God for one another, all of us
together: whether patients, physicians, nurses,
family members, friends, priests, men and
women religious, no matter where we are,
whether in the family or in clinics, nursing
homes, hospitals or medical centres.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton: "Live simply, so that all may simply live."
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We need to learn how to appreciate the
beauty and significance of these grace-filled
encounters. We need to learn how to cherish the
gentle smile of a nurse, the gratitude and trust of
apatient, the caring face of'a doctor or volunteer,
or the anxious and expectant look of a spouse, a
child, a grandchild or a dear friend. All these are
rays of light to be treasured; even amid the dark
night of adversity, they give us strength, while at
the same time teaching us the deeper meaning of
life, inlove and closeness (cf. Lk 10:25-37).

Dear brothers and sisters who are ill or
who care for the suffering, in this Jubilee you
play an especially important part. Your journey
together is a sign for everyone: “a hymn to
human dignity, a song of hope” (Spes Non
Confundit, 11). Its strains are heard far beyond
the rooms and beds of health facilities, and serve
to elicit in charity “the choral participation of
society as a whole” (ibid.) in a harmony that is at
times difficult to achieve, but for that very
reason is so comforting and powerful, capable of
bringing light and warmth wherever they are
most needed.

The whole Church thanks you for this! I do
as well, and I remember you always in my
prayers. I entrust you to Our Lady, Health of the
Sick, in the words that so many of our brothers
and sisters have addressed to her in their hour of
need:

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother
of God.

Do not despise our petitions in our
necessities,

but deliver us always from all dangers, O
glorious and blessed Virgin.

I bless you, along with your families and
loved ones, and I ask you, please, not to forget to
pray for me.

- Pope Francis

Rome, Saint John Lateran,
14 January 2025

Pilgrims on the way
of Hope

On 11th February 2025, we mark the 33rd
World Day of the Sick. It's a Catholic Church
awareness day aimed at praying for the sick and
for those who work to alleviate their suffering.
Pope Francis shares that during this special
Jubilee year, we are especially called to show
signs of hope to the sick, including those living
in their homes, hospitals, or any other setting.

To be a sign of hope for the sick, the
Church is celebrating the Jubilee of the Sick and
Health Care Workers on April 5th and 6th, 2025.
As this year's Jubilee motto is "Pilgrims of
Hope," we are called to reflect and discover hope
in the signs of the times, to be tangible signs of
hope for those who experience hardships of any
kind. The Jubilee is intended to re-establish a
proper relationship with God, with one another,
and with all of creation.

The theme of this day is focused on
“Healing relationships to heal the ill,”
emphasizing the importance of compassion,
connection, and addressing the potential
isolation that sick individuals might experience,
drawing inspiration from Jesus' example of
caring for the sick. World Day of the Sick
originated within the Catholic Church and was
officially established by Pope St. John Paul I on
May 13", 1992, one year following his diagnosis
of Parkinson's disease. It was meant to
encourage the people of God, Catholic health
institutions, and civil society to be attentive to
the sick and to those who care for them. The 1™
World Day of the Sick was kepton 11" February
1993. It is the day to pray for those who are sick
and their caregivers. It is a day to remember the
hospital chaplains and caregivers who look after
the sick. It is also a day for Catholic believers to
reflect on caring for the sick and to offer love and
communion to them. It's a day dedicated to
promoting acts of kindness and solidarity
towards those who are sick. It serves as a
reminder of the importance of providing

Saint Faustina Kowalska: "A humble soul does not trust itself, but places all its confidence in God."
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physical, emotional, and spiritual support to
those facing health challenges, especially those
who are vulnerable and marginalized.

This day coincides with the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes. This year marks the 167th
anniversary of the recognition of the Lourdes
apparition in 1858, when the Blessed Mary
began a series of appearances to a 14-year-old
peasant girl named Bernadette in a rocky cave
just outside the town in France. From 11"
February until July 16", Mary appeared about 20
times. During one visit, she instructed
Bernadette to dig in a precise spot, where a
spring of water with miraculous healing powers
arose. That site is now one of the most famous
pilgrimage destinations in the world, attracting
over 5 million visitors annually, many of whom
seek physical, emotional, and spiritual healing.

Pope Francis said, “The patient is always
more important than his illness and this is why
any therapeutic approach cannot neglect
listening to them. Even when healing is not
possible, care can always be given. It is always
possible to console, it is always possible to make
people sense a closeness that is more interested
inthe sick person than in her/his disease."

In conclusion, let us pray for the elderly
and the dying, who are lonely, anxious, or
despondent. Let us also pray for those who feel
overwhelmed by acute sickness and chronic
illness, or emotional distress. Let us understand
their yearning for meaning in their lives and a
deep calm to understand the divine purpose for
their lives. Let us also pray for all the health care

workers and caregivers who seek to cure the
bodies, nurse the souls, and heal the hearts of the
sick. Let us remember to pray for those involved
in indirect patient care or in administrative or
supportive roles. May they be given wisdom,
skill, patience, and compassion as they perform
their ministries. May we in health care stand in
solidarity with all those who suffer and those
who care for them.

Grant, Lord, that our health care ministry
may be rooted in our belief that every person is a
treasure, every life is a sacred gift, and every
human being is a unity of body, mind, and spirit.
On behalf of all the doctors, nurses, and
caregivers, I pray, Lord, to sustain us today and
always, as we hold fast to the hope that we find in
your loving and compassionate presence.

- Sr. Elizabeth Fernandes MSA

Granny's Stories
Jonah

The little girl so full of mischief never left
them in peace but the house was unusually quiet
today.

“What are you doing, Mia?”’ asked Granny
walking into the dining room. She was curious
about her granddaughter's quietude.

“Look Granny! I'm painting. See...” the
little girl raised her book to show her
grandmother.

The old woman glanced at the picture
Amelia was colouring with water colours and
smiled fondly when she perceived a smear of
blue on one chubby cheek.

“How does it look, Granny?”’
“Hmm... Nice. What's this by the way?”

“This a whale and this is a man,” Amelia
said pointing to the two figures on the page.

“Ok. Which book is this?”” Granny asked
picking it up and turning it to have a look at the
cover.

Saint Louis de Montfort: "The more we honor the Blessed Virgin, the more we honor Jesus Christ."
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“My catechism book. Teacher said to
colour any one picture I liked inside the pages. |
liked this one so I'm colouring it.”

“Oh... Do you know who this man is?”
asked Granny drawing out a chair and sliding in
gracefully.

“No, Granny. Who is he?”

“Well, he is Jonah. Have you heard of
him?”

Amelia shook her head in refusal.

“Alright, so let me tell you about Jonah.
Then you can tell the story in your catechism
class to your friends and teacher. Yes?”” Granny
twinkled at her.

“Yeahhh!” Amelia
said excitedly.

“Jonah was a prophet.
God had chosen him to
speak to His people. One
day God had a mission for
Jonah. So, He called him
and told him to go to a place
called Nineveh,” Granny
said solemnly.

“Mission? What
mission Granny? Like the
detectives have in T.V.?”
Mia asked innocently, her

chin resting on the palm of
her hand.

“Well, somewhat. God instructed Jonah to
go to this place and preach to the people, to warn
them that they would be destroyed if they didn't
repent. You see, God was very angry with them.”

“God was angry with them? Why?”

“Hmm... they had become bad people,
Mia. They disobeyed God and did evil things
which the Heavenly Father did not like. So, they
had to feel sorry for their wrong actions and
promise God they won't do sinful things again.”

“Ohbh... So, Jonah went there.”
“At first, no. Jonah was frightened. He

knew these people were very dangerous. He
decided to go in the opposite direction. He
booked a place on a ship that was going to a
different place and quietly boarded it.”

“Then what happened, Granny?” Amelia
asked curiously.

“God came to know. You see, Mia... You
can't hide anything from God. He can see in the
darkest room, in the tiniest hole and even inside
you head and heart. God was annoyed with
Jonah. A huge storm rose in the sea and the ship
was tossed from side-to-side on the high waves.
The wind was blowing like crazy,” Granny said
waving her arms.

“Did the ship get drowned? And, all the
people in the ship? What
happened to them?” the
little girl asked, her eyes
round with fear.

“The captain of the
ship, the sailors and the
people began to pray to the
gods they worshipped but
the storm didn't stop. The
captain went to Jonah who
was hiding from God at the
bottom of the ship and told
him to pray to his God. Now,
Jonah understood what was
happening. He told the
captain everything and said

that they must throw him into the sea if they
wanted the storm to calm down.”

“What? Granny... But this is cruel! Did
they really throw him into the sea?” Amelia
queried, perplexed.

“Mia dear, there was no other way. The
captain and the sailors at first didn't agree. They
tried their best to steer the ship in the raging
storm but it was getting quite clear that this was
no ordinary storm. Finally, they prayed to the
God of Jonah, asked His forgiveness for what
they had to do to Jonah and then threw him into
the wild waves,” Granny said.

Saint Maximilian Kolbe: "Let us remember that love lives through sacrifice and is nourished by giving."
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“Then? Did the storm stop?” the little girl
sitting on the edge of her chair asked.

“Yes, it did. Miraculously, the sky cleared,
the wind died down and the sea was calm once
again.”

“But what happened to Jonah?” Amelia
wanted to know.

“Ahh... God caused a big fish to swallow
himup.”

“A big fish? A whale? Like this one?”
Amelia said pointing to the picture in her book.

“Yes, it was a whale.”

“Oh... Granny then Jonah died?” the girl's
eyes filled with tears.

“No dear, not at all.” Granny leaned
forward to caress the plump cheek. “He prayed
to God, asked for forgiveness and God protected
him in the whale's stomach. He stayed inside the
fish's stomach for three days and three nights.”

“And then?”

“And then... God made the whale vomit
Jonah out on the seashore,” Granny said with a
smile.

“O great! But he must have been smelling,
Granny.” Amelia said wrinkling her nose.

“Must've been,” Granny laughed loudly.
“But in that moment God spoke to him again and
told him to go to Nineveh and preach. This time
Jonah obeyed God. He went to the place, and
told the people in stern words about God's
displeasure, he warned them of the destruction
they would face if they didn't change their
ways.”

“Did they change, Granny?”” Amelia asked
curiously.

“Yes, dear. They prayed, fasted and did
penance. God was pleased with them and didn't
destroy the city. He forgave them,” Granny said
with a smile. “Our God is so merciful. He
forgives us also whenever we do anything
wrong, feel sorry for it, do penance and promise
never to repeat the same mistake.”

“Wow! Jonah must've been so relieved and
happy,” Amelia said happily. “His hard work had
been successful.”

“No... Jonah was angry with God!”
“What? Why?”

“Jonah went to a hillside and sat down, his
face all huffed and puffed. When God asked him
what was wrong, he told God that he knew, God
would forgive these people that's why he didn't
want to come here in the first place,” Granny
said.

“Ohh...”

“Yes, so on the following day God made a
creeper grow beside the hut Jonah had built. The
big leaves of the creeper gave him shade from
the heat and Jonah was very pleased with it. Next
day however, God sent a worm that ate the plant
up. The sun shone brightly and it became very
hot. Jonah was miserable and mourned for the
loss of the creeper,” Granny said smoothing a
crease from the table cloth.

“God was punishing Jonah, Granny?” the
little girl questioned.

“No, Mia. God was trying to make Jonah
understand. He once again spoke to His prophet.
He said that when Jonah had not grown the
creeper but felt happy in its presence and
mourned its loss, then how could God not feel
sorry for His people even if they were sinners,
how could He the almighty God not try to
change them and their hearts,” Granny said with
asmile.

“I'hope Jonah understood, Granny.”

“I'm sure he did, Mia. By the way, do you
know there's a similarity between Jonah and
Jesus?”

“Is there?” Amelia asked confused.
“How?”

“Yes! See... Jonah was in the belly of the
whale for three days and Jesus was buried in the
tomb for three days,” Granny said with anod.

“Oh yes! That's awesome, Granny. [ never

Saint Catherine of Siena: "Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire."
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realized that,” said Amelia joyously. “Now
tomorrow in my catechism class I'll tell
everyone this story. Thank you, Granny. You're
the best!”

Amelia slid down from the chair and
hugged her grandmother.

“You're most welcome, my little darling!”
Granny laughed as she embraced the girl fondly.

- Elvira Fernandez

Consecrated Life:

'a Splendid Sign in the Church, as they
foretell the Heavenly Glory.'

On February 2, the Feast of the Presentation
of Jesus, the Church celebrates the consecration of
Jesus to God by his earthly parents. It is fitting that
the Church also designates this feast as World Day
for Consecrated Life.

God, in his wisdom, calls Some men and
women to devote themselves to serve Him in a
very special way. They make a radical decision to
“Consecrate” themselves to God, i.e., to be “set
apart” for a specific mission designed by the
Church. Basically, they dedicate their whole
selves- mind, body and soul to God, to others and
to all creation. That is the reason the 1983 Code of
Canon defines Consecrated life as “Life
consecrated through profession of the
evangelical counsels; the faithful follow Christ
more closely under the action of the Holy Spirit,
and are totally dedicated to God, who is
supremely loved.” Through the Evangelical
Counsels, they imitate Christ: the Chaste, Poor
and the obedient One and follow Him more
closely. The Code spells out their purpose in this
way “By anew and special title they are dedicated
to seek the perfection of charity in the service of
God's Kingdom, for the honour of God, the
building up of the Church and the salvation of
the world.” Pope Francis exhorting the
consecrated men and women states that living a
consecrated life is not easy in this modern world
and therefore one need to have these 'three Ps':
prayer, poverty and patience, as the pillars that

support consecrated life, along with the
Evangelical Counsels.” He spoke of prayer as “a
return to that person who called me” and the air
that we need to breathe to renew our calling. The
Pope described poverty as the wall that defends
consecrated life from the spirit of worldliness.
Patience, said the Holy Father, “is the attitude of
every consecration.”

According to Pope John Paul II, "the
consecrated life is not something isolated and
marginal, but a reality which affects the whole
Church (Vita Consecrata)." Therefore, we should
not think of it as separate from the lives of ordinary
lay Christians. In fact, he goes so far as to say that,
"the consecrated life is at the very heart of the
Church as a decisive element for her mission,
since it 'manifests the inner nature of the
Christian calling' and the striving of the whole
Church as Bride towards union with her one
Spouse.” (Vita Consecrata: Consecrated Life is a
Gift to the Church) By the 'inner nature of the
Christian calling' Pope John Paul II is speaking
about the fact that consecrated individuals are in a
life-giving relationship with Christ. They are
living outwardly what we are all invited to
experience inwardly: a relationship with Jesus and
thereby “they become a splendid sign in the
Church, as they foretell the heavenly glory.

In this journey to become the splendid sign
in the church the consecrated men and women are
not alone-they have someone to look up to and to
accompany them- Mary our Heavenly Mother.
She is the perfect Model of Consecrated Life.
When he announced the year of consecrated life in
2014, Pope Francis said “Let us look to Mary, the
highly -beloved daughter of the Father, endowed
with every gift of grace, as the unsurpassed model
for all those who follow Christ in love of God and
service to their neighbour.”

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your true and proper worship.".
(Rom 12:1).

- Fr. Reegan

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: "l am not my own; | have given myself to Jesus. He must be my only love."
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Saint Padre Pio: "Pray, hope, and don't worry. Worry is useless. God is merciful and will hear your prayer."
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Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein): "The world doesn't need what women have, it needs what women are."
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Saint Bernadette: "| shall spend every moment loving. One day, the time will come when Jesus will call me home."

February 2025 Rajasbhan Call‘ing PAGE 21



oY & forg Fafta H_A1 12T | g2ai & IQTERVT B IJUATHR, B9 Fed [I%d14 AR yfd=er &
A1 T & golld TR "81" g Fahd © | 89 WA By @, T $2aR 89 SIARY geflse &l
TEAT AR WHR SR DI A6 < | T4 dedl B a¥e axdl [T, ARGHI AR oo &
T Qd AAIGHT BN | BHR S BT ST HaT iR U9 & forg iU -+ H 89 |e o+ |
31T |

ATHT Blcl

g9 P1 Bl AR - 16 BRI, 2025
g 17:5-8, 1 {RMARMAI 15:12,16-20,  F@6:17,20-26

31TST T Ugell UTs 4, 741 T &4 W wU 9 J fader fiwrd & U@ & 799 W
HRIET AT, S 29 AT 8, AR GART & T4 IR HRIAT BT, ST ATaiE el © | i afh 9y
R WRINT BRAT &, I8 9 US & FAM © Sl 74l & UTF ST A7 8, a1 Fad BR—4RT 3R
HASTI BT 2 | T8 UTS §H U STIa o AR BT W IR I+ B RIeqr <1 & | 3771 & T
UT3 & HIEH ¥, Hd U §H A B YO Pl Feells IR &I Disd DR B (oY Hedl & |
If& A BT YASeAT 7 g1 BIAT, I SART fa=arsg =3ef 8147 | <ifdeT A &1 G & AR
3T T YR & | I8 84 g IR fIor iR 3= S &1 Ul &1 M <dr 2 | 3T &
GAATR H Y "areifaral” ofR “Ifremdl” &1 By SRd § | SR T, 3, sﬁ?ww
ST BT 9= haT, Rifdh ST 35X P I1od F W Aol | oifee S+ R,
3R I daer AiERe g@ ) R 8d 2 3% umqmﬁl%’%ﬁmﬁ@m%ﬁﬁﬂ—éﬁ
el AR dIeil | el afed SR DI H © |

JTTST & UTS BH Siid= &l 3 Aoalgdl R &1 digd DR+ P foTU Hd ed &:

Y R WRALRAIE g1 R € b 39S A1 Aike gl URARINT HRAT g
fPRTe IR =g @1 IR o ST 2| Afd S WY TR WRIMT BRAT &, 98 DioAgar 7
ToTd—heldl Y&dT & | 81 1+ Sitas H 39 91 R fIaR &A1 a1y {6 gART ¥R waf

mﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁ?

Qo B ARMUIGH &5 IS faelid & b AY BT Yaocel ™ g4 3= Silde bl
3TTeT <l & | A BH Dadl 39 Silad & fofg Sikdl &, A1 ST fa=aT fERT | 84 3T gfte
3T Silae UR ety g+ =12 3iR ST & STTAR YA Sl I Farferd ST A1y |
Fedl Gl 2R & A1 Ay # 2, 7 5 o, vforset, a1 Al gt # | gH 1o e 8
AT TR Bied HRAT AR ST STRaHE & 3R S9d A1 SR & U Bl dieT a1y |

EAR S T I5ed RS Gl Bl BRI BT 8!, dfcd 5% & I H I
O & | T OR HRIET o, gwc‘aﬁaﬁwﬁsﬂw 3R Tl geft BT $2aR & areT AT o |
T UE U X B, § T, BH ST Sila H 3T HUR WRINAT XG0+ &l fI=arq § | g4 Riamy

Saint Maria Goretti: "l forgive Alessandro Serenelli... and | want him with me in heaven forever."
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Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity: "Let us live by love, so that we may die of love and glorify the God of love.”

February 2025 Rajasbhan Call‘ing PAGE 23



JODHPUR DEANERY

Parish Day Celebration and
First Holy Communion in St.
Sebastian's Church, Jodhpur

For your arrows have sunk unto me and
your hand has come down on me
(Ps 38:2)

On 19" January 2025, we celebrated our
Parish Feast, which was an auspicious day. It
was also a joyful day as three children—Sharon,
Fiona, and Hains—received their First Holy
Communion.

Every year, the Catholic Church celebrates
the feast of St. Sebastian on 20" January. He was
an early Christian saint and martyr. He was born
in Gaul, a region of Western Europe, went to
Rome, and joined the army of Emperor Carinus.
He later became a captain under Diocletian.
When it was discovered that he was a Christian
and had converted many soldiers, he was
ordered to be tied to a post or tree and shot with
arrows for his faith. Though this did not kill him,
he recovered and was rehabilitated by a pious
widow. Later, he was killed by the emperor and
died as a martyr. He is the patron saint of our
parish, archers, soldiers, and athletes. He is also
known as a protector against the bubonic plague
pandemic. For the preparation of the feast, we
had three days of novena prayers to St. Sebastian

and mass, asking for his intercession. The
spiritual ceremony started with the offering of
the arrows to St. Sebastian by all the
parishioners, priests, and nuns, asking for his
intercession for various needs and problems.

The arrows serve as a reminder of the
suffering and unwavering faith of St. Sebastian
in the face of persecution. The biblical
significance of arrows is faith, hope, and love.
This was followed by a procession, recitation of
the rosary led by Sr. Pratibha and her team, and
novena to St. Sebastian, where the statue was
venerated. The Eucharistic celebration started
with an entrance hymn and the incensing of the
altar by Bishop Joseph Kallarackal as the main
celebrant and ten other priests as co-celebrants.
Abriefintroduction about the saint was given by
Mrs. Shweta and Bishop. The first reading was
read by Mrs. Glorisa, the second reading by Mr.
Anthony, and the prayer of the faithful by all the
children, under the guidance of Sr. Kalpana.

In his homily, Bishop Swami highlighted
that like St. Sebastian, we must be strong in our
faith and live for Jesus, no matter what
difficulties and problems come in our lives and
be witnesses to him in all our works, deeds, and
actions. As St. Sebastian was a soldier of the
emperor, the three children making their First
Holy Communion are soldiers of Christ and are
filled with the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit
like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Gal 5:22-23). So, we are asked to live as

Saint Dominic: "Arm yourself with prayer rather than a sword; wear humility rather than fine clothes."
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Christians by all these virtues. The
Thanksgiving prayer was conducted by Hains.
The altar was beautifully decorated by Sr. Jalpa,
Sr. Shobha, and the other sisters. The melodious
singing of the choir, guided by Sr. Pratibha and
Mr. Vineet Badak and their team, made the
liturgy more meaningful. After the mass, the
Bishop and the priests were felicitated. The
children were also felicitated for their academic
performance. Fr. Vicky thanked each and
everyone for making this day successful. The
celebration ended with a sumptuous lunch for
everyone.

We thank Fr. Vicky for his endless efforts
and hard work to make this day a great success.
May St. Sebastian intercede for all of us!

- Dr. Hilda Charlesworth
St. Sebastian Parish, Jodhpur

KOTA DEANERY

Church feast

St. Paul's Church, Vallabh
Nagar, Kota

"The precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes." — Psalm
19:8

The annual church feast in honour of the
Conversion of St. Paul was celebrated with great
fervour and enthusiasm at St. Paul's Church,
Vallabh Nagar, Kota, on January 25, 2025. Our
parish community came together to celebrate the
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul the
Apostle. Most Rt. Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis
presided over the Holy Mass, joined by our
parish priest, Rev. Fr. Joseph Crasta, assistant
parish priest, Fr. Nithin Stellus, Rev. Fr. Martin
Anto, and other priests of the Kota deanery.

The celebration was made even more
meaningful with the uplifting hymns that filled
the church, creating a sacred and joyful
atmosphere. The feast day celebrations began
with a special Mass at 6:00 pm, attended by a
packed congregation. The main celebrant,
Bishop Oswald Lewis, delivered a thought-
provoking homily on the significance of St.
Paul's life and his conversion. In his homily, he
spoke about the life of St. Paul, originally named
Saul, who was born in Tarsus, Cilicia, around 5-
10 AD. He was a Pharisee and a Roman citizen
who persecuted early Christians. However, his
life took a dramatic turn when he encountered
the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus. This
transformative experience led him to become
one of the most influential Christian
missionaries, preaching to Jews and Gentiles
alike and establishing churches throughout the
Mediterranean world.

After the Mass, the parishioners gathered
for an evening of warmth and togetherness. The
church grounds were filled with joy as everyone
engaged in the game of Bingo, which brought
excitement and friendly cheer. The evening
concluded with a shared meal, where
conversations flowed, and friendships were
deepened. It was a fitting end to a day that not
only honored the great transformation of Saint
Paul but also inspired all present to embrace
their own journey of faith with renewed
commitment.

Saint Bonaventure: "In everything, whether it is a thing sensed or a thing known, God Himself is hidden within."
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Christmas Get-Together at
St. Joseph the Worker
Church, Kota Jn.

On January 5, 2025, the parishioners of St.
Joseph the Worker Church, Kota Jn., gathered
for a joyful Christmas celebration. The day
began with the Eucharistic celebration on the
Feast of the Epiphany. Rev. Fr. Martin Anto, our
Parish Priest, highlighted the significance of the
occasion, while Rev. Fr. Sijin Paul, the Assistant
Parish Priest, reflected on following the right
guiding starin life.

After Mass, a hearty breakfast set the stage
for a day filled with games and activities for all
age groups, including Housie, musical chairs,
spoon and marble races, the exciting "grab the
ball" game and many more dun filled activities.
Fr. Martin ensured continuous engagement,
even improvising new activities on the spot.

The day concluded with prize distribution,
special treats for children, and a delicious lunch
of chicken biryani, raita, and ice cream. Fr.
Martin and Fr. Sijin were warmly thanked for
their dedication and efforts in making the event a
memorable one.

— Anthony Gregory Fernandez

Saint Rose of Lima: "Apart from the cross, there is no other ladder by which we may get to heaven."
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AJMER DEANERY

Celebration of parish
patron Infant Jesus of
Prague at Beawar

All roads lead to the Infant Jesus Church,
Beawar, for the annual parish feast celebration
on 19" January 2025. The large attendance of
parishioners this year was heart-warming. It was
not just the feeling of 'the more, the merrier', but
the visible body of Christ that worships with
single-minded devotion.

I can vouch for this, seeing most of the
parishioners availing themselves of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on the eve, as well
as an hour before the feast day Mass. Our parish
priest, Fr. G. Francis, had thoughtfully arranged
for an additional priest, making it more
convenient for the faithful. The feast day
celebration was preceded by a 3-day novena to
Infant Jesus, Rosary, and Holy Eucharist.

The feast day Eucharist was concelebrated
by Bishop Oswald J. Lewis, apostolic
administrator, Fr. Alok, and Fr. G. Francis. The
liturgy was a spiritual treat, ably prepared by
Ma'am Rachel Little — introduction to the Mass,
prayer of the faithful, and vote of thanks. The
liturgy was truly participative, with many taking
the initiative to proclaim the Word of God and do
the prayers of the faithful. Rohan Baptist of
Parbatpura led the choir, the soulful singing
taking the celebration a notch higher. Sr. Ignatia,
with the help of Ma'am Margaret Lepcha,
decorated the church and altar, which put the
parishioners in a celebratory mode and
enhanced the celebration.

Bishop Oswald Lewis, in his homily,
spoke about Francis of Assisi, who left behind
his name and fame, wealth and assets, nay even
his father, to belong totally to Christ. He literally
lived the Word of God in his life. Even the wild

wolf that troubled the town was tamed by St.
Francis by his kindness. Everything in nature
was his brother or sister — Brother Sun, Sister
Moon, Sister Water, Brother Fire, even Sister
Death!

The Mass was followed by breakfast for all
— a simple and wholesome fare of idlis,
rasgullas, and coffee. The spirit of sharing and
teamwork was evident from the word go.

Fr. G. Francis thanked all the parishioners
at the end of the celebration, as well as Bishop
Oswald Lewis and Rohan Baptist. All's well that
ends well. May God be glorified in all that we
do!

- Sr. Mariola, MSA
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Saint Alphonsus Liguori: "He who trusts himself is lost. He who trusts in God can do all things."
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Fr. Ashok Kumar 01/02/1979
Fr. Martin Anto 02/02/1975
Fr. Nelson V. 11/02/1977
Fr. Thomas Th. 16/02/1969
Fr. Varghese Peter 18/02/1971
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Oremus Pro Invicem
(Let us pray for each other)

T Fr. Protase D'Souza 01/02/1996
T Fr. Rosario Alphonso ~ 06/02/1987
T Fr. Thomas Coutts 10/02/1980
T Fr. Anthony Vettikat  13/02/1919
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Saint Bonaventure: "In everything, whether it is a thing sensed or a thing known, God Himself is hidden within."
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Saint Dominic: "Arm yourself with prayer rather than a sword; wear humility rather than fine clothes."
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Saint Bonaventure: "In everything, whether it is a thing sensed or a thing known, God Himself is hidden within."
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Rajasthan Calling:

Strengthening Faith and Community in the
Ajmer Diocese

n today's digital age,

Catholic newsletters

play a vital role in
evangelization, fostering
faith, and uniting
communities. Rajasthan Calling, a monthl
y magazine of the Ajmer Diocese, has been
instrumental in this mission, contributing
significantly through 50 editions.

Calling

DIOCESE OF AJMER ‘,

This magazine spreads the teachings of
Christ, Church doctrines, and spiritual
reflections, inspiring readers to fulfill the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:19). It nurtures unity
among parishioners by sharing faith stories,
testimonies, and news from different deaneries.

Rajasthan Calling educates readers about
the Catholic faith, covering liturgical seasons,
saints’ lives, and theological insights. It deepens
understanding through prayers, meditations, and
devotional practices that strengthen one’s
relationship with God.

Additionally, the publication highlights
community needs, encouraging support and
volunteer efforts. By addressing contemporary
issues, it offers a Catholic perspective on current
events and fosters meaningful discussions.

The magazine’s success is credited to the
dedication of priests, religious sisters, and laity.
Their commitment has sustained its impactful
journey, making it a beacon of faith and hope.

All members of the Ajmer Diocese are
encouraged to subscribe, stay informed, and
grow spiritually. By reading together, families
can strengthen their faith and unity in Christ.
Support Rajasthan Calling and help spread the
light of Christ to all corners of the world.

— Manish Singh
for Rajasthan Calling

Saint Dominic: "Arm yourself with prayer rather than a sword; wear humility rather than fine clothes."
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ST. MARY'S HIGH SCHOOL

MOUNT ABU

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE.
A FUTURE OF PROMISE

Well Qualified, Experienced and trained Faculty.
100 % results in ICSE Board Exams.
Regular Workshop for guiding and counseling.
Smart Classes.
Well-equipped Library.
Swimming Pool and regular Swimming Coach.
Horse Riding.
Regular Music teacher for vocal and instrumental.
24/7 Hours Medical Service.

I Infirmary with permanent nurse for first aid.
Variety of indoor and outdoor sports.

ce{e,ém}” our ferifage, & Mount Abu, Rajasthan - 307 501
gM oA W .l 9468670830

@st.maryshighschool_boarding

@ smsabureception@gmail.com TSOCMT%VSEOBRTEE
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Www. stmarys.edu.in .
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