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“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon
and a decisive direction.” (Pope BENEDICT XVI, DEUS CARITAS EST, 1)

@2lling

May - June 2024 PAGE 01




EDITORIAL

Ave Maria
Dear Reader,

Dear readers, in his 1965 encyclical,
Mense Maio, Pope Paul VI identified the month
of May as an opportune time to incorporate
special prayers for peace into traditional May
devotions.

The month of May is traditionally
dedicated in a special way to honor and seek the
intercession of Mary as the Mother of God and
Mother of the Church.

“She is that woman who rejoiced in the
presence of God, who treasured everything in
her heart, and who let herself be pierced by the
sword. Mary is the saint among the saints,
blessed above all others. She teaches us the way
of holiness and she walks ever at our side. She
does not let us remain fallen and at times she
takes us into her arms without judging us.”
—Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, no. 176

Devotion to Mary is one an important part
of the Catholic identity. As our mother she is an
example of a committed “Yes” to the will of
God. Because of the devotion to her many
people ask her for help in the most difficult
moments of their life as any child does with his
mother.

We know that it was Mary who, at the
Wedding at Cana gave the simple order to the
servants to 'do whatever he asks of you.' The
blessing of abundant wine in the Gospel is a
mirror of the promise of abundant life that Jesus
intends for us, his sheep. Mary's role in helping
gather the flock throughout the centuries is part
of our family history. Our frequent rosaries are
Mary's way of calming us, her children, in these
unnormal times and reminding us to set our eyes
on the Good Shepherd, her Son and our Lord.

Through the intercession of our Blessed
Mother, may we come to cherish each other as
brother and sister, follow her Son more closely

and be grateful for the normal things in our lives.

During this month we have one more feast
to be celebrated. The feast of ascension, The
term "ascension" (with a lowercase "a") means
to lift or rise up to a higher or more important
level. Ascension refers to someone rising up
into heaven to be with God.

Pope Francis has said that “the Ascension
doesn't indicate Jesus' absence, but rather it tells
us that He is living among us in a new way. He is
no longer in a particular place in the world as He
was before the Ascension. Now He is in the
Lordship of God, present in every space and
time, close to each of us. In our lives we are
never alone: we have this Advocate who awaits
us and defends us. We are never alone. The
crucified and risen Lord guides us.

Let both the feast of the may month bring us
closer to God and help us to grow in the love of
God.

- Fr. Alok Rathore

Naveenta - DPC, Madar

Bishop Pius D’Souza 04/05/1954
Fr. Samson Macwana 05/05/1975
Fr. Jose Kadanthott 08/05/1962
Fr. Jitin Mathews 14/05/1986
Fr. Raymond Fernandes 15/05/1980
Fr. Anthony Davidson 23/05/1986
T Fr. John D'Souza 04/05/2001
9P Fr. Joseph Anthony ofm cap 05/05/1979

“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

The month of May is universally known as the month of the Rosary. The recitation of the
family rosary is the primary devotion practiced by the Catholic families in the month of May.
Children, who are on leave in this month, take keen interest in the family rosary as well its recitation
in the Church. The term “Rosary” comes from the Latin rosarium which means a rose garden, a
garland of roses or a bed of roses. The roots of the Christians rosary lie in an ancient daily prayer
devotion of reciting 150 times the Our father, later simplified to the Hail Mary 150 times; the largely
illiterate Christians of the Middle Ages using strings of beads to keep count. The rosary as we recite it
today is a simplified version of the Dominican Rosary which consisted of 15 decades of the Hail
Mary, while we meditate on the 15 mysteries pertaining to the life, suffering, death, Resurrection and
Ascension of Jesus. Pope John Paul, through his Apostolic letter “Rosarium Virginis Mariae”, on 16
October 2002, added a set of five new mysteries to the rosary. These Luminous Mysteries reflect the
important events in the life of Jesus.

The Rosary is one of the most beautiful prayers recited as a tribute to the Trinity and a prayer
addressed to the Father. Starting with the Apostles Creed followed by the Our Father, 3 Hail Mary and
the Doxology, each decade helps us to reflect on the Mystery of Salvation. As each decade begins
with the Our Father, it highlights the significance of the Lord's Prayer, which is the Key prayer of the
rosary. The ten Hail Mary of the decade acknowledge the ongoing role of Mary in our salvation and
her obedience to the will of God. In between the decades we also recite the prayer given by Mary at
Fatima in 1917: “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to
heaven, especially those who are in the most need of mercy.” Thus, it is very enriching and
meaningful prayer that we offer to the Most Holy Trinity.

What is more astonishing is that Mother Mary has played an important role in promoting the
prayer of the rosary. The most recent events are the Apparitions of our Lady at Lourdes and at Fatima.
In the year 1858, our Lady appeared 18 times between 11 February and 16 July to a 14 year old girl
named Marie Bernadette Soubirous in a cave at Massabielle, Lourdes, in France. She told Bernadette
to do penance and pray for sinners reciting the Rosary. During the third year of the First World War, on
13 May 1917, the Mother of God appeared the three children at Fatima in Portugal. She asked the
children “In a spirit of sacrifice to our Lord, are you willing to accept everything he may send you as
reparation for the sins?” The children replied “Yes”. She urged: “Then pray the Rosary often
devoutly, for the peace of the world.” On 13" October she declared: “I am the Lady of the Holy
Rosary.  have come to ask all humankind to do penance and ask pardon for sins.”

As Pope St. John Paul II wrote in his Apostolic Exhortation “Rosarium Virginis Mariae”,
Rosary is the most simple prayer which can be recited at any time of the day or night and in any

“Faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.” (DCE, 28a)
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situation. Rosary can be prayed in the church, at home, during travelling or resting. Rosary can be
prayed by the kings and the pauper, by the learned and illiterate, by the elders and the children, by the
rich and the poor, by the sick and the healthy, by the clergy, religious and the laity. During this month
of May let us make some extra efforts to recite the Rosary everyday without fail, with our entire
family.

“Never will anyone who prays his Rosary everyday be led astray. This is a statement that |
would gladly sign with my blood” (St. Louis de Montfort).
- Most Rev. Oswald Lewis
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“The command of love of neighbour is inscribed by the Creator in man's very nature.” (DCE, 31)
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R. C. Diocesan Society of Ajmer
Donations Disbursed - 2022-23

“Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.” (DCE, 28a)
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“In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.” (DCE, 35)
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Transfers and Appointments
Ajmer Diocese - 2024

Parish Priest of St. Theresa’s Church

8) | Fr. Samson Macwana Manager of St. Theresa’s School, Ladpura.

b) | Fr. Antony Fernandes : Director Social Work (RCDSSS), Madar.

Parish Priest of St. Michael Church, Suket
Manager of Don Bosco School, Suket.

¢) | Fr. Vishal Raymond

Manager of Ss. Peter and Paul School, Narbatkhera

d) | Fr. Alok Rathore Hostel & Priest In-Charge, Narbatkhera.

e) | Fr. Sahaya Reegan :  On Leave, Bishop’s House, Ajmer.

The Director of Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Madar,
Ajmer.

Asst. Parish Priest of St. Theresa’s Church, Jodhpur
g) | Fr. Elias Niranjan . Vice — Principal of St. Paul’s School Shastri Circle,
Jodhpur.

f) | Fr. Santhosh Francis

Principal of Don Bosco School, Suket

h) | Fr. Gilbert Joseph Chaplain to Sathalkheri and Ramganjmandi.

Priest In-Charge and the Principal of St. Paul’s School,
Phalodi.

Asst. Parish Priest of I. C. Cathedral
Vice - Principal of St. Anselm’s School, Ajmer.

1) | Fr. Vipin Sebastain

j) | Fr. Jeevan Neil Lobo

Asst. Parish Priest of St. Mother Teresa’s Church, Kudi

k) | Dn. Shubham Baryawal Vice — Principal of St. Paul’s School Jhalamond.

A special Standing Committee has been formed to visit and inspect the Parishes and
Institutions of the RCDS and RCDES Societies.

The members are:
1) Fr. Martin Anto — Conviner
2) Fr. Lourdu Joseph ~ — Member
3) Fr. John Carvalho — Member
- Bishop Pius Thomas D'Souza
Ajmer

“Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently needed.” (DCE, 36)
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Beneath a Sky of Lilies :
A Song for Our Lady, Help of Christians

Imagine a world painted in shades of twilight.
The shadows grow longer, anxieties whisper in
the breeze, and the path ahead seems shrouded in
mist. This, dear reader, is the human condition —
a tapestry woven with moments of

joy and threads of struggle.

But look! A beacon pierces the
gloom. It's a cathedral of fragrant
lilies, their white petals catching
the last sliver of sunlight. This,
my friend, is Mary, Our Lady,
Help of Christians.

She stands tall, a fortress of
unwavering faith. Her eyes, the
color of a summer sky, hold a
quiet strength, a wellspring of
hope that spills over to all who
seek solace in her gaze.

Think of her as a melody, a hymn

that carries on the wind. It's the

gentle murmur of a rosary

whispered in the stillness of dawn, the
triumphant chorus of voices raised in prayer
during a crisis averted. It's the lullaby a mother
sings to her child, a melody of comfort that
soothes the troubled soul.

For centuries, weary travelers have found rest
beneath her sheltering cloak. Soldiers facing

insurmountable odds have felt her hand steady

their trembling lances. The lost and lonely have
discovered solace in the warmth of her maternal

embrace.

Mary, Our Lady, Help of Christians,

is not a distant deity. She walks
beside us, a silent warrior clad in
compassion. When doubt clouds
our judgment, she whispers
wisdom in our ear. When fear
threatens to paralyze, she infuses
us with courage. When darkness
descends, she lights our way
with the unwavering flame of
faith.

So, the next time life throws you
a curveball, find solace beneath
the sky of lilies. Let the melody
of her intercession wash over
you, and remember, you are not
alone. Mary, Our Lady, Help of
Christians, is here, a beacon of hope,

a pillar of strength, a testament to the

unwavering love that guides us all. Our Lady,

Help of Christians, Pray for us!
- Sr. Melania Tynsong, MSA

Granny's Stories : Job's Patience

“Granny, which story will you tell me
today?” little Amelia asked climbing into her
grandmother's lap as she sat on the sofa in the
living room after dinner.

“Hmm... let me think,” Granny wrapped
her arms around the girl.

“I want anice story, Granny. An interesting
one!”

“Ok then. Let me tell you about Job. Did I
tell you about him earlier?”

“No Granny,” Amelia said.

“Very well. This happened long, long ago.
One day God was in heaven talking to His angels
and the devil stopped by. God spoke to him and
asked if he had seen anyone as faithful as His
servant, Job. Now Amelia, you know, the devil

“The State may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee religious freedom and harmony between the followers of different religions.” (DCE, 28a)
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loves to argue. You know what he said?”

“What did he say?” the little girl asked
curiously.

“The devil smiled his evil smile and said to
God that anyone can be good when he has
everything. Job after all had the best of
everything. He had good food, a family, home,
servants, health and lots of wealth. Satan looked
slyly at God and added that God didn't let any
evil befall him so Job didn't know what it was to
be miserable.”

“Ohh...” Amelia looked at her
grandmother round-eyed.

“Yes. Now Satan rubbed his skinny, ugly
hands together in excitement and
asked God to let him prove
what a cry baby Job can
become once things start
going wrong for him. God
looked calmly at the devil
and agreed, for He knew
that Job was faithful. He
however warned Satan not
tokill Job,” Granny said.

“Granny... Why did
God agree to this?”
Amelia was alarmed.

“Mia dear, God
knows us better than us. He
never leaves our side though
he lets us go through tough times,”

Granny said quietly.
“Poor Job! What happened to him then?”

“Satan swished his long pointed tail in
excitement, laughed his wicked laugh and
looked down from heaven at Job. Job at that time
was sitting quietly and going through his
accounts and business diaries. Suddenly, a
servant came running in and told him that a band
of thieves in the desert had killed all the
caretakers except him and taken away the entire
flock of cattle,” Granny narrated.

“Ohno!” Amelia said in a shocked voice.

“Just then another servant ran in. He
announced in a voice filled with horror that all
Job's shepherds and sheep had been struck by
lightning, only he had lived to tell the tale. While
Job was trying to come to terms with this loss yet
another man came hurrying in. He cried aloud
informing Job about how a terrible wind that had
sprung up from nowhere had caused the house in
which Job's children were celebrating to
collapse. The man tore his clothes as he told Job
that all his sons and daughters were dead. Job
looked around in shock and disbelief. In a matter
of few minutes his whole world was shattered,
he had lost everything except his wife.”

“This is terrible, Granny!” Amelia looked
at her grandmother with tears in
hereyes.

“Yes, it was terrible
but Job didn't complain or
question God instead he
calmly said that the Lord
gave him everything and
the Lord took away
everything. He praised the
Heavenly Father and
didn't stop loving Him.”

“Oh great! The devil
was proved wrong,”
Amelia said triumphantly.

“Satan never gives up

so ecasily Mia. When God
pointed out Job's great devotion to Him, the
devil laughed and asked for another chance
saying that once Job was in physical pain he
would start cursing God.”

“What? Then?”

“God looked at Satan thoughtfully, smiled
and told him to try once again but reminded him
not to kill Job. So the devil tried again. Job
became sick. His whole body was covered with
big boils and he was in a lot of pain but he still
continued to praise God. His wife tried to
convince him to curse God and die but he
refused to speak against the Heavenly Father.”

“God's passionate love for his people... is so great that it turns God against himself, his love against his justice.” (DCE, 10)
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Granny said.
“Ohh...”

“One day Job's friends came to meet him
and share his sorrow. They thought that Job was
suffering because he had displeased God in
some way. Mia, in those days people believed
that if you did anything bad God got angry and
punished you because God was like a
policeman.”

“Really? But God is not a policeman.”
“No Mia. Godis aloving Father.”
“Then what happened Granny?”’

“Job was sure that God wasn't angry with
him but now he began to wonder why God let
these things happen to him. At this point the Lord
spoke to Job and Job realized that he didn't need
to know why things happened, he just needed to
trust God and His love. God would get him
through the worst situations in life.”

“Granny, then did God help Job?”

“Yes Mia. God was pleased by Job's
patience and loyalty. He blessed Job with double
of everything he had lost. Satan was so angry
that he stamped his foot and walked away with a
huffand a puffback to his home in hell.”

“Oh great!” Amelia clapped happily.

“What did you learn from this story, Mia?”
Granny smiled at her.

Amelia looked at her grandmother
thoughtfully before replying. She counted on her
fingers, “I learnt three things. First, God never
leaves us to suffer alone. He's always with us.
Second, Satan will always be under God's
control. He needs God's permission to touch us.
And third, God will defend us and multiply our
blessings if we're faithful to him.”

“Very good, Mia. I'm so proud of you,”
Granny kissed her.

“Wait Granny, there's one more thing I
learnt.”

“What's that dear?”

“The devil is a dunce. He never learns that
Godisso great.”

“Hmm... You're right,” Granny laughed
aloud as she hugged the little girl.

- Elvira Fernandez
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“I cannot possess Christ just for myself; | can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own.” (DCE, 14)
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“We need to build a just social order in which all receive their share of the world's goods and no longer have to depend on charity.” (DCE, 26)
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“The one who serves does not consider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation at the moment may be.” (DCE, 35)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION
OF THE MSA SISTERS

Celebrating 25 years of
dedicated religious life, the Silver
Jubilee of Sr. Malti, Sr. Anita
Xalxo, Sr. Sejal, Sr. Sangeeta | .
Waghela, Sr. Preeti, and Sr.
Elizabeth was a momentous =]
occasion held on April 3, 2024, at
St. Francis Provincial House at
11:30 am. The event was a
celebration of their commitment,
sacrifice, and unwavering
devotion to serving the Lord.

The main celebrant for the

Eucharistic sacrifice was Rt. Rev. Oswald
Lewis, the Apostolic Administrator, with many
priests from Ajmer and Jaipur dioceses joining
as concelebrants. The presence of the
jubilations' parents and loved ones, along with
sisters from near and far communities, added to
the significance of the event.

The Eucharistic celebration was a heartfelt
expression of gratitude for the journey these
sisters have undertaken, marked by faith and
service. Following the Mass, a short felicitation
was held, recognizing the sisters' tireless efforts
and dedication.

The meal that followed was not just a feast
of food but a feast of love, where stories were
shared, laughter echoed, and memories were
cherished. It was a moment of bonding and
appreciation for the sisters' selfless commitment
to their vocation.

As the Silver Jubilee celebration came to a
close, it was a time of reflection and hope. We
pray that the silver of their commitment may
turn into gold in the service of the Lord, that their
future years may be filled with continued
blessings and grace as they carry on their
mission with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.

The Silver Jubilee celebration was a

testament to the sisters' faithfulness,
perseverance, and love for God and His people.
May their journey ahead be guided by the same
spirit that has sustained them through the past 25
years.

- Sr Swapana John MSA

FIRST PROFESSION

Mission Sisters of Ajmer, Mother House,
Mirshali, Ajmer.

The 30" April 2024 was another beautiful
day in the life of the Institute of the Mission
Sisters of Ajmer. We had four of our Novices
namely, Anamika Rawat, Kiran Rawat, Priyanka
Damor and Neha Kerketta boldly affirm their
decision to commit their lives in the service of
the Lord Jesus through the Congregation of the
Mission Sisters of Ajmer,at the end of their
Novitiate period of training. Through the Holy
Eucharist offered on the occasion, the above 4
Novices made their first commitment to the Lord
Jesus.

The solemn First Profession ceremony
was presided over by Bishop Oswald Lewis, the
Administrator of Ajmer Diocese. It was

“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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concelebrated by Emeritus Bishop Ignatius
Menezes, Fr. Cosmos Shekhawat, the Vicar
General and other priests, including priests from
Banswara, Meerut and Rourkela. Bishop
Oswald spoke of the essence of true Christian
calling -“I will live in Christ and for Christ”.
“The purpose of consecration is for
Mission.”It was indeed a rich, meaningful and
prayerful occasion, our faith was deepened
through the profound moments of the holy
celebration. The choir was beautifully
conducted by Rev. Fr. Raymond Fernandes. The
parents, relatives, and well-wishers of the newly
professed sisters were present to offer their
prayerful and loving support. Three of the four
Sisters hail from Rajasthan and one from
Odisha.

The holy Mass was followed by a joy filled
felicitation and a grand lunch for all who had
gathered for the occasion.

We thank God for our dear Sisters
Anamika, Kiran, Priyanka and Neha, with the
beautiful qualities they are blessed with and pray
for their holy perseverance to be 'A beacon of
hope for God's people’. May God bless their
vocation.

- Sr. Ancy MSA

National Conference on
Catholic Mental Health

Ministry
'l have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full'. John 10:10

It was a great providential moment in the
Catholic Church of India to call and bring
together those who are ready to volunteer for the
Mental Health Ministry under the banner of
National Mental Health Conference on 5" and 6"
April 2024 in Nirjhari, Carmelaram, Bangalore.
Realizing that Mental Health Ministry is the
need of the hour, there were two hundred and
seventy participants from all over India
including Priests, Religious Sisters and laity
from various dioceses and Religious
Congregations. The Conference was a land mark
in the Catholic Church of India as it addressed
the most critical issues related to our mental,
emotional and spiritual well-being. The
Conference gave a clarion call to “Empower
minds, Break Stigmas, Educate, Advocate and
Ignite Action”

One of the important outcome of the
Conference was that it inspired in the
participants a renewed sensitivity towards those
who are suffering and to partake in the miracle of
mercy and compassion through which Christ
reveals wholeness and restoration intended for
each one of us. The main speakers of the
Conference included Most. Rev. Bishop Peter
Machado, Arch Bishop of Bengaluru, Rt, Rev.

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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Thomas Tharayil, Ecclesiastical Advisor of
CMHM in India, Rev. Fr. Santhosh Dias,
National Secretary, CBCI Commission for
health care, Rev. Fr. Shinto Mathew OCD,
National Chairperson CMHM, Deacon Ed
Shoner, Founder of CMHM from US, Mr. Edwin
Walker, Director and International Team
Member of Communication and Outreach, The
Association of Catholic Mental Health
Ministers, and Sr. Dr. Joan Chunkapura, MMS,
Secretary of CMHM India. The COVID 19
Pandemic has posed a serious threat to global
mental health and there are lot of mental health
issues among people in the post- pandemic era.
The establishment of CMHM in India is a
response to this situation and it functions under
the guidance and support of CBCI Commission
for Health Care. It emphasizes the importance of
embodying the Spirit of the 'Good Samaritan'
recognizing the presence of Christ in those who
suffer.

The Conference empowered the
participants to join and collaborate with
Catholic Mental Health Ministry (CMHM) in its
Mission of caring and supporting the vulnerable
and marginalized in the society, including those
with compromise health, individuals
experiencing feelings of rejection due to mental
illness, and those facing stigma and exclusion. It
also gave guidance and directions to begin
Mental Health Ministry in every diocese, parish
and institutions.

The experience of depression and anxiety
are common to our emotional life as humans and
how we learn to cope and adapt to these
experiences is often a lifelong process. An active
Mental Health Ministry equips the Church to
help connect parishioners with appropriate
referrals as well as to provide prayerful
accompaniment as parishioners navigate
treatment, crisis and healing. Our response as
compassionate and prayerful companions can
help to relieve their unnecessary pain and also
make our parishes more welcoming and Spirit

filled communities.

As stated in Isaiah 53:5, “It was for our sins
that he was wounded, so that we may be healed”.
To quote Archbishop Andrews Thazhath,
President of CBCI, 'Healing is a manifestation of
God's boundless love that transcends all
boundaries of caste, creed, or illness'. Believing
that we are instruments of God's healing,
compassion and care, may we embody His
loving presence to others in the world.

- Dr. Sr. Rani Augustine MSA
Regional Director, CMHM, Rajasthan & UP

b

Niel Nicholas Sun

ni
S/o Mr. & Mis. Irenius Sunni

on clearing

MBBS

from St. John’s Medical
College, Bengaluru and made
Ajmer Diocese very proud.

Your hard work, dedication
and perseverance have
paid off.

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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“Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he loves me.” (DCE, 18)
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“The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.” (DCE, 22)
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“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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Apparitions or
appearance of Mary

Christianity is the only religion that needs a
mother, says K. Rahner. The reason is that
Christianity is not just a religion, but the person of
Jesus Christ, God's incarnate Son. For this
enlistment or humanization of God's son, a mother
was needed to give Him a human nature. Hence
Mary of Nazareth played aunique role in the history
of salvation. She is the first redeemed and the first
associated with Christ in His redemptive work.

Blessed Pope Paul VI, puts it beautifully: If
we want to be Christian, we must also be Marian, ie.
We must recognize the essential, vital, providential
bond which unites our Lady to Jesus and which
opens to us the way that leads us to Him.

Mary appeared at various times at different
places. Some of these apparitions have been
accepted as worthy of belief by Church Authority,
most especially the apparitions of Guadalupe in
1531,Lourdesin 1858 and Fatimain 1917.

“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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Our Lady of Lourdes and at Fatima called for
a greater increase in the prayer of the Rosary,
declaring it one of the conditions needed for world
peace.

On May 13" 1971 three children Jacinta,
Francisco and Lucia were playing games in the field
while tending their sheep. Suddenly they saw a flash
of light. Thinking it to be lightning, the children
gathered the sheep and started for home. They took
refuge under a tree about a hundred yards away.
They saw a flash of light again. They began running
when they saw standing over a small tree, a lady
dressed in white more brilliant then the Sun. That
was the beginning of our Blessed Mother at Fatima.
She visited the children Six times bringing them
messages for the world. In all her appearances at
Fatima, our Mother repeatedly emphasized on the
necessity of praying the Rosary daily and
performing acts of reparations and sacrifices.

The great miracle of the sun dancing on
October 13", 1917 was seen by thousands, including
non-believers. The clothing of all had been drenched
from heavy rain, yet when the sun settled down
again, all clothing was found to be dry. Our Lady's
message to the world was found in the revealing of
the three secrets.

On December 12th of each year, the Catholic
Church celebrates the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, marking the day when in 1531,the
Blessed Mother appeared in Mexico to a 57 year old
peasant named Juan Diego.

According to the earliest reliable account of
the story, Juan Diego was walking near what is now
Mexico City (Tepeyac hill) when he came upon an
apparition of a Maiden, who he soon came to
recognize as the Virgin Mary. In trying to convince
the archbishop of what he had seen. Juan Diego
eventually was asked for a sign to prove what he had
seen. Upon returning to Mary and sharing this with
her, Juan Diego was instructed to climb to the top of
the hill to gather flowers to bring back to the Bishop.

Reaching the crest of the hill, Juan Diego
found Castilian roses, which were neither in season
nor native to the region.

The Blessed Mother arranged the flowers
herself in Juan's tilma (a burlap type cloak) and
instructed him to open the cloak only upon return to

the Bishop. When Juan Diego arrived back at the
Bishop's residence and opened his cloak, the flowers
fell to the floor and left on the surface of the
tilma(cloak) was the image that's come to be known
as “Our Lady of Guadalupe. What happened next is
history. The fact that the Virgin Mother not only
spoke to Juan Diego in his native language, but
appeared to be wearing the dress of an Aztec
princess sparked millions of conversions to the
Catholic faith in just under seven years. The Shrine
that was subsequently built on the spot, where the
original tilma can still be seen, remains one of the
most popular pilgrimage sites in the world. The
tilma or the cloak made of cactus fibre, upon which
the virgins image is imprinted is held to be
miraculous by devotees.

The third apparition of Mother  Mary
accepted by the church is at Lourdes. Our Lady
appeared 18 times at Lourdes, in the Pyrenees
Mountains in southern France, in 1858,to
Bernadette Soubirous, a fourteen year old peasant
girl. A spring appeared there which feeds the baths at
the shrine today. Many miraculous healings are
reported from bathing in the waters. The fact that
there is no spread of infection, even though no
sanitary precautions are taken when people with all
sorts of diseases take bath there, is a marvel in itself.
Many miracles take place when the Blessed
Sacrament passes in procession during the great
pilgrimage.

In passing, we notice that this fact testifies to
the Real Presence of our Lord in the Eucharist. A
presence which only the Catholic Church has, and
only the Catholic Church teaches.

Mother Mary presents herself as Mother and
model of purity for the world in need of this virtue. It
is an exaltation of the virtues of poverty and humility
which have to be accepted in a Christian way.

All these apparitions gives us an important
message of prayer, rosary, penance and humility. A
message of infinite mercy for sinners and for all
humankind. So as this month of May dedicated for
reciting the rosary at the grotto of Mary, let us also
accept Mary as our Mother who cares for her
children.

- Sr. Elizabeth Fernandes MSA

“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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