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“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon
and a decisive direction.” (Pope BENEDICT XVI, DEUS CARITAS EST, 1)
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EDITORIAL
Dear Reader,

In the quiet moments of life, when the
noise of the world fades and we are left alone
with our thoughts, we might hear a
whisper—a call to delve deeper into the
essence of our being. This ancient call,
"Know thyself," has echoed through the
corridors of history, from the sacred temples
of ancient Greece to the writings of
Christian mystics. Itis a call that invites us to
embark on a journey of self-discovery, one
that is as much spiritual as it is
philosophical. The phrase "Know thyself" is
famously associated with the Oracle of
Delphi in ancient Greece, where it was
inscribed on the Temple of Apollo. For the
Greeks, this directive was a reminder of the
importance of self-awareness, humility, and
the recognition of one's limitations. It was a
call to understand one's place in the
universe, to seek wisdom, and to live a life
aligned with the virtues of the soul. But the
call to self-knowledge is not confined to the
annals of Greek philosophy. Within the
Catholic tradition, the journey inward is
seen as essential to the journey toward God.
St. Augustine wrote, "Do not go outside
yourself, but enter into yourself, for truth
dwells in the inner man." For Augustine,
knowing oneself was intrinsically linked to
knowing God, for we are made in His image
and likeness. The more we understand our
own hearts, the closer we come to
understanding the Divine.

There is a profound paradox at the
heart of the quest for self-knowledge: the
more we come to know ourselves, the more

we realize how much we do not know. The
human soul is a mystery, a reflection of the
infinite mystery of God. As we grow in self-
awareness, we encounter our limitations,
our weaknesses. But this recognition is not a
cause for despair; rather, it is an invitation to
deeper humility and reliance on God's grace.
St. Teresa of Avila described the soul as an
"interior castle," with many rooms that we
must explore to reach the center where God
dwells. The journey inward is not always
easy; it requires courage, honesty, and
perseverance. But it is a journey that leads to
true freedom, for as Christ Himself said,
"You will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free" (John 8:32). Ultimately, the
goal of self-knowledge in the Catholic
tradition is not self-absorption but self-
transcendence. As we come to know
ourselves more deeply, we are called to
move beyond ourselves in love and service
to others. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus
teaches that the greatest commandment is to
"love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
mind" and to "love your neighbor as
yourself" (Matthew 22:37-39). This
commandment encapsulates the purpose of
self-knowledge: to love more fully.

As we heed the ancient call to "Know
thyself," we discover that the journey
inward is also a journey outward, leading us
to love more deeply, live more fully, and
embrace the mystery of our existence with
open hearts.

God bless!!!
- Fr. Santhosh Francis
Editor

“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

After a well-deserved long summer break, our children and teachers are back to school. By
now they are well settled and are serious about their learning and teaching respectively.
Simultaneously the Catholic children and Catechism teachers are ready with their syllabus for the
year. The Catechetical Commission of Ajmer diocese organized and conducted a two — day Seminar
for Catechism teachers, as has been done annually.

Here is a short message to the Catechism teachers and all parents, who are the primary and
most important teachers of Catechism, to show case the nobility and sublime nature of
Catechetical ministry. The Church has always considered catechesis as one of her primary tasks,
because it has come down directly from the Great Master. Before Christ ascended to the Father, he
gave his disciples a final command — to make disciples of all nations and to teach them to observe all
that he had commanded. He thus entrusted them with the mission and power to proclaim to humanity
what they had heard, what they had seen with their eyes, what they had looked upon and touched with
their hands, concerning the Word of Life. He also entrusted them with the mission and power to
explain with authority what he had taught them, his words, actions, his signs and commandments.
And he gave them the Spirit to fulfil his mission.

The Church as a mother, makes every effort to make her children disciple of Jesus; to help
people to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, so that believing they might have life in his name, and
to educate and instruct them in this life and thus build up the Body of Christ. The Church has never
ceased to devote her energy to this task.

In recent years, Popes gave Catechesis a place of eminence through their pastoral
exhortations. Pope Paul VI, through his preaching, his authoritative interpretation of the Second
Vatican Council, and through the whole of his life, taught catechism in an exemplary fashion. On
March 18, 1971 he approved the General Catechetical Directory prepared by the Sacred
Congregation for the Clergy. He set up the International Council for Catechesis in 1975. Then he
wrote the most famous and well appreciated even to this day, his Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii
Nunciandi” (Evangelization in the Modern World) published on December 8", 1975, wherein he
emphasized catechesis for children and young people.

Pope John Paul 11 through his Apostolic Exhortation “Catechesi Tradente” (Catechesis in our
Time) published on 16" October 1979 taught us that the authentic catechesis is always Christ
Centered. At the heart of the Catechesis is a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son of
the Father ... full of grace and truth ... who suffered and died for us and who now, after rising, is
living with us forever. It is Jesus who is the Way and the Truth and the Life. This is the Pascal Mystery,
the Mystery of Jesus Christ.

When the parents, Priests, Religious and Catechism teachers teach Catechism, they lead
children and the youth to study this Pascal Mystery in all its dimensions — to know the love of Christ
which surpasses all knowledge. So one does not transmit one's own teaching but the teaching of
Christ. Therefore, when we teach Catechism, it is Christ, the Incarnate Word and Son of God, who is
taught - everything else is taught with reference to him — and it is Christ alone who teaches — anyone
else teaches to the extent that he is Christ's spokesman, enabling Christ to teach with his lips. Hence

“Faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.” (DCE, 28a)
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everyone who teaches Catechism must constantly strive to teach through his words, behaviour and
very life witness, the teaching and life of Jesus. Every Catechist should be able to apply to himselfthe
mysterious words of Jesus: “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me” (Jn. 7:16).

Jesus Christ is the teacher par excellance. All four Gospels depict him as one who teaches at
all times, “in season and out of season”. They also express that teaching was the primary and most
important ministry of Jesus. The evangelists admire, appreciate and are surprised to see him teaching
everywhere and at all times, teaching in a manner and with an authority previously unknown.
“Crowds gathered to him again; and again as his custom was, he taught them.” (Mk. 10: 1) “And they
were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority” (Mk. 1:22; Mt. 5:2).
The enemies of Jesus were worried at his teaching and so they accused him saying, “He stirs up the
people, teaching throughout the Judea, from Galilee even to this place” (Lk. 23:5). Thus we see
throughout the New Testament Jesus is given the title “Teacher”. Not only the disciples and crowds of
listeners, but also the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Doctors of the Law and the Jews address him as
Teacher. Jesus confirms this title when he says, “you call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for
so [am.” (Jn. 13:13-14) This image of Jesus the Teacher is at once majestic and familiar, impressive
and reassuring.

Asteacher of Catechism, Priests, Religious, parents and teachers, have an obligation to teach
the mystery of Christ in the light of God's word, so that the whole person of Jesus' divinity and
humanity are understood and learned. The gift of faith received in Baptism slowly grows and
develops. In the process of learning, every Christian, having accepted by faith the person of Jesus as
one Lord and Saviour, grows in the love of Christ and endeavors to know Him more and more.

+ Oswald J. Lewis
Apostolic Administrator

ilime] Pregremme [ Scheels (Sepk 2074)

01.09.24 05:30 pm Thanksgwmg__Hon Mass — Silver Jubilee of Sr. Antonia and Feast of St.
Augustine, Bijaynagar.
05.09.24 07:00 am Feast of ST. Mother Teresa, M. C. Home, Kota.

Holy Mass — Feast of Arogyamata, Sacrament of Confirmation,

07.09.24 05:30 pm Parbatpura.

10:00 am First Profession of PSA Sisters. Christ Raja Ashram, Madar.

08.09.24 . ; ;
Holy Mass — Feast of St. Mother Teresa, First Holy Communion, Kuri

U005 Bhagtasni.

Blessing of the New Block, Annual Function Sts. Peter and Paul School,
Narbatkhera.

14.09.24 06:30 am Holy Mass- Feast of Exaltation of the Cross — Mother House, MSA.
15.09.24 05:00 pm Holy Mass — Feast of Our Lady of Seven Dolours’, Bhatta, Ajmer.
29.09.24 11:00 am Holy Mass — Feast of St. Theresa of Lisieux, Jodhpur

30.09.24 05:30 pm Annual Day, St. Theresa School, Madar.

12.09.24 05:30 pm

“The command of love of neighbour is inscribed by the Creator in man's very nature.” (DCE, 31)
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“Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.” (DCE, 28a)
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Karunalaya Ashram is declared as a
Pilgrim Centre on 14" April 2024. It is also
established as Rosary Confraternity Centre
where indulgence can be obtained.

Obligations

To receive the benefits of the Indulgence,
the pilgrims may commit themselves to recite 20
decades of the Rosary once a week and register
their name at the centre.

Benefits of this devotion:

1. Special protection of the Mother of

God.
Karun alaya AS hram 2. Countless Thousands of member over
A Pilgrim Center the world receive the benefits, even
K . . nd after their death.
arunalaya came into existence on 2
Nov. 2008 as a Socio Spiritual Centre. Itis under 3. A share in the mass, prayers, and
the patronage of the Mission Sisters of Ajmer. apostolic works of the entire Dominican

“In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.” (DCE, 35)
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order.

4. On the following Feast Days:
Christmas, Easter, Annunciation,
Purification, Assumption, Our Lady of
the Rosary and the Immaculate
Conception; Indulgence can be
obtained. Pilgrims may visit the centre,
attend the Mass, say the Rosary and
offer their various intentions.

5. To receive these benefits one should
register his/her name at the centre.

This centre has the facility for the pilgrims to
stay and pray as they wish. Arrangements
will be made as per their request. A nominal
Fee will be charged.

We have a rosary garden where the twenty
mysteries are depicted.

Fr Joban OFM Cap and Karunalaya Team
will be available for retreats and spiritual
animation for the parishes and the families.
Also for outreach programs like weekend
retreats, one day prayer, counseling, youth
animation and seminars.
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Fr. Joban Mathew Sister Vinaya
Priest — Incharge Director
8384070144 6378419670

September 2024

“Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently needed.” (DCE, 36)
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The Exaltation of the Holy
Cross: A Celebration of
Faith and Triumph

The Exaltation
of the Holy Cross is a
feast that invites us to
contemplate the
profound mystery of
salvation. It is a time
to reflect on the
significance of the
cross as a symbol of
Jesus Christ's
suffering, death, and
resurrection.

The cross, a simple wooden instrument of
torture, has been transformed into a powerful
emblem of hope and redemption. It is a reminder
of the immense love that led Jesus to lay down
His life for the salvation of humanity. As we
venerate the cross, we are acknowledging the
depths of our sinfulness and the immeasurable
grace that has been bestowed upon us.

The rediscovery of the True Cross, as
recounted in the legend of Empress Helena,
serves as a powerful reminder of the enduring
power of faith and the divine guidance that can
lead us even to the most sacred of relics. It is a
testament to the unwavering belief that God's
promises are fulfilled, even in the face of
seemingly insurmountable challenges.

As we celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, let us also reflect on the personal crosses
we carry in our lives. Whether it is the burdens of
illness, loss, or disappointment, we can find
strength and solace in the knowledge that we are
not alone. Jesus Christ, who bore the weight of
the world's sins, understands our struggles and
offers us the grace to persevere.

May this feast inspire us to embrace the
cross as a symbol of transformation and growth.
Let us strive to carry our own crosses with

courage and dignity, knowing that through
suffering, we can be refined and made more like
Christ. As we gaze upon the cross, may we be
filled with gratitude, hope, and a renewed
commitment to follow in His footsteps

In the quiet moments of contemplation,
may we find peace and solace in the knowledge
that the cross is not a symbol of defeat, but of
ultimate victory. It is a testament to the enduring
power of love and the triumph of good over evil.
May the Exaltation of the Holy Cross be a source
of inspiration and comfort, guiding us on our
journey toward eternal life.

Sr. Melania MSA

Diaconate

Ordination of
Dn. Anand Dodiyar

August 11, 2024 was a day of
unprecedented joy for the brothers of St.
Joseph's Regional Seminary, Prayagraj, as 11 of
our brothers conferred upon the ordination to
Sacred Order of Diaconate. The ordination of
Dn. Anand Dodiyar, for our diocese enhanced
our joy even more. The solemn Eucharist was
celebrated by Most Rev. Louis Mascarenhas,
Bishop of Allahabad, along with a big number of
guest priests from various dioceses, gathered for
this jubilant day. Among the esteemed guests
were Rev. Frs. Joseph Olickal, Santosh Francis
and Amit Roshan, who represented the diocese.
In his homily Bishop Louis encouraged the
ordinands to be ever ready to serve in God's
vineyard; to let their hearts be filled with grace,
wisdom and power; be rooted in the Word of
God; animated by the Holy Spirit and open to all
in selfless charity.

The Holy Mass was followed by a short
felicitation program. The Josem family, along
with distinguished priests and religious guests

“The State may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee religious freedom and harmony between the followers of different religions.” (DCE, 28a)
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joyfully extended their warm congratulations
and offered heartfelt felicitations to the newly
ordained deacons. The celebrations culminated
with sumptuous lunch and in the evening a
solemn thanksgiving adoration was conducted
by the deacons. We wish Dn. Anand a joyful,
fruitful and faithful journey with the Divine
Shepherd and in the service of God's people.

- Br. Martin Abhishek Rawat
Second Year Theology
St. Joseph's Seminary, Prayagraj.

Granny's Stories

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

“Mia, did you wash your hands properly?”’
Granny asked, tucking her into bed.

“Yes, Granny. Smell and see!” the little girl
chirped presenting her hands for the smell test.

“If you haven't then
remember... the ants will
come to visit you tonight,”
Granny said seriously.

“I washed them,
Granny. Nicely, with
soap,” insisted little Mia.

“Good girl...”
smiled Granny sitting

down beside her on the
bed.

“Do ants like fish,
Granny?”

“Yes, dear. And, they
know you had fish for dinner.
They got the smell of the pomfrets
your mummy fried for dinner.”

“Hmm... those stuffed pomfrets were
yummy, Granny. Mummy cooks such tasty
food,” Mia said smacking her lips.

“Yes, your mummy is brilliant at cooking
as she's at everything she does,” Granny smiled
lovingly at her granddaughter. “And, now since
we're talking about fish, let me tell you a story
about fishes.”

“Yippeee!! Hurry, Granny. I'm all ears!”

“Yes... yes...” laughed Granny. “So, once
a great crowd followed Jesus because he had
been preaching, praying and healing people.
Jesus went up to a mountainside and sat down,
and then, he saw this huge crowd coming up the
mountainside towards him.”

“It was a big crowd, Granny? How many
people were there?” Mia asked, her eyes round
with curiosity.

“Yes, it was a bi...ggg... crowd.
Hundreds... Thousands... There were around
five thousand people,” Granny said smoothing a
wrinkle from the bed cover.

“Five thousand!”

“Yes, now Jesus knew that these people
must be hungry, they had been
listening to Him preaching for
so long. He had a gentle
heart. You've seen the
picture of the sacred

heart?”

“Yes, Granny... with
the thorns and fire,” Mia
said replying to her
grandmother eagerly.

“Yes, correct! So...

Now Jesus felt very sad for

them. He knew He

couldn't send them away

hungry. Many of them had

come from very far off places.

Something had to be done. So, He

asked His apostles to arrange some food for
these people,” Granny said.

“Granny, but how would they arrange food
for so many people so quickly? And, from

“God's passionate love for his people... is so great that it turns God against himself, his love against his justice.” (DCE, 10)
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where? They were in the mountain area, right?”

“That's exactly what his disciples were
also worried about. Then, one of the disciples
said that there was a boy in the crowd who had a
little food. Jesus asked them to bring the boy to
Him,” the grandmother went on.

“Ohh... How much food did he have,
Granny? And, what food did he have?” enquired
Amelia curiously.

“Well, he was brought to Jesus and when
they opened his basket, he had two small fishes
and five barley loaves,” Granny said seriously.

“Only two fishes and five barley loaves?
Granny, how can that be sufficient for five
thousand people?”

Granny smiled and said gently, “But
Amelia, for Jesus that was enough to feed
everyone. He told His disciples to make
everyone sit down on the grass. He then took the
loaves and fish, praised and thanked His
Heavenly Father, broke the bread and distributed
the food to those who were seated there.”

“Really, Granny? And, did everyone have
enough food to eat?”

“Oh yes! They had enough and more. In
fact, when they all had eaten He asked his
disciples to gather the leftover food in baskets.
Do you know how many baskets they filled?”

Amelia shook her head and looked
questioningly at her grandmother.

“They collected twelve baskets, full till the
top,” Granny said with a smile.

“Twelve baskets! Was this one of the
miracles that Jesus worked, Granny?” the little
girl asked inawe.

“Yes, Mia dear. This was yet another sign
Jesus performed and the people began to say that
He was a prophet sent by God,” Granny
smoothed the hair away from her forehead.

“Granny... were these people foolish?”

“Mia, what an absurd thing to say!”
Granny said in a shocked tone of voice.

“Granny, when they saw everything Jesus
did for them, then why did these same people kill
Jesus?” Amelia asked in a troubled voice sitting
up.

“Ahh... Amelia. That's an interesting
question. But Jesus died because it was the plan
of God. If God didn't want it to happen then these
people wouldn't have been able to touch His
Son. Do you realize how much God loves us? He
sacrificed His Son for us,” Granny said with a
smile.

“Yes... I love Jesus too and I love God
also.”

Granny laughed, “Yes, my dear. And, we
must remember to thank God every day. Now lie
down. It's time to sleep.”

“Granny, | have one more question.”
“Whatis that?”

“What are barley loaves, Granny? Are they
like the bread we eat with jam, cheese and
butter?” Amelia wanted to know.

“Hmm... Mia, these are made using barley
flour instead of maida or wheat flour. Then,
baking powder, salt, olive oil and water is added
to it and it is kneaded into dough which is then
baked. Sometimes, it is also rolled out like
chapattis and cut into pieces before baking. It's
ready when it gets a nice golden crispy crust on
top. And, one can eat it with the creamy yellow
butter or even the dripping golden honey.”

“Granny, will mummy make barley loaves
for teatime tomorrow?”” Amelia asked sleepily.

“Hmm... well, I'll have to speak to your
mummy and ask her whether she'll be willing to
experiment,” Granny said with a laugh. “I don't
think she has ever tried her hand at barley loaves
before.”

“Please do... I want to taste them with
butter and honey. Or fish... They'll be yummy...

“I cannot possess Christ just for myself; | can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own.” (DCE, 14)
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yummy...” Amelia mumbled drifting off into the
Land of Nod.

“Goodnight, Mia. I hope you dream of
barley bread and the hands that held them and...
hold us,” Granny said softly as she bent to kiss
her little grandchild's forehead.

- Elvira Fernandez

PRIEST - A VESSEL
OF GRACE

A vessel of grace, a heart of gold,
A priest's devotion, never grows old.
With humble heart and compassionate soul,
He serves the Lord, who makes him whole.

His kindness shines like a beacon of light,
Guiding His flock, day and night.
With compassion and gentle care,
He guides the multitude with love that's rare.

Wearing a robe of dazzling bright, a symbol true,
Sharing devotion, humility, he shines through.
A faithful servant of the Lord above,
With each breath, he shares his endless love.

A vessel of grace, a heart of gold,
A priest's devotion, never grows old.

- St Paul's Church, Vallabh Nagar, Kota
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In His Presence

What a marvellous beauty, to sit before the one,
Who soothes my sorrows like a gentle Sun.
I've seen Him with my eyes unveiled,
like Mary, | proclaim, my Spirit unassailed.

| was trapped in a dungeon of seclusion,
my life felt like a brutal explosion.
Paralyzed by countless troubled emotions,
yet my Master stirred love, setting it in motion.

I've found beauty even in pain,

a wondrous victory, a glorious gain.
Now no more will | be ashamed,
even if for the world, | am defamed.

For | know my Redeemer lives,
from anguish, abundant life He gives.
How can | describe this heavenly bliss?
You'll know it when you sit in His presence,
a joy so sweet, once tasted, never missed.
You will seek it over and over again.
Forever resting in His embrace, your heart's refrain.

- Sr. Supriya Aind MSA

“We need to build a just social order in which all receive their share of the world's goods and no longer have to depend on charity.” (DCE, 26)
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“The one who serves does not consider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation at the moment may be.” (DCE, 35)
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National Youth Day:
A Celebration of Faith, Unity,
and Cultural Vibrance

The Indian Catholic Youth Movement
proudly commemorates Youth Sunday each year
on the first Sunday of August. On August 11,
2024, the Immaculate Conception Cathedral,
Ajmer, celebrated National Youth Day with
enthusiasm. This annual event, held on the first
Sunday of August, was marked by a vibrant
liturgical service led by Rev. Fr. Raymond
Fernandes, Parish Priest. The youth actively
participated in reading the Word of God and
leading prayers, showcasing their commitment
to the Church.

In preparation for the day, extensive
planning led to competitions at the Parish,
Diocesan, and Regional levels. The evening
event, attended by grandparents and elderly
members, combined youthful energy with
seasoned wisdom, creating a joyful atmosphere.

The program, starting at 5 p.m., featured
various solo and group performances. The

“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)

PAGE 14

€alling

September 2024




youth, including college students from Daurai
and Sophia, impressed everyone with their
participation. Rev. Fr. Raymond praised the
youth's dynamic involvement and welcomed the
new Youth Animators, Mr. Vikram Theodore
and Mrs. Blanch Pal, for their dedication to
guiding the youth. The day ended on a high note,
celebrating the vibrant spirit of our community.

- Fr. Neil J. | Asst. Parish Priest

Empowering the Next
Generation: Welcoming Youth
at the Immaculate Conception

Cathedral

The youth of today play a vital role in the
life of the church, bringing energy, creativity,
and a fresh perspective to the community. Their
enthusiasm often inspires meaningful change
and fosters deeper connections among members
of all ages. By participating in worship, church
activities, and other helpful works, young
people not only develop their own faith but also
encourage others to explore their spiritual
journeys. Additionally, the church serves as a
nurturing environment where young individuals
can cultivate their talents, learn valuable life
skills, and form lasting friendships rooted in
faith.

Keeping this in mind, the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral, Ajmer organized a Youth
Meeting to welcome newcomers on July 28,
2024. The meeting began with prayer — Scripture
reading and concluded with refreshments.
Clifford Daniels and Brigle Scott led the
gathering into a prayerful atmosphere. Fr. Neil
introduced the gathering and explained the
purpose of the meeting. Thereafter, Secretary
Brigle Scott welcomed the attendees, giving
special recognition to the newcomers, who were
from Class IX. They were introduced to the
youth group.

Azel Albert, the President, presented the
report for the year 2023-2024, detailing how the
youth had assisted the church, participated in
competitions, and contributed to various church
activities over the last year. The Girl
Representative, Prerita Thomas, enlightened the
gathering on the responsibilities that the youth
bear and how they can effectively contribute to
the church at various levels. Later, members
shared their opinions on how they could function
more effectively and organize better.

Fr. Neil then illuminated the gathering
with useful tips and encouraged everyone to
participate in all activities. He expressed
gratitude to the Parish Priest, Fr. Raymond
Fernandes, for his continuous and unwavering
support, as well as to the PEXCO members and
youth. Attendance was taken, and finally, all of
us thanked God for His divine presence and
blessings as we sang the hymn “O Give Thanks.”
Thus, this gathering not only welcomed
newcomers but also strengthened the sense of
community among the youth, underscoring their
importance in the church's mission.

- Brigle Scott | Secretary — PEXCO

A Day of Joy and Unity:
Celebrating Togetherness at
the Parish Picnic

The Parish Picnic stands as a cherished
occasion that cultivates community spirit and
fortifies the bonds among parishioners. It offers
a delightful escape from the routine of church
activities, allowing families to come together,
connect, and relish each other's presence in a
relaxed and joyful atmosphere. In this spirit, the
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, Ajmer
hosted a Parish Picnic that welcomed people of
all ages, from the tiniest tots to cherished elders.

Nestled within the serene grounds of St.
Paul's School, Kishangarh, the picnic offered an
enchanting setting where attendees could

“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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unwind and cherish moments away from their
bustling lives. Laughter and delight filled the air
as families participated in a variety of fun games,

captured joyful memories through
photography, savoured delicious food,
engaged in lively conversations, and
embraced the simple pleasure of
strolling, singing, and dancing
together.

The day was truly unforgettable,
as picnic-goers experienced a surge of
joy, celebrated their shared values,
and deepened their sense of belonging
within the vibrant ICC family. With a
remarkable turnout of 135
parishioners, the event resonated with
warmth and togetherness. As the day
drew to a close, heartfelt thanks were
extended to Rev. Fr. Joseph OFM
Cap., the Principal, for graciously
providing the beautiful venue. Special
appreciation was also conveyed to
Rev. Fr. Raymond Fernandes, the
Parish Priest for his thoughtful
planning of this delightful gathering,
ensuring that the bonds of

parishioners were strengthened and cherished.

- Fr. Neil J. | Asst. Parish Priest
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“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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JODHPUR DEANERY

Festal celebration of St. Pius
X at St. Pius X Church,

Jhalamand
“Where is the road which leads us to Christ?
It is before our eyes: It is the church”.
- (St. Pope Pius X)

Keeping these enlightening words in our
mind we, the parish members of St. Pius X
Church, Jhalamand celebrated the feast of our
patron on 18" of August 2024 with great
devotion, fervor and zeal. As a spiritual
preparation we had triduum.

On the feast day the holy mass began with
a prayer dance “Karte hai hum vandana teri
aradhana”. Our two children Ivan and Emma
John received the sacrament of Confirmation.
The liturgy and the altar decoration was done by

Holy family sisters. Main celebrant Bp. Oswald
Lewis celebrated the Holy Eucharist along with
the seven priests. Special prayers were offered
asking the Lord to bless all present for the
celebration.

The choir with melodious hymns added
more colours to pray. The sermon preached by
Bp. Oswald Lewis enlightened the ministries of
St. Pius known for his devotion to Blessed
Sacrament and Holy Eucharist as well as
catechism. He also explained the life of St. Pius
and his qualities which needs to be followed for
a faithful Christian life. The presence of the
religious sisters and parishioners made the
celebration a meaningful one. Fr. David John the
parish priest thanked the bishop, fathers, sisters,
parishioners and all those participated in the
celebration.

Finally Rev. Bishop Oswald Lewis and
priests were felicitated with a gift as a token of
love and appreciation for their presence and
prayers. The feast day celebration concluded
with a fellowship meal.

- Sr. Flory D'Monte

The Feast of Queenship of
Mary Church, Barmer

The Queenship of Mary Church, Barmer
came alive to commemorate the Feast of the
Church on Sunday, 18" August 2024.The
eminent presence of the Most. Rev. Oswald J.
Lewis, the Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese of Ajmer elevated the occasion as he

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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took the role of the main celebrant with Fr.
Thomas Thevalassery, our parish Priest. Bishop
was welcomed with a Tilak and Garland. The
theme of the day's sermon was the importance of
Eucharist. “The bread that I shall give is my flesh
for the life of the world.” (John 6:51) The
Eucharist is the highest expression of Jesus' self-
giving, is an abiding gift for us. He also said that
Mary is entitled to the highest honor that can be
bestowed upon any creature, for she is glorious
Queen of the Universe.

The Solemnity of Assumption is
prolonged in the celebration of the Queenship of
Blessed Virgin Mary, which occurs seven days
later. On this day we contemplate her who,
seated beside the King of the Ages, Shines forth
as Queen and Intercedes as mother. The
melodious choir under the guidance of Sr. Josely
set the mood of a devotional ambience. The
celebration came to an end with a sumptuous
meal provided to everyone. The faithful
departed with heart aglow with renewed faith
and strengthened sense of belonging,
strengthening their spirituality and reaffirming
the importance of Mary's unwavering devotion.

- Shilna Biju
National Youth Day

Celebration

This year all the four parishes at Jodhpur
joined together and celebrated National Youth
Day at St. Mother Teresa Church Kudi, Jodhpur.

The celebration began with the holy
Eucharist in which Rev. Fr. Aubert Carvalho, Fr.
Niranjan, Fr. Lourdu Joseph, Fr. Shubham, Fr.
David John, Fr. Vicky took part. The main
celebrant was Fr. Lourdu Joseph, who in his
introduction emphasized the theme of the Youth
Day this year, "Those who hope in the Lord will
run and not be weary." Fr. Aubert in his homily
emphasized the role of youth in the modern
world. The participation of the youth was
admirable in conducting the liturgy and the choir
under the guidance of Sr. Jessy Paul

After the mass refreshments were served.
Then several games were organised by Fr.
Niranjan, Fr. Shubham and Rev. Sisters of Holy
Family and F.C.C. After the games the winners
were awarded with prizes by Fr. Aubert. At the
end, the participants were served biryani and
raita.

- Jassi Deep

NATIONAL YOUTH DAY
CELEBRATION AT ST.
THOMAS CHURCH, BALOTRA

"Let no one despise your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity." (1 Timothy 4:12)

The celebration of National Youth Day at
St. Thomas Church, Balotra, was marked by
deep spiritual devotion and joy. Despite their
small numbers, the youth of St. Thomas Church

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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took a leading role in the liturgy, showing
remarkable initiative. They actively participated
in every aspect of the Mass, from the entrance
procession and readings to the offertory and
their harmonious singing added a special grace
to the Holy Eucharist.

Rev. Fr. Ronald, our parish priest, offered
the Mass and extended heartfelt wishes to all the
youth, sharing a message of encouragement and
hope. In his homily, he skillfully wove together
words of inspiration, urging the youth to
embrace their age with enthusiasm while
nurturing their faith in God and commitment to
the Church. Our parish sisters played a sheet-
anchored role in grooming and guiding the
youth, ensuring that the day was truly
remarkable.

The day was filled with a profound sense
of devotion and community spirit among all who
gathered in the church. The celebration
concluded with a joyful cake-cutting ceremony,
where warm wishes and greetings were
exchanged, leaving everyone with a sense of
fulfillment and spiritual renewal.

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
CELEBRATION

St. Pius X Church,
Jhalamand

“Nobody can do for little children what

grandparents do. Grandparents sort of

sprinkle stardust over the lives of little
children”.

Grandparents are the family's greatest
treasure, the founders of a loving legacy, the
greatest storytellers, and the keepers of tradition.
Grandparents are the family's strong foundation.
Grandparents possess a unique power to help the
generations to overcome the difficult paths with
so much ease, through their valuable guidance.
To honour them St. Pius X parish Jhalamand
celebrated Grandparents Day on Friday, 28" July
2024 with great enthusiasm and fervor.

The celebration began with a Holy mass
celebrated by parish priest Fr. David John. In the
homily Fr. David highlighted the role of
Grandparents in the family. Special liturgy was
organized and grandparents were felicitated
with the gift by the parish priest. The liturgy
concluded with the special blessing for all the
grandparents.

After the Mass we had small get together
sharing the breakfast.

Sr. Flory D'Monte

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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St. Mother Teresa
Church, Kudi

The parishioners of St. Mother Theresa
Church, Kudi celebrated the grandparents' day
on 28"July 2024. The day was filled with love,
gratitude, and appreciation for the grandparents.

The Eucharistic celebration began with a
special procession by the grandparents followed
by altar servers, Rev. Fr. Lourdu Joseph and
Rev.Fr. Shubham Peter Baryawal. When the
Grandparents reached the altar, they were
welcomed with arathi and thilak. A beautiful
introduction was given by Miss. Angela. It
reminded us of the love, wisdom and experience
they share with us, enriching our lives.

Rev. Fr. Lourdu Joseph was the main
celebrant and Rev Fr. Shubham Peter Baryawal
in his homily emphasised on the invaluable role
of grandparents in our lives and how it promoted
intergenerational bonding.

During the service, a special offertory was
led by the grandparents, symbolizing their
commitment to seeking blessings from the
Almighty for the wonderful work they do for
their families. The melodious singing by the
church choir enhanced the beauty of the
celebration.

After the Holy Communion, a special
thanks giving prayer was recited by Miss Amita
Tirkey for our beloved grandparents.

We felicitated our Grandparents by cutting
the cake at the entrance of the Church and
presented a gift to each Grandparent for their

valuable contribution to their family and the
Church. At the end the parishioners were served
cold drinks and snacks.

- Mrs. Stella David

St. Teresa's Jodhpur

On Sunday, August 28th, St. Theresa's
Church Jodhpur celebrated Grandparents' Day.

The celebration began with Holy Mass at
8.30 am, during which all the Grandparents were
given a little badge as a token of remembrance
and then brought in procession to the sanctuary.
The Mass was celebrated by Fr. Aubert Carvalho
with Fr. Elias Niranjan as con-celebrant. The
youth planned the liturgy and saw to every
detail. In the homily Fr. Aubert told us of the
importance of Grandparents in our families and
urged us to be insipid by their lives and
experiences. There were prayers offered during
the Prayers of the Faithful for Grandparents,
their families and all the Parishioners, then the
Grandparents brought their gifts at the offertory.

After the final blessing, Cindrella Didi
thanked all, specially the Grandparents for their
love and service towards the Church, Family and
Society. At the end of the Mass all the
Grandparents came forward for a special
blessing and after the final hymn all proceeded
towards the entrance of the church for the cutting
of'the cake by the two senior most Grandparents.
It was followed by the distribution of snacks and
cold drinks, arranged by the youth and some
sponsors. We extend our heartfelt wishes for a
long and happy life to all the Grandparents
around the world. Long live our Grandparents.

- Ms. Ruth Shibu

St. Vianney Day

Celebration
St. Teresa Church, Jodhpur

Our Parish is known for its support to the
Priests, so on Vianney Sunday Fr. Subham

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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Baryawal was invited to celebrate Mass in our
Parish — it was his first Mass in the Parish. As he
reached the sanctuary, Fr. Subham was
garlanded by little children and bouquets were
offered by the youth, MSA and SFN Sisters and
the Parish Council.

The Parish Children and the Youth took up
the Liturgy & the Choir. With a young Priest as
the Main Celebrant and the young ones singing,
reading, praying the Prayers of the Faithful and
bringing the gifts the atmosphere was vibrant
and the participation too was lively.

At the end of the Mass the Priests (four
priests) cut a cake, were felicitated with potted
sapling and Fr. Subham was gifted a token of
appreciation by the Parish and then as the
custom goes all came forward to kiss the hands
of the new Priest. All then proceeded for a snack
outside the church Hall. It became a memorable
day for the Priests Fr. Aubert, Fr. Cantius, Fr.
Elias Niranjan and Fr. Shubham. God Bless our
Priests.

KOTA DEANERY

St. John Mary Vianney

A Sacred Vessel of Honour and Grace

“The priest is not a priest of himself;
He is for you.”

A servant of the divire
With compassion, he does shire,
¢a/b@¢ tis flock with gentte care,
Ad offeriny solace beyond comparee,
tis heart s full of Kirdness trae

He ot a beacon, J’é/}(/}g/ L%Ma/é
ln tines of Juy, i tines of strife
#e offers comfort, a precios ffe,
Hi presence a/é/(s’/em’ éo/e and peace
A Mﬂrr/}y bath, fw‘ //fea/’ with reboase.
In his eyes, a deep wisdom shires,
Reflecting the beauty, that's truly divive.

An intercessor for the souls that
desperately sob, seeking the mercy and love that
heals the afflicted. The priest, the Christ-bearer,
becomes the compassionate confessor, the hope
of'the devastated.

Saint John Mary Vianney, a devout and
humble priest, has been an inspiration for those
yearning for a spiritual life. Despite lacking in
many abilities, his piety and spiritual power
transformed a village of non-believers, for
which, to this day, the Church commemorates
him and his legacy on his feast day, August 4,
2024.

St. Paul's Church, Vallabh Nagar, Kota,
celebrated the feast of Saint John Mary Vianney,
which commenced with the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, where the liturgy was led by St.
Francis of Assisi zone. The Priesthood is the love
of'the heart of Jesus. When you see a priest, think
of our Lord Jesus Christ, states Saint John
Vianney. It was a day of priests, so the
Eucharistic celebration included an eloquent
and precise explanation of the life of a saint and
the life of a priest, and it was followed by prayers

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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for the renewal and strengthening of the faith of
all the priests in the parish, diocese, and the
world.

A short and sweet cake-cutting ceremony
followed the Eucharistic celebration. A bouquet
was presented by the members of the Women's
Commission as a token of gratitude and
appreciation for the tireless service of our Parish
Priest Rev. Father Joseph Crasta, and the Assist.
Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Nithin Stellus.

- Neetu Liz Jose

Grandparents

The True Gems
St. Paul's Church, Vallabh Nagar, Kota

Every wrinkle, every smile,
Narrates a story covered at each mile.
Sharing seasons and imparting lessons,
You shaped our lives with your essence.
Your nurturing hands and benevolent heart,
Strengthens us giving us a great head start.
Your wisdom is our guiding light,

In the brightest mornings or twilight.
Your laughter is a sweet song,

A melody that will echo lifelong.

Your love gives us a feeling of plenitude,
For which we will always express our
gratitude.

"Children's children are a crown to the
aged and parents are the pride of their children."
(Proverbs 17:6)

The Bible verse tells us that grandparents
wear their grandkids' love and joy like a
sparkling crown. Grandkids are the light of their
lives and grandparents light up the lives of their
grandkids. Yes, grandparents are a true gift of
God. The wrinkle on their golden face, those
small glittery eyes and the silver hair explain the
real story behind the journey of their life.
Grandparents can impact the life of their
grandkids positively by imparting moral and
social values that are required at the growing

stage. They provide acceptance, patience, love,
stability, wisdom, fun and support to their
grandkids. No matter how old they are or how
hard it might be for them to run after the little
ones, they will never show their incapacity. Kids
recognise their unconditional love and share a
unique and special bond with them which can't
be expressed in words.

But, in today's challenging world, where
parents are working full time, maybe in different
states or countries, kids are missing out on the
quality time they can spend with their
grandparents. At times, when grandparents are
within reach, they are considered as boring or
useless. There are some elderly, who are left
behind by their children just because they have
become old and require a lot of care. There are
millions of reasons why the elderly have been
castoff.

Psalms 71:9 says, "Do not cast me off in
my old age" which is the theme of the fourth
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly.

On this occasion in his message, Pope
Francis recognises the situation of loneliness of
many elderly people today and assures them that
God never abandons his children, never.

He says that we must listen to the voice of
the elderly who say, " Do not abandon me!" The
Pope has urged all of us to strengthen the alliance
between grandparents and grandchildren,
between the young and the old. Our future
depends a great deal on how grandparents and

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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grandchildren learn to live together.

Thus, Saint Paul's Church, Vallabh Nagar,
Kota, celebrated World Day of Grandparents
and the Elderly on 28th July 2024 to express love
and gratitude for all the grandparents and the
elderly. The Holy Mass began with a beautiful
procession of all the grandparents in the church.
The liturgy was conducted by the children who
made the celebration more meaningful. Special
prayers were dedicated for the good health and
wellness of the grandparents. The day turned
into a memorable one with the cutting of cake
which represented the joy and sweetness of life.
The Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Joseph Crasta and The
Assistant Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Nithin Stellus,
offered presents to all the grandparents and
made their day more precious.

Indeed, it was a day to remember and also
to realise that 'The old are the precious gem in
the centre of the household'.

- Mrs. Rini Manish

St. Joseph the Worker
Church, Kota

Grandparents Day at St. Joseph the
Worker Church was a heartwarming and joyous
occasion celebrated on Sunday, 28th July in
honor of St Joachim & St Anne the parents of
Mother Mary & the Grandparents of Jesus. The
liturgy & celebrations were very well planned &
organized by our parish youth under the
guidance of Rev. Fr. Martin Anto & Rev. Fr Sijin.

The day began with a special Holy Mass
con-celebrated by Fr. Martin Anto & Fr. Sijin
dedicated to grandparents, where special
blessings and intentions were offered. The
melodious voices of our parish youth choir
elevated the level of praise & worship during
mass. Soon after mass everyone present were
treated to a sumptuous breakfast in the church
premises, thus fostering a sense of community
togetherness.

The grandparents were once again made to
feel elated by giving them a royal entry in
procession from the rear entrance of the hall
handing each grandparent a coupon entitling
them to a series of lucky draws. The procession
moved through a well decorated aisle lined on
either sides by our youth and parishioners
showering the grandparents with petals &
confetti. A special acknowledgment to two little
children of our parish Osheen & Albin dressed as
St. Anne and St. Joachim, they also walked down
the aisle to be seated on stage with baby Mary
whose presence added a significant touch to the
event.

The talented youth of the parish exhibited
an incredible display of performances,
showcasing their skills and entertaining the
audience. Adding to the excitement, a series of
surprise lucky draws was held for the
grandparents, bringing additional cheer joy and
smiles to the event. The day concluded with
everyone enjoying ice cream, before they left for
their homes, thus wrapping up & taking back
memories of a fabulous celebration.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Rev.
Father Martin Anto, Father Sijin, and the
talented youth for organizing such a beautiful
program. It was a day filled with warmth, love,
and joy, enjoyed by all who attended.

- Cheryl Anthony D'silva

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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“Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he loves me.” (DCE, 18)
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HIST B 3AT-E ST |
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“The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.” (DCE, 22)
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“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)

September 2024

€alling

PAGE 33



A 3 YR & TR AT H T 13 HEl
YREAT WR B Y, q9 ¥R T ST B Sllad
S § gaw fHar, ok wed € 99 9 & g4
T3 (I @1 fell @& A1y A a3 & forg
SEEREN

ST A URY H AT IRERT Diciol 4
TaeT foraT, I_i+ JTUAT A9 gRac fahar aiik
39 I TEIRGHE g9 Y| SfdIR AR
SHIRGE UF & &R H | | o9
W W SdT WD I g, al
SIIRIY =1 99 STaTe H 3R a8l a
RISAT BT T | SIMIIR SN &
A DI HEGH (BT, otfh 59 Se—Hd
1 geeTYfd H 37T drell gAIfaal ik SIfgH!
I AT HIY 1Y |

U SiSTad | ol SWR A8l Y b 39
ST TS Wl I, oifhT I8 Uget o i
wmszeaﬁw%‘,%mﬂﬁﬁaﬁ

IRICIfCd SIH—ITA & ATl I"Igfh‘l

fhT 7T @R 1530 H T/IYT UA.U. B S
T B |

hHRT:

IR A YT BRAT A1 3Taeda o7 | R
TR gl W] B o | Afernrer fagr ug
freqre o= & b ST BT AT BT HYBT S
QT & M W SET ST & IR ARG &
AR DT AT HRap A o U T2
foren 8 | I8 g A wr ¥ fordl g
off |

FfeTHax
fag@ @€ A9 a
& f w0 ARG
AR AT I vy
I BT form 2 |
FARTIT  3MIN

H@Wfﬁ

8¢ g

sﬁ'\fﬂﬁﬁa?ﬁw

W Iedd AT

qd Ugd Y o |

CIRCID|

DI IMSIE DI IR 79 SIferdl &

WA B gGel JUIRAT F9T JTSET BT ST Bl

& <=1 B 3= i g | ufdy

T IF | 31 IfHaR fag w+d g

A BT FEAER T §.9. 80 3R 90 &

&y forg T o |

AR B 391 # gga) afifeat &

faey wm fear @ 21 gEEER @l

TR AR gl T8 Jfad el § fb

T=2] B I T g TR H g8 | GEAER

H UFE BT G &1 TS | 98 STATRIAT bl

gHee] o7 | g7 99 dTdl Pl A H G R

R fag™ I8 AFd € & gomamR @t
T BT R S=ATRIAT 2 |

@D DT IeY : PRI e # & T
TEERVT AR Fabal gRT WA BT FIATAR
ENIGIIERCZ e NG W G131 B B o BT
el @1 gRYuidr &, difs &9 I8
frear o o5 QR faem= &1 9wiEl e
A Ue H Hag el Web | g sl o o
IS USSP ST Bl AR AT D JfdaTdr &
W H WDHR BN | oRgD BAIRTAT & WAl
DI FEID D BY ¥ AU Ub Bl YRABT B
w9 H Y PHRAT B WA WY ofGD S
3fTEITeIh] Dl IR QT & Sl g4l AR IFDH

“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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Fr. William Barrocas 07/09/1938
Fr. Mukesh Rawat 26/09/1963
Fr. Amit Roshan 28/09/1989
Fr. Shubham Baryawal 09/09/1995

P Fr. Bonaventure OFM Cap  27/09/1989

“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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CONGRATULATIONS DEAR DEACON ANAND ON RECEIVING DIACONATE

GRANDPARENTS' DAY ST. TERESA CHURCH, JODHPUR GRANDPARENTS' DAY CELEBRATION, ST. MOTHER TERESA CHURCH, KUDI

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION, TONK GRANDPARENTS’ DAY ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, VALLABH NAGAR

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY, MALAROAD, KOTA YOUTH SUNDAY CELEBRATION, ST. THOMAS CHURCH, BALOTRA

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY, HOLY ROSARY CHURCH, MADAR ST. MARY CHURCH’S FEAST, NASIRABAD
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