W of W Church is dedicated to




CHURCH FEAST, HOLY COMMUNICATION AND CONFIRMATION AT BHAWANIKHERA

CONFERRING OF THE MINISTRY OF ACOLYTE AND LECTOR, PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY AT ST. ANN'S CHURCH, MOUNT ABU

BIBLE FESTIVAL AT KARUNALAYA CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY AT KOTA DEANERY



PREVIOUS ISSUE

IPATRONE
Most Rev. Oswald ]. Lewis

Apostolic Administrator
Bishop's House
Kaiserganj, Ajmer - 305001

EDIRORIATHBOARD

Fr. Santhosh Francis - Chief Editor
Fr. Anthony Davidson  Fr. Jolly MCBS

Fr. Nithin St. Rozario PSA
Fr. Gilbert Sr. Rajat FSMA
Mr. Manish Singh

Office,

'NAVEEN‘I'A

Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Near IGMENZ I.T.l., Madar,
Ajmer - 305024

Mob. 9672116724

L Email : rajcallingajmer@gmail.com )

Rajasthan Calling

DECEMBER, 2024

CONTENTS
Editorial 2
Shepherd's Voice 3
Granny’s Stories 8
Advent : Pilgrims of Hope 12
Conferring of the ministry of Acolyte and Lector 13
Big Truths for Little Kids 14
A Season of Wonder - Article 15
Death - Article 33
ferg Wit @1 wew 5
T - W STt 11
3renely - fuo fAfa - feom H=en 15
SR I+ 22
NG| 31
| IR SR - B1. Sas gt 34
wadl & =l fael § 35
Ajmer Deanery News 16
Mt. Abu Deanery News 19
Kota Deanery News 19
Jodhpur Deanery News 20

St. Thérese of Lisieux: "A God who became so small could only be mercy and love."

Rajasihan(€alling

December 2024

PAGE 01



EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

Christmas is more than twinkling lights
and the exchange of gifts. Beneath its surface of
merry traditions lies a profound truth: Christmas
is the season where love is born anew. It is not
merely a celebration of the past but a rekindling
of humanity's capacity for compassion,
kindness, and connection. Historically,
Christmas commemorates the birth of Jesus
Christ, amoment framed in the language of love.
The nativity story speaks of a divine love so
immense that it sought to dwell among us,
wrapped in the humility of a manger. This act, as
the Christian faith teaches, was not merely
symbolic but transformative—a declaration that
love transcends power, wealth, and status. Yet,
Christmas's message of love is not confined to
religious belief. Across cultures and traditions,
this season becomes a canvas for human
generosity. Strangers become neighbors as acts
of kindness ripple through communities. Food
drives, donations, and heartfelt gestures remind
us of our shared humanity, highlighting a love
that unites rather than divides.

At its heart, the love born in Christmas is
deeply relational. It calls us to pause amidst the
rush and listen—to the laughter of children, the
quiet wisdom of elders, and the unspoken needs
of those who feel unseen. This love invites us to
embrace the imperfections of our connections,
to offer forgiveness, and to celebrate the small,
everyday moments that anchor us to one another.
In a world often fragmented by division,
Christmas offers a counter-narrative. It whispers
that love is not a scarce resource but a wellspring
within each of us. The birth celebrated at
Christmas is not only of a child in Bethlehem but
of love's enduring renewal in our lives. It is a
reminder that each of us holds the power to
embody this love, turning our homes and hearts
into places of warmth and welcome. As we
gather this Christmas, let us honor its true spirit.

Let our celebrations be marked not just by the
gifts we exchange but by the love we give and
receive. In doing so, we ensure that the miracle
oflove born in Christmas continues to illuminate
the darkest nights, guiding us toward a world
made whole through compassion and care.

This Christmas, let that love take flight,
A beacon in the darkest night.
For love was born to heal, to mend,
A timeless gift that will not end.

I'would like to extend my deepest gratitude
to all the esteemed members of our Editorial
Board. My heartfelt thanks go especially to Fr.
Joseph Sunni, Fr. Elias Niranjan, Sr. Clarissa
PSA, Sr. Dionysia PSA, and Mr. Manish Rawat
for their invaluable contributions towards the
publication of Rajasthan Calling in the year
2024.

Wish you all a Happy Christmas.

- Fr. Santhosh Francis

Editor
Fr. Clement Cutinho 05/12/1966
Fr. Hyacinth Pinto 14/12/1937
Fr. Robin John 19/12/1983
Fr. Aubert Carvalho 31/12/1952
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

With the commencement of Advent, the Catholic Church begins a new liturgical year. The
Advent liturgy of each day and Sunday in particular reminds us of the SIN that separated us from God
and the necessity of the Saviour to redeem us. It calls us to begin afresh, to look forward with great
hope and prepare oneself for the one who is our Saviour, Jesus our Lord. The theme of Advent is
“Maranatha” “Come Lord Jesus”. We begin the Season of Advent with our hearts and minds open to
receive the Lord and await his coming with great expectation. This is symbolically expressed through
the Advent Wreath that we place in our Churches on the 1" Sunday of Advent. Though we have been
seeing the Advent Wreath, we may not know its meaning and significance for our life.

In the 16" century the German Lutherans began placing an Advent Wreath in the church.
However it did not become popular for about three centuries. Then a German Lutheran Pastor Johann
Henrich Wichern, who was working among the very poor people, invented the modern Advent
Wreath. During Advent, children at the mission school Rauhes Haus, founded by Wichern in
Hamburg, would ask daily if Christmas had arrived. In 1839, he built a large wooden ring, made of an
old cartwheel, and placed 20 small red and 4 large white candles on it. A red candle was lit
successively everyday during the week and a large white candle was lit on a Sunday. Thus the school
children were taught to count the days of Advent and await the Christmas. This custom became
popular among Protestant Churches in Germany. Gradually the wheel became smaller and only the
large 4/5 candles survived. The Roman Catholics in Germany adopted this custom in 1920/ 1930s. It
spread to North America and gradually all through the Catholic World.

Advent wreaths are circular, representing God's infinite love through a circle. The wreath is
made of evergreen leaves, which represents the hope of eternal life, a hope that never ends and ever
fresh. Four candles are kept within the wreath, representing the four weeks of the Advent Season
during which we faithfully await the coming of the Messiah. Each of the four candles has its own
significance, the candle lit on the 1" Sunday symbolises the Christian concept of Hope; the candle lit
on 2" Sunday expresses Peace; the third candle signifies Joy and the fourth candle stands for Love.
Of the four candles three are Violet colour because Violet is the popular colour in the Catholic and
Protestant Churches. One candle is Rose colour that is lit on 3 Sunday of Advent, known as

“Gaudete Sunday” meaning “to rejoice”, which is the theme of the 3 Sunday liturgy and readings.

Some keep a White Candle in the centre of the Wreath which symbolises Christ. Known as
“Christ Candle”, it is lit at the Midnight Mass, expressing the joy of the birth of Christ, the light of the
world. White colour is the traditional liturgical colour in the Western Church.

The Advent Wreath stands as a symbol of a great reality. The evergreen colour of the wreath
expresses the eternal love of God for man, that prompts him to send his only begotten Son to redeem
man from sin. The colours of the candle symbolize the hopeful awaiting for the Lord's arrival. We
remember the parable of the Ten Virgins. The five wise virgins kept the lamp burning to welcome the
bridegroom. Similarly we light the candles and keep the flame burning in anticipation for the return
of the Lord. The Advent liturgy, especially the readings help us to be vigilant, waiting, to be alert,
attentive and ready, burning brightly with zeal to receive the Lord not only at the Christmas, but also
in our daily life in preparation for the final coming of Christ.

The great Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord is celebrated every year. But this year, being
the year of the Great Jubilee 2025 it has a tremendous meaning for all. The birth of Jesus, the Saviour

St. Anthony of Padua: "O Father, in your Truth (that is to say, in your Son, humbled, needy and homeless) you have humbled me."
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of the World, brings joy and cheer to the whole human race. We celebrate the mystery of the
Incarnation, the belief that the Son of God was born of the Blessed Virgin Mary and entered this world
as a weak, dependent and vulnerable child. Jesus, whose name means, “God Saves”, entered the
world to save us. His birth 2025 years ago was a milestone in human history. Celebrating that
historical event, we rejoice immensely “For a child is born to us, a Son is given us; upon his shoulder
dominion rests. He will be named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace” (Is. 9:6).

The Gospels presents two accounts of the birth of Jesus. St. Mathew begins with the
genealogy of Jesus and narrates the Birth of Jesus, Visit of the Wise Men from the East, The Flight to
Egypt, The Massacre of the Innocents and the Return from Egypt in the first two chapters. St. Luke
begins the Infancy narrative from the announcement by Angel Gabriel and the Visitation to Elizabeth.
The Birth of Jesus is described in a beautiful way, emphasizing that Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, the city of David. The first born was placed in a manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes
“because there was no place for them in the inn.” (Lk. 2:7) The Angels announced the birth of Jesus to
the Shepherds, who set out immediately and worshipped the New Born Child while the Angels sang
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.”(Lk. 2:14)

The Central theme of both Synoptic Gospels is the Birth of Jesus. For St. Mathew, Jesus is
“Emmanuel” means “God is with us”. For St. Luke, Jesus is the Saviour of Mankind, the Messiah.
Both present the child Jesus as the fulfilment of God's salvific plan. The only purpose of the birth of
Jesus is to bring salvation to the world. Christmas is all about the powerful entrance of God into the
world for the salvation of mankind. St. John expresses this as a mystery - “In the beginning was the
Word. And the Word was with God and the Word was God.” (Jn. 1:1) “And the Word became flesh: he
pitched his tent among us.” (Jn. 1:14) St. John goes on to say that all this took place because of the
immense love God has for man. Talking to Nicodemus, Jesus explained, “God so loved the World that
he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him may not perish, but may have eternal life.” (Jn.
3:16) According to St. Athanasius and St. Gregory of Nyssa, “God became human so that humanity
might become divine.” St. Irenacus of Lyons tells us, “The glory of God is man fully alive.” It means
for a person to be fully alive, God must first dwell in his / her heart. Because of Jesus' birth, we are
given the opportunity to commune with God and participate in the divine life in an intimate way.

The Christmas accounts remind us of the self emptying of the Divine Son, Jesus and
embracing frail human nature and the situation of poverty. His family had to undertake a difficult
journey from Galilee to Bethlehem of Judea. They had to take refuge in a cave. Jesus was born in the
darkness and cold of night. He was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. This situation
is similar to that our present situation. We are called to empty ourselves like Jesus so that God can
enter our hearts and dwell there. We must become like little innocent Children in order to accept our
total surrender to God and dependence on him. At every step we rejoice the presence of God because
he is “Emmanuel, God with us”. At this Christmas let us extend our love and service to those who are
in darkness, those struggling in poverty, those suffering with various sickness and looking for
healing; those who are homeless and living in make shift shelters; those who are migrants and have no
place to live in, those who are abandoned and separated from their loved ones, those who are in war —
borne situations. May this Christmas bring joy, peace, unity, comfort, solace and happiness to one and
all. Wish you the Joy and Peace of Christmas.

+ Oswald J. Lewis
Apostolic Administrator

St. Bonaventure: "The very name of Jesus is a name of salvation. It is a saving name; it savors of all good things."
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Plan of Apostolic Administrator

Date Time Programmes
02.12.24 01:00 pm | Annual Sports, St. Paul’ School, Phalodi.
06.12.24 05:30 pm | Annual Function, St. Paul’ School, Vallabhnagar.
09.12.24 05:30 pm | Solemnity of Immaculate Conception, Holy Mass, 1. C. Cathedral, Ajmer.
10.12.24 07:00 pm | Christmas get —together of Priests, Naveenta —Madar.
11.12.24 07:00 am | Advent Recollection for Priests, Naveenta —Madar.
12:00 noon | Annual General Body Meeting of the Societies.
13.12.24 05:00 pm | Inauguration of the New Block, St. Paul’ School, Pal Road, Jodhpur.
14.12.24 05:00 pm | Silver Jubilee of St. Mary” School, Ramganj Mandi.
15.12.24 04:30 pm | Ecumenical Carol Singing, St. Paul’ School, Ajmer.
18.12.24 05:00 pm | Annual Function, Nirmala School, Kota.
21.12.24 01:00 pm | Annual Sport’ Day, St. Paul” School, Mala Road, Kota.
24.12.24 10:30 pm | Nativity of our Lord, Holy Mass, I. C. Cathedral, Ajmer.
25.12.24 08:00 am | Christmas Day Holy Mass, 1. C. Cathedral, Ajmer.
04:00 pm | Christmas Mahotsav —Ajmer.
26" to 28" | *** On Leave.
29.12.24 08:00 am | Inauguration of the Jubilee 2025, Holy Mass, 1. C. Cathedral, Ajmer.
30.12.24 10:00 am | Holy Mass —First Holy Communion, Confirmation and inauguration of the Centenary Year, St. Michael Church, Suket.
31.12.24 10:00 pm | Thanksgiving Adoration —Holy Mass, Holy Rosary Church Madar.
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St. Ambrose: "He was a baby, and He became bread, so that He might be eaten."
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St. Teresa of Avila: "How great a joy to be able to say with complete truth: God is with us."

December 2024 Raj»arstha‘n Calling PAGE 07



AT SR P © b gor Shifdd g9 981 8, foRe 9a9 ugel $5aR S fadl 3

AT BHRAT & | 9 TG D ST o 84 $2R A HaTG B AR IFD U= Sila H T84 AHIERI

BT ITHIST AR fear 2 |

I ST &l g &4 I8 a1e faama & & g3 Wy 39

= T Bl 99 Xa9Td B

FIRAT T bR BT, TRET BT Tol IR 3R BfSATSAT BT HET | S+ 3= IRAR & 1
Tellel Y IGAT & Idcied ddb HeH ITAT DI, AR b ThT H IROT ol | Wh 9 3G 7 T

JIERT IR ST I H O o1 | S huet H dUeH? R § g7 737 |
I Refd 4R 31T & ARl Bl IRE © | 99 AY D AT 8 & 1, 84 W1 W Bl

WTell R B foru

AT 3T 2, lfch 89 $%aR Bl Yo BT F WIHR HR Fb 3R Iq W [

TRE R 81 9 | &R Uet §H $5aR I3[0+ SI1a+ Bl A& 9T 8 | 98 SHIU, I "$5aR
AR AT | 399 WRA STI=i @ STaRR WX, B 19T UH 3R HaT 39 Al § 91 S Sar=it

3R TR 7 g9 g &, S 31 SR 1 U= € 3R oIS B I8 S B B |
ST 9ER & IR SRR qR1 3 78 %2 €, o IRomedf B foRwpd € 3iR oAl & fawe Ty

2, 3R S gg a1 Awveyot R # | 29 TRa SN &l |aer S0 ol e, 2nifd, g,
3ITEI, RTET AR G TR MY | FT T R STl DI YHBFA |

Granny's Stories
The Little Fir Tree

“Granny... Granny!”
“Yes, Mia dear,” replied the grandmother.

“Tell me a story. A Christmas story!” the
little girl said climbing onto her grandmother's
bed and tugging at the covers.

“Ahh-ha... You want a Christmas story!
Wonderful! It's almost Christmas... So, why
not! Have your parents finished baking the plum
and ribbon cakes?”” Granny queried getting into
the quilt beside the little girl.

“They're still baking them. It's very boring,
having to wait, Granny. The kitchen smells so
good. I asked them if the cakes are baked, I
wanted a piece but they sent me to you, to listen
to a Christmas story,” Amelia pouted.

“Oh... I see!” laughed Granny. “Hmm...

— 99 TS
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ

Let me see what story | have for you today.”

“Tell me story with Santa and Baby Jesus,
Granny!” chirped Amelia.

“Ahh... Very well! So... Long, long ago
on a high mountainside where the Wind roared
loudly grew many beautiful fir trees. Their
leaves were evergreen and they had sharp
needles. The trees laughed and swayed to the
music of the Wind. He told them tales of far and
near describing gardens, children, houses,
streets and even fairies, for he had been to
Fairyland as well. Soon Winter arrived and with
him came the Snow Queen. She waved her white
mantle and soft snowflakes covered the entire
countryside and mountainside. One night the fir
trees overheard Wind, Winter and the Snow
Queen talking. They began to tremble with
excitement at what they heard. The few
snowflakes that had managed to sit still on their
pretty bright green leaves slid off with delighted
squeals.”

“What were they talking about, Granny?”

St. Bernard of Clairvaux: "Who is there who would not now wish to embrace the Christ child and to be embraced by Him?"
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asked Mia with huge round eyes.

“Mia dear, whatever they spoke about
caused a great deal of excitement among the fir
trees. The trees began discussing which of them
was going to be the lucky one to get chosen.
Each of them boasted of his or her good looks.
Now, near these tall fir trees stood a small fir
tree. He listened to them quietly hardly daring to
speak because they considered him too small
and insignificant to talk to. Sometimes they
laughed at him and made fun of the way his
branches were growing. Do you know they used
to call him 'Shortie'? Poor fellow!”

“Ohh... How bad these big fir trees were!”
the little girl said with zest.

“Yes, no doubt. The little fir tree wished he

could grow up quickly and
become as beautiful as the
other fir trees! He prayed to
God to hear his prayer. He
hoped that he would bring
happiness and smiles to many
people by growing up into a
handsome young tree.”

“Then did he grow up
quickly, Granny?” Amelia
asked curiously.

“No, Mia.” Granny said

solemnly. “But something else happened. One
night a little robin got lost. It was really very cold
and the trees knew that the Snow Queen would
surely pay them a visit soon. The Wind had told
them earlier that evening to expect a visit from
her. The robin flew to all the fir trees and asked
them for shelter in their branches as it was so
cold. He was shivering.”

“Ohh... Did they help him?” Mia queried,
her cheek resting on her palm as she turned
towards her grandmother.

“No way! They all shooed him away. They
told him they were waiting for someone
special,” Granny said.

“Oh no! How rude! What happened to the

little robin, Granny?”’ Amelia asked in distress.

“The little fir tree called out to the robin
and asked him to sit in his branches. He said that
he wasn't big, bushy or pretty but he promised to
keep the bird warm and safe,” Granny smiled as
the girl's face showed relief.

“Phew! Thank God!”

“Yes! The robin thanked the little fir tree
and flew into his branches, close to his trunk.
When the fir tree asked the robin if he felt better
the bird said that how could he not be when the
little fir tree's heart was so warm,” Granny said
softly. “Then, the little bird dozed off to sleep
and so did all the other trees. But... our little fir
tree didn't sleep. He looked up at the dark sky
covered in sparkling diamonds and sighed.

Suddenly, he saw
something...”

“Something? What did
he see Granny?” Amelia asked
excitedly.

“He saw a bright star

descend from the heavens in a

flash somewhere in the forest

on the hillside. Then he heard

the loud jingling of bells and

Santa calling to his reindeers

as they glided in the sky above

him. He couldn't help thinking about what he

saw and he wished he could tell the others but

they were fast asleep. Soon he heard soft voices

and footsteps. A soft voice was asking Santa for
the best tree,” Grandmother said in a whisper.

“The best tree?” Amelia repeated in
wonder. “Then?”

“The little fir tree saw Santa Claus dressed
in his best Santa suit and he was accompanied by
a lovely vision in pink. Her gauzy wings were so
delicate and they gleamed in the pale moonlight.
She walked closer gracefully and peered intently
at the trees one-by-one. When she came to the
little fir tree she stopped and turned to look at
Santa and asked him if this was the tree, he

St. Charles Borromeo: "Do not be so wrapped up in worldly affairs that you fail to hear the call of Christ."
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intended to show her.” Granny said smoothing
the hair from the little girl's forehead.

“Ohh... Who was this lady, Granny?”

“She was the Fairy Queen. She admired
the little fir tree and said he would look beautiful
decorated with lights and with Santa's gifts
arranged below his branches, just near Baby
Jesus' crib. She said she was sure that this tree
would bring smiles to the faces she wanted to see
smiling,” Granny smiled as she continued. “She
asked the little fir tree ifhe would go with her.”

“What did the little fir tree say, Granny?”’
Mia asked interestedly.

“The little tree was amazed at first and was
happy too but he refused to accompany the Fairy
Queen...”

“... What? Why?” the little girl stared at
her grandmother in confusion.

Granny smiled and said, “When the Fairy
Queen asked him the same question in surprise,
he answered that he couldn't desert his friend,
the robin. It was very cold and he would
definitely die. The Fairy Queen smiled sweetly
and said that his friend the robin could join him
too. Santa nodded and smiled proudly at the fir
tree.”

“Did the little fir tree say 'yes'?” Amelia
asked as she sat up impatiently in bed.

“Yes... Yes... The little fir tree agreed
happily. And, the robin who woke up now trilled
joyfully.”

“Where did they go, Granny?”’

“Ahh... the next morning the little fir tree
stood proudly beside a cosy crib and gazed
admiringly at the newborn Babe in the manger.
At his foot were numerous colourful gifts of
different shapes and sizes. The Fairy Queen and
her fairies and elves had left no stone unturned to
make him look the loveliest Christmas tree.
There were silver bells, bright baubles, candy
canes, tinsel, fairy lights and other ornaments on

his branches. He glowed with happiness as he
remembered why Santa and the Fairy Queen had
chosen him. As Santa arranged the gifts he had
told him about the disappointment of his friends
when they woke up. The other trees had heard
the sound of reindeer hooves as the sleigh flew
into the sky with Santa, the little fir tree and the
robin. They had grumbled loudly at the
unfairness only to be silenced by the Fairy
Queen who asked them why they had not helped
the cold and hungry robin.

The happy robin now sat on the topmost
branch near the brilliant star and sang songs of
his friend's generosity and kindness. A group of
small children eagerly pushed open the door of
the small, shabby living room of their
orphanage. They looked in amazement at the
pretty tree and beautiful baby in the manger. The
robin resumed his song...

Hear! O Hear!

1sing you songs of cheer

Ofmy friend the little fir tree
Who has a kind heart, you see!”

“Ohh... How lovely, Granny! Were the
children of the orphanage happy?” queried the
little girl as she sank back into the pillows.

“Yes, of course! They admired the little fir
tree and said that it was the loveliest Christmas
Tree they had ever seen... and there was a real
robin singing from its topmost branch. They
clapped excitedly and thanked God for this
amazing Christmas gift,” Granny said,
observing the girl's eyes getting drowsy.

“Granny, can we go to an orphanage this
year with Christmas gifts and goodies for the
children there?”” Amelia asked sleepily.

“Yes, why not, dear? I'll speak to your
mummy and daddy,” the grandmother said
tucking her in.

“It feels so nice to be kind, so warm...” the
little girl mumbled as she travelled to the Land of
Nod.

- Elvira Fernandez

St. Francis of Assisi: "For it is in giving that we receive."
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PLEASE RENEW YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION FOR

RAJASTHAN CALLING

FOR
THE YEAR 2025 : Rs. 100/-

Subscription Bank Details :
Catholic Jigyasu Kendra
A/C # 666010100151248
IFSC # BKID0006660
Bank : Bank of India

After the remittance kindly inform
Mob. 8657512194 or Give your name with
Rs. 100/- to your parish priest.
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ADVENT
the Pathway of 'Pilgrims of Hope'

"It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken
in all of us memories of goodness and thus to
open doors of hope."

- Pope Benedict XVI

By now, we are well into our Advent
journey and moving towards the greatest of all
revelations, “God With Us.” This Incarnation
experience is not something we just arrive at and
engage in routine business as usual. Hence, the
Mother Church in her wisdom offers us the
opportunity of four weeks to prepare our hearts
and minds with the deep desire for an encounter
with Emmanuel in a personal and communal
way. To add more meaning and perfection, this
Advent we begin our preparations as “Pilgrims
of Hope.”

We are well aware that Advent is the
perfect time for all of us to grow in our hope for
God: hope for Christ's second coming, hope for
the growth of the Holy Spirit in each of us, and
hope for God's help with the impossible
circumstances that each of us faces. This we read
in Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the
LORD will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint." Even our
liturgical prayer at this time of Advent reflects a
distinctive tone, a unique quality, which we can
describe as “a taste of eternity.” God lifts us from
the darkness within us to the light of His
presence, from despair and depression to hope
and love, from anxiety and bewilderment to a

refreshing serenity, from the fears of today to the
hopes of tomorrow.

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this
Extraordinary Jubilee Year, “Pilgrims of Hope,”
also echoes the same tone of Advent. The artistic
logo shows pilgrims moving forward across a
wavy sea, reaching out to the cross, which is
attached to an anchor. The rough waves are
meant to be a reminder that the journey of life is
not always smooth. Perhaps Pope Francis' call to
“cling to the cross of Christ,” which is our only
true anchor in the storms of life, is the answer to
the present chaotic and seemingly impossible
situations. It is in these darkest moments of
despair that we are called to be the “Pilgrims of
Hope.” To be a “Pilgrim of Hope” means being
present to others in their suffering, walking with
them in love, and living with them in the
solidarity of prayer. Presence, prayer, and
purposeful actions of support and
compassion—these are embodied signs of hope.

Therefore, as we set out on our journey as
pilgrims this Advent to encounter the Savior, let
this journey give us the opportunity to see, hear,
and feel things we're often too busy to notice.
And while we wait, we may see other waiting
people—parents, the old and sick, differently-
abled and destitute, teenagers, young children,
addicts, and the abandoned; notice the look in
their eyes, the joy, the pain, the hope, the despair;
we may see beautiful things, ugly things; we
may hear a kind word, a cruel word, a cry for
help, a shout of rage. Such experiences are all
part of the Advent journey. It is in these
circumstances that we are called to be “Pilgrims
of Hope” with a hope that does not disappoint.
As Pope Francis says: “Advent returns us to the
horizon of hope, a hope that does not disappoint
because it is founded on the Word of God. A hope
that does not disappoint, simply because the
Lord never disappoints! He is faithful!”

"Truly, I say to you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to

" Matthew 25:4
me." Matthew 25:40 -Fr.S. Reegan

St. John Vianney: "He came to the world to seek the sheep that was lost; he was born in a stable, but his name reached to the heavens."
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CONFERRING OF THE
MINISTRY OF
ACOLYTE AND LECTOR

Papal Seminary, Pune

The Papal Seminary Chapel witnessed
two significant and sacred ceremonies as
Brothers Archmedis Pradhan, Conrad
Clifford Coelho, and Vinay Prakash, from
the Diocese of Ajmer, were conferred with
the ministries of Acolyte and Lector on
November 8 and 9, 2024, respectively. The
ceremonies, presided over by Bishop John
Rodrigues of the Diocese of Poona and
concelebrated by the resident staff of the
Papal Seminary, marked a pivotal moment
in their spiritual journey.

Ministry of Acolyte

On November 8, 2024, Brothers
Archmedis Pradhan and Conrad Clifford
Coelho were conferred with the Ministry of
Acolyte during a solemn Eucharistic
celebration themed “Put out into the Deep.”
This ministry entrusts them with the sacred
responsibility of assisting at the altar,
preparing the Eucharistic table, and
distributing Holy Communion. The
ceremony began with a solemn entrance
procession, setting a reverent tone for the
celebration. Fr. Nishant presented the
brothers before the bishop, affirming their
readiness and commitment to undertake this
ministry. In his homily, Bishop Rodrigues
reflected on the theme, urging the brothers to
venture deeper into their faith and service to
God. He emphasized the essential role of
acolytes in nurturing devotion and reverence
within the Church's liturgical life. During
the Rite of Institution, the bishop handed

ecach brother the Chalice and Paten,
symbolizing their role in serving at the altar
and bringing the Eucharist to the faithful.
The ceremony concluded with a special
blessing for the brothers and the gathered
assembly, inspiring all present to deepen
their relationship with Christ.

Ministry of Lector

On November 9, 2024, Brother Vinay
Prakash was conferred with the Ministry of
Lector during the Eucharistic celebration
themed “Your Words are Spirit and Life.”
Fr. Nishant presented Brother Vinay before
the bishop, signifying his readiness to accept
the ministry. Bishop Rodrigues, in his
homily, spoke of the transformative power
of the Word of God, encouraging the
Brothers to embody the Word they proclaim
and to witness Christ through their life and
actions. The highlight of the Rite of
Institution was the bishop handing Brother
Vinay the Holy Bible, symbolizing his new
role as a proclaimer of the Word.

Both ceremonies were profoundly
spiritual and deeply moving, underscoring
the significance of the ministries of Acolyte
and Lector in the Church's liturgical and
pastoral life. The themes of the celebrations
served as a call to all present to renew their
faith and commitment to the Church's
mission. These sacred events left a lasting
impression on the community, inspiring all
to embrace the Word of God and the
Eucharist with greater fervour and devotion.

- Bro. Conrad Clifford Coelho
(Ajmer Diocese)

St. Clare of Assisi: "We become what we love and who we love shapes what we become."
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- Sr. Reena MSA
St. Francis Hospital Ajmer

Pope Francis: "The birth of Jesus is a universal event that concerns all of humanity. Humility is the only way that leads us to God."
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"A Season of Wonder:
Rediscovering the Magic
of Christmas"

In Bethlehem's quiet, a King was born,
A crown of stars, His head adorned.
Not in a palace, but in a manger's glow,
Christ the King, in meekness, did show.

Jesus Christ is the eternal King of the
Universe. We proclaim this with a solemn
celebration on the last Sunday of the liturgical
year, known as the Feast of Christ the King. This
feast is a powerful reminder for all of us that
Christ is the universal King. His reign surpasses
earthly kingdoms and political powers. Itis a day
when we affirm that Jesus, who was born in the
humblest of circumstances, rules not through
domination but through love, sacrifice, and
eternal glory.

The feast also challenges us to examine
whether Christ truly reigns in our hearts and
lives. It invites us to reflect on how we allow His
Kingship to shape our daily actions, decisions,
and relationships. Let us open our hearts to His

Pope Benedict XVI: "The joy of Christmas is that God became man and shared our human nature. There is joy because God is not distant. He is with us."
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love and allow His teachings to guide us. Let us
make Him the center of our lives by following
His examples: serving others selflessly,
forgiving those who wrong us, seeking peace,
and living with integrity.

The Feast of Christ the King also serves as
a bridge to the Advent season, which begins
immediately afterward. As the Church closes its
liturgical year by proclaiming Christ's
Sovereignty, it opens a new year by anticipating
His coming again in glory.

The Feast of Christ the King and
Christmas are deeply intertwined, and together
they represent two critical moments of Christ's
life and mission, highlighting the same essential
truth: Jesus Christ is the eternal King of the
Universe. While the Feast of Christ the King
proclaims His everlasting dominion, Christmas
marks His humble birth. The birth of the same
King whom we honor during the Feast of Christ
the King. Christmas is a time to remember that
the King we celebrate did not come with
displays of power but with a message of love and
humility. His birth teaches us that greatness lies
in service, and His life invites us to embrace
kindness, compassion, and generosity in our
own lives.

For families, Christmas is a time of sharing
gifts and joy. For children, it is a season of
wonder and discovery. For the elderly, it is a
season of reflection—a time to cherish
memories of celebrations gone by, to see joy
renewed in younger generations, and to find
comfort in the enduring message of Christ's
birth. And for everyone, it is a time to renew our
faith, revel in the joy of giving, and open our
hearts to those in need. Beyond the festivities,
Christmas encourages us to slow down, nurture
inner peace, and seek alignment with our values.

In today's time, in the midst of chaos and
uncertainty, the birth of Jesus Christ also
reminds us of a profound truth: GOD IS WITH
US. The name Emmanuel, which means 'God is
with us,' is more than just a label. It is a

declaration of God's unwavering commitment to
humanity. Theologically, Emmanuel represents
the culmination of God's covenantal relationship
with humanity. From the promise to Abraham to
the prophetic announcements of Isaiah, God's
plan to dwell among humanity reaches its
fulfillment in the birth of Christ.

"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel,
which means God is with us."

Wishing you a Christmas wrapped in love,
filled with laughter, and overflowing with
blessings!

- Rini Manish
Vallabh Nagar. Kota
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St. Ephrem the Syrian: "Our Lord chose to give his Birth to us from an unsown womb, that He might show the world that the Word of God can do all things."
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Pope Paul VI: "We consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter, the historical encounter, the decisive encounter, between God and mankind."
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Pope Pius XII: "The birth of Christ is the central event in the history of the earth—the very thing the whole story has been about."
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MT. ABU DEANERY

Feast of Christ the King

Mount Abu Deanery

The last Sunday of the liturgical year
2023-24 was celebrated at St. Anne's Church,
Mount Abu, as the entire Mother Church
celebrates it as the Sunday of Christ the King
Feast.

The faithful and religious gathered at the
church at 8:45 am with an eagerness to hail
Christ Our Redeemer as the King of the
Universe. The adoration began in the church
with the faithful singing the glory of God the
Father and praising Christ, the Son of God and
our Redeemer, and the universal King. The
atmosphere was full of sanctity and enthusiasm.

After a few minutes of praise and worship,
the procession began outside the church campus,
singing bhajans and reciting the Rosary. It was a
moment of witness to the people of other faiths
when they saw the faithful reciting prayers and
singing holy hymns, and the parish priest
carrying the Most Blessed Sacrament. The
people who witnessed this bowed their heads
before Christ in reverence.

In front of the parish priest's house, an altar
was prepared. The Blessed Sacrament was
placed there, and after the incensing, the prayers
for healing were said by Fr. Mukesh, our parish
priest. After a bhajan was sung there, the priest
also said the prayer of the consecration of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Thus, a universal
prayer to our eternal King, Lord Jesus, was
offered for the entire universe for peace and
prosperity.

Then, again in procession, the assembled
gathering entered the church, and the final
adoration and blessings were completed.

After the procession was over, the Holy
Eucharist was celebrated by Fr. Mukesh Rawat.
Thus, the feast day concluded.

- Ms. Anita Fulwari

KOTA DEANERY

Feast of Christ
The Universal King

St. Joseph the Worker Church Kota
Junction

Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and the
King of the Universe; He invites each one of us
to be part of His kingdom. On Sunday, 24th
November, the Feast of Christ the King was
celebrated solemnly in our parish. The
ceremony began with the adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament on the premises of Nirmala
School, Kota. Following the Gospel reading, Fr.
Sijin Paul delivered a short reflection

Pope Pius XI: "He made himself a small child so that he could draw us to himself with love."
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highlighting the significance of Christ's
Kingship and the call to kinship among His
people.

The solemn procession commenced with
the altar servers leading the way, followed by
children, youth, members of the women's
commission, and men and women of the parish.
Little children, dressed in elegant attire,
scattered flowers in front of the Eucharistic
Lord. The procession beautifully expressed our
community's faith and spirituality, setting a
reverent tone for the rest of the ceremony. The
presence of our brothers and sisters from the
neighboring parish added depth and richness to
the celebration, reminding us of our shared faith
and values.

The Holy Mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr.
Martin Anto, Fr. Joseph Crasta, Fr. Sijin Paul,
and Fr. Nithin. Rev. Fr. Joseph delivered a
thought-provoking homily, emphasizing the
relevance of Christ's Kingship in our daily lives.

After the solemn Mass, our parish priest,
Rev. Fr. Martin Anto, extended heartfelt
gratitude to everyone who contributed to
making the celebration a resounding success.
The ceremony concluded with refreshments
served to all, fostering a spirit of community and
togetherness among the parishioners.

- Mrs. Bindu

JODHPUR DEANERY

Christ the King

Jodhpur Deanery

As the liturgical year draws to a close,
preparations begin for the annual procession of
Christ the King, celebrated on the 34th Sunday
of Ordinary Time and the last Sunday of the
liturgical year.

We had Parish Council meetings of the
parishes in Jodhpur, followed by a meeting of
the priests of our churches, and finally a joint
meeting of the volunteers of the parishes. Every
detail was discussed and planned for a fitting
witness to the people around us, showing who
Christ the King is for us.

The procession began at St. Patrick's
School, where the altar was fittingly decorated
by the MSA Sisters. It started with the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament by Fr.
Vicky, who also prayed for all the institutions of
our diocese. Fr. Shubham read a Gospel passage,
and then Dean Fr. Lourdu gave the blessing with
the Blessed Sacrament. The procession
commenced, led by the cross-bearer, followed
by the children, the youth, the ladies with the
choir vehicle in the middle, the flower girls
dressed in white looking like little angels, the
vehicle with the Blessed Sacrament surrounded
by altar servers, and finally all the men. There
were a number of procession umbrellas and
pictures of Christ the King placed at different
points in the procession.

Pope John XXIII: "The birthday of the Lord is the birthday of peace: the peace of Christ to be preached throughout the world."
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After walking about a kilometer, praying
and singing hymns, we reached the second stage
of the procession. The altar was well-decorated
by the FCC Sisters. We paused for various
prayers and a blessing. Fr. Niranjan read a
Gospel passage and preached a short homily. Fr.
Vicky prayed for the rulers of the country, after
which Fr. Cantius prayed for the sick and gave
the Eucharistic blessing.

Once again, the procession moved
forward in the same order for about half a
kilometer and proceeded to the Church Hall.
Here, there was the Prayer of Consecration
followed by the Eucharistic blessing by Fr.
David. About four hundred parishioners from
the four parishes in Jodhpur joined the
procession. There was then a short break.

The Mass of the Solemnity of Christ the
King was celebrated with Dean Fr. Lourdu as the
main celebrant. Joining him were Fr. Aubert, Fr.
Cantius, Fr. David, Fr. Vicky, Fr. Niranjan, and
Fr. Shubham. The MSA Sisters tastefully
decorated the sanctuary. The choir was
melodious, the response of the people was loud,
and there was a festive spirit. The hall was full,
and there were extra chairs outside. A number of
volunteers attended to every little need to make
the celebration prayerful and enjoyable.

There was a chance for all to meet one
another after Mass, as everyone shared a
sumptuous meal.

Thank you, Christ the King, for bringing
us all together in prayer and celebration.

Spiritual Experience
in the Month of October 2024

As nature prepares for winter, the
month of October traditionally and
spiritually encourages us to meditate on the
Rosary. It is a special month for honoring
Mother Mary within the Catholic Church

and coming closer to God through her
intercession. This tradition is one of the
centuries-old practices. October 7" is
universally celebrated in the Catholic
Church as the Feast of “Our Lady of the
Rosary.” It commemorates the victory at the
Battle of Lepanto in 1571. This victory was
attributed by Pope Pius V to the intercession
of Mother Mary through the Rosary. Hence,
he encouraged Catholics to pray the Rosary
for protection. So, the month of October is
dedicated as the “Month of the Rosary.”

The Rosary is a series of prayers and
meditations based on the lives of Jesus and
Mary, known as the mysteries. It also helps
us to meditate on the role of Mother Mary in
salvation history and to ask for her
intercession, as a spiritual mother, for our
guidance and protection. Rosary devotions
and processions are held at many places
during this month. It is a time when people
gather to pray together to Mother Mary,
seeking her intercession, often focusing on
peace, healing, and protection. The Rosary
is one of the most well-known Marian
devotions. It is a powerful and spiritual
weapon against challenges and hardships.
This year in St. Sebastian's Parish, Pal,
Jodhpur, one statue of Mother Mary was
given to each of the three zones by our parish
priest — Rev. Fr. Vicky. These statues were
taken to all the houses in rotation for

Pope John Paul II: "The mystery of the Incarnation is a source of inexpressible joy."
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veneration. This created an opportunity for
all the families of each zone to assemble and
pray the Rosary together.

Each family invited Mother Mary's
statue to their house. According to Jn 2:1-11,
in the New Testament, Mother Mary and
Jesus were invited to a wedding feast in
Cana. The wine had run short on this
occasion, but Mother Mary took care of the
needs of the host. According to Jewish
custom, it was a significant social
embarrassment if there was a shortage of
wine at the wedding. She only told Jesus,
“They have no wine.” She played the
intercessory role. It was not a demand or a
command. Mother Mary brings our needs to
Jesus' attention. This demonstrates her
confidence and trust in Jesus' ability to help

and solve our problems and who will always
listen to her.

Inviting Mother Mary into my house
and family and by saying the Rosary, I have
experienced peace and love that have
strengthened my faith and sense of her
companionship. Also, small acts of
kindness, understanding, forgiveness, and
humility among the family members created
a spiritual foundation for my home. This
shows Mother Mary's active and loving
involvement in our needs through her
intercession. Her words remind us — “Do
whatever he tells you,” Jn 2:5. May Mother
Mary intercede for all of us!

- Dr. Hilda Charlesworth
St. Sebastian's Parish, Jodhpur
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Pope Clement XI: "Let the Son of God, who came from heaven out of love for us, be to you, at his birth, the peace and joy of eternity."
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Pope Urban VIII: "Our spirit should not be shrouded by the darkness of the world, but should be illuminated by the light of Christ."
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Pope John Paul II: "If we celebrate with such solemnity the birth of Jesus, it is to bear witness that every human being
is somebody unique and unrepeatable.”
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Pope Pius IX: "Let us open wide the doors of our hearts to Christ, the Redeemer who comes to illuminate our lives with his divine light."
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Pope St. Pius X: "Christmas is the feast of humanity's redemption."
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DEATH

"Death has been swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?" 1 Cor. 15:54-55

Very often we have heard about an
unexpected death.... On Independence day this
year, a priest went to take out the flag-post... due
to some live wires, he got electrocuted and
died... A most unprepared and unexpected
death.... Aspiritof gloom all over Kerala.

People suffering from cancer... when it is
diagnosed very late... in the third stage of
cancer... the pain and the agony of the cancer
patient... and not much chances of survival...
then succumb to death.

The gasping condition of the person who is
facing an oncoming death due to oldage related
problems... and finally the last breath.

The critically ill patient in the hospital
ICU... put on oxygen...ventilator... and so many
tubes and life-saving machines around him... the
cardiac monitor is constantly recording the
patients' vital parameters... B.P., pulse rate,
oxygen level, respiration... and it goes tick-
tick...tick-tick until it comes to the final TICK...
and the final beep... Doctors trying their level

best to save life... and outside the ICU-waiting-
room his family members and all loved ones
with much anxiety waiting for the doctors'
verdict... what is going to happen next... and then
comes the last word..."HE ISNO MORE".

People having a tragic road accident...
much blood is lost... a crowd of bystanders... the
crowd not knowing whom to contact inorder to
inform his family members... by the time the
Government ambulance 108 reaches the spot...
and he is taken to the nearest hospital, the
doctorssay: "BROUGHT DEAD".

These and many more are the painful
sights that we come across... we hear... we read
in the daily newspapers, and sometimes we have
personally witnessed too... the end of human
life.

God has gifted me with the gift of life.... |
am still alive... and I am doing my best in my
mission, each morning after rising from the bed.
What do I feel after hearing of the much tragic,
unprepared and unexpected death????

Lord, when is it going to be my turn? In
what way?In what condition? Which day? Will I
be prepared for that day.... For that moment?
Lord, we do not know the day, the hour of our
EXPIRY.... But all we know that each day is in
our hands.... And it is up to us to get prepared for
MY LASTMOMENT.

I remember the priest who preached for the
month's mind mass of my departed brother. He
said: Imagine a little bird on your left shoulder,
with your right hand you are tapping on the back
of'your left shoulder to ask the little bird, "birdie,
birdie, when will my day come?"

Yes, truly when my day of departure
comes, my soul will fly out of my body...and I'll
bejustacorpse!!!

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord And
let perpetual light shine upon them May their
soulsrestin peace. Amen.

- SR. DEENA M.SA.
BAGIDORA
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Pope Benedict XV: "In the tender embrace of the Child of Bethlehem, we recognize the love of the Father."
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Oremus Pro Invicem
(Let us pray for each other)
7r Fr. Cyriac Vally 08/12/2004
<* Bp. Leo D'Mello 13/12/1987
TP Fr. Anthony Monteiro  16/12/1971
¢ Fr. Francis ofm Cap. 19/12/1977
T Fr. A. J. Mowforth 20/12/1955
i Fr. John Pinto 21/12/2002
" Fr. Anselm Castelino ~ 26/12/1973
" Fr. Cyril Bornolia 31/12/1955

Pope Innocent I11: "Behold the joy of the entire world in the birth of our Saviour."
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY AT JODHPUR DEANERY

CHRIST THE KING FEAST, AJMER

JYOTI CATECHETICAL FEST 2024 INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION
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MS. ABHILASHA BAWAT MS. MEENAL RAWAT SR. DAYANAIRUBYI PHJC
Consolation Prize Consolation Prize

. : o i 2nd prize in Logos Bible Quiz-2024, , . L _
in Logos Bible Quiz - 2024 Group - B D9 i Wl B 3 in Logos Bible Quiz - 2024 Group - D



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

ST. PAUL’S SR. SEC. SCHOOL,,

SHASTRI NAGAR, JODHPUR
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