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“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon
and a decisive direction.” (Pope BENEDICT XVI, DEUS CARITAS EST, 1)

July 2024 RajasthanlEalling PAGE 01




EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

Pope Francis officially declared 2025 a
year of Jubilee (Pilgrims of Hope) with a papal
bull, titled “Spes Non Confudit,” meaning “hope
does not disappoint.” The Jubilee year will begin
with the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's
Basilica on Christmas Eve 2024. Pilgrims aspire
most of all to never lose sight of their goal and to
carry it with them wherever they go. However,
inorder to reach that goal, they must focus on
each step, which entails: packing light luggages,
getting rid of things that weigh them down,
carrying only what they need, and making a
daily effort to put aside all fatigue, worry,
uncertainty. This is the ultimate meaning of our
Christian pilgrimage: we set out on a journey to
discover God's love and ourselves at the same
time through an internal journey that is fueled by
our relationships with others. We have been
called to love God and one another, which is why
we are pilgrims.

Pope Francis says, “We are pilgrims
because we have been called: called to love God
and to love one another. Our pilgrimage on this
earth is far from a pointless journey or aimless
wandering; on the contrary, each day, by
responding to God's call, we try to take every
step needed to advance towards a new world
where people can live in peace, justice and love.
We are pilgrims of hope because we are
pressing forward towards a better future,
committed at every step to bringing it about.”
Once upon a time, there was a small bird named
Hope. Hope lived in a beautiful forest filled with
tall trees and chirping birds. One day, a huge
storm hit the forest, and all the trees were
destroyed, leaving Hope without a place to call
home. Hope flew from tree to tree, searching for
shelter but found nothing.

Despair began to set in, but then Hope
remembered its mother's words, “where there's
life, there's hope.” Hope realized that even

though its home was destroyed, it was still alive
and could create a new home. Hope began to
search for materials to build a nest. It found
sticks, twigs, and leaves and worked tirelessly,
weaving them together to make a cozy and safe
home. As Hope worked, other birds in the forest
saw its determination and came to help. Soon, a
beautiful new community was formed, filled
with hope and love. The sun shone brightly, and
the flowers bloomed, filling the air with their
sweet fragrance.

Hope's hard work and determination had
paid off, and it was now living in a place that was
even more beautiful than its old home. From that
day on, Hope served as an inspiration to all the
other birds in the forest. Whenever they faced a
challenge, they thought of Hope and its
unwavering hope and belief that things would
get better. The forest became a place of peace,
love, and happiness, all because of one little
bird's hope.

We are all called to embody and
communicate the Gospel message of hope in a
world marked by epochal challenges, both as
individuals and as communities. Therefore, let
us rise to the occasion and set out as pilgrims of
hope in order to become, like Mary did for
Elizabeth, carriers of joy, sources of new life,
and artisans of fraternity and peace. Let us be a
sower of seeds of hope and peace!!!

- Fr. Santhosh Francis
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RAJASTHAN CALLING
FOR
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After the remittance kindly inform
96721 16724

“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Every baptized Christian by his/her very baptism is called upon to proclaim Christ to the
people around him/her. All Catholics as a community of believers form the Church, founded by Jesus
Christ. “The Church on earth by its very nature is missionary” says Vatican Council II (Ad Gentes: 2).
Hence all Christians are missionaries. Jesus, at his Ascension into heaven commanded his eleven
disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples from all nations. Baptise them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to fulfil all that I commanded you. I am with you
always until the end of the world.” (Mt. 28:19-20) Jesus continues his mission today, through you and
me. He wants everyone of us, not only priests and religious but every Christian to proclaim his
message. “Itis clear, therefore that missionary activity flows immediately from the very nature of the
Church. Missionary activity extends the saving faith of the Church, it expands and perfects its
Catholic unity.” (Vatican II Ad Gentes: 6) The reason for missionary activity lies in the will of God,
“who wishes all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and
one Mediator between God and men, himself a man, Jesus Christ, who gave himself as a ransom for
all.” (1 Tim. 2:4-5)

As St. Paul says, “we are God's adopted children.” We are set apart for a divine purpose. We
believe that with baptism we too have a share in the prophetic, priestly and kingly ministries of Jesus.
St. Peter says, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into the marvellous
light.”(1 Pet. 2:9) “The members of the Church are impelled to engage in this activity because of the
charity with which they love God and by which they desire to share with all men the spiritual goods of
this life and the life to come.”(Vatican II Ad Gentes: 7) It is God who calls us and sends us on a
mission. In the Gospels we come across Jesus sending his twelve apostles, who were mostly simple,
ignorant, illiterate and poor fishermen on a mission. In Luke's Gospel chapter 10:1 Jesus sends out
seventy other disciples to prepare the way for him. Therefore, it is our duty to proclaim the Word of
Godtoday.

How can we be the proclaimers of the Good News? A short story to illustrate — A catechism
teacher was preparing a group of children belonging to the age group of 7-8 years for their First Holy
Communion. One day she had planned to speak about Jesus. She introduced the subject in this
following fashion. Today, dear children, I am going to tell you about a person whom you all must
meet. He is a person who loves children very, very much. He cares for children every moment of the
day. He is the kindest person you can ever meet. He enjoys the company of children and is always
ready to help anyone in need. As the teacher was still continuing the description, a hand went up. One
of the girls stood up and said: Ma'am I know the man you are talking about. He lives close to our
house. [ know him, [ know him. He is always ready to help anyone in need.

The teacher was astonished at girl's answer. What could she say? The answer came from a
lived experience of a girl who had in some way seen the “face of Jesus” —someone very close to Jesus.
We see quite often good Samaritans like the one the little girl saw. There are quite a few of these in
every parish. They are just ordinary people who take their Christian Calling seriously. Lay people get
many opportunities to proclaim Christ to people of other religions. They can be evangelists in their
neighbourhood, in the place of work, when they travel... etc. By being faithful to Christ's values and
teachings and saying no to vices, they can proclaim the Kingdom of God. They can write articles,

“Faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.” (DCE, 28a)
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distribute books or magazines, place them in common places such as railway stations, hospitals,
waiting rooms, parlours.

Since the whole Church is missionary and the work of evangelization is the fundamental task
of People of God, we are invited to undertake a profound interior renewal so that being vitally
conscious of our responsibility for the spread of the Gospel we might play our part in missionary
work among the nations. As members of the living Christ incorporated into him and made like him by
baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist, all faithful have an obligation to collaborate in the
expansion and spread of his Body. (Eph. 4:13) Let us bear witness to the Truth by being the light of the
World and the salt of the earth.

+Oswald J. Lewis
Apostolic Administrator
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“The command of love of neighbour is inscribed by the Creator in man's very nature.” (DCE, 31)
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“Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.” (DCE, 28a)
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Conferring of the

ministry of Lector (reader)

On 16th of June, the Cathedral Parish in
Ajmer witnessed a significant and solemn
ceremony as three brothers namely, Br. Akash
Augustine, Br. Anup Majhi, Br. Ujjwal Leon,
were conferred with the Ministry of Lector by
Bishop Oswald J. Louis, the Apostolic
Administrator of the diocese of Ajmer. This
sacred event marked a pivotal moment in the
lives of the three brothers, signifying their
deeper commitment to their faith and their roles
within the church. The ceremony was presided
over by Bishop Oswald J. Louis, along with Fr.
Raymond Fernandes, the Cathedral Parish Priest
and Fr. Joseph Olickal, the Rector of the Minor
Seminary. The historic Cathedral Parish in
Ajmer, a place of profound spiritual significance
and architectural beauty, provided a fitting
backdrop for this holy occasion.

The Ministry of Lector is an important
ecclesiastical oftice within the Catholic Church.
Lectors are entrusted with the responsibility of
proclaiming the Word of God during liturgical
celebrations. Their duties include reading
passages from the Bible (excluding the Gospel),
leading the congregation in certain prayers, and
sometimes, announcing intentions for the
Prayers of the Faithful.

The conferring of the Ministry of Lector
was conducted with solemnity and reverence.
The ceremony commenced with a procession led
by Bishop Oswald J. Lewis, accompanied by
clergy, the three brothers, and the faithful. The
procession was a symbol of the journey of faith
and service. Selected readings from the
Scriptures were proclaimed, emphasizing the
importance of the Word of God in the life of the
Church and its members.

Bishop Oswald J. Lewis delivered a
heartfelt homily, highlighting the significance of
the Ministry of Lector and the responsibilities it
entails. He spoke about the importance of

dedication, faithfulness, and the role of the
Lector in bringing the Word of God to the
people.

The central part of the ceremony was the
Rite of Institution. The Rector, Fr. Joseph
Olickal called forward and presented them
before the bishop. Each brother individually
knelt before the bishop. The bishop handed each
brother The Book of the Gospel, symbolizing
their new role as proclaimers of the Word. He
then recited the prayer of institution, officially
conferring upon them the Ministry of Lector.

The ceremony concluded with a special
blessing for the new Lectors and the
congregation. The bishop, along with the newly
instituted Lectors, processed out of the church,
marking the end of the ceremony. The conferring
of the Ministry of Lector on the three brothers is
a testament to their dedication and commitment
to serving the Church. It is a role that requires a
deep understanding of the Scriptures, a clear and
strong voice, and a profound sense of
responsibility. This ceremony not only elevates
their status within the Church but also serves as
an inspiration to the congregation, emphasizing
the importance of the Word of God in daily life.

The conferring of the Ministry of Lector
on the three brothers by Bishop Oswald J. Lewis
was a momentous occasion for the Cathedral
Parish in Ajmer. The solemnity and grace with
which the ceremony was conducted left a lasting
impression on all who attended, reaffirming
their faith and dedication to the teachings of the
Church.

-Fr. Elias Niranjan

“In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.” (DCE, 35)
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“TRAILBLAZERS”

Youth Orientation Programme

Let no one despise your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech and conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity, reading of scripture to
exhortandto teach. 1 Tim 4:12-13.

Youth is the hope of the future and so to
help them to grow spiritually by rekindling the
fire of faith in their hearts, a special day was
assigned; a day of faith with fun. A day to
recollect all our cherished memories together, a
day to come as children of God. As new leaders
of'the future, and to invoke the gifts and fruits of
the Holy Spirit upon our Christian youth, an
orientation program was organized at deanery
level by the Parish Priest of St Joseph The
Worker's Church, Kota, Rev. Fr. Martin Anto
and Fr. Sijin Paul.

The theme taken for the Orientation
Programme was "TRAILBLAZERS". A
theme that reciprocated the spirit of being a
leader and a dynamic person to lead others. The
theme was taken not only to make us understand
how we have to be a leader but also how to lead a
life as a trailblazer in faith and also to lead others
in faith.

On 12th May 2024, a large number of
Catholic youth from Kota Deanery gathered
together at 7:00 a.m. at St. Paul's School Mala
Road, Kota. The program started with a movie,
Son of God, which portrayed Jesus as the first
Trailblazer. The Holy Eucharist was celebrated
and special prayers were offered for the youth.
After the ice-breaking session; there were
enlightening talks, on how to be a trailblazer;
given by our spokes persons: Mrs Rohini Kohli,
Rev. Fr Danty and Fr Sijin.

The day was filled with lot of activities,
games, and action songs. Later a luscious meal
was served followed by a delectable dessert. The
entire programme not only offered us guidance
but also nourished our faith and showed us the
importance of living our life in Christ,

answering his call to be a leader and how to be a
trailblazer.

Towards the end, we filled ourselves
with serenity and peace as we spend a quality
time in adoring the Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. We were joyous as each one of us
received a wonderful gift from our dean Rev. Fr
Martin Anto.

A heartfelt thanks to all who attended
and very especially to the Priests of Kota
Deanery and also our animators and volunteers
for supporting and guiding us. We look forward
for many such gatherings in the future also.

- Mehak Shekhawat.

Bishop Oswald Lewis 30/07/1944
Fr. Vicky Vincent 03/07/1986
Fr. Sahay Reegan 03/07/1988
Fr. Vishal Raymond 06/07/1981
Fr. David John 23/07/1975
Fr. Jerish Anthony 23/07/1979
7P Fr. Peter Andrade 06/07/2010
T Fr. V.C. Thomas 22/07/2001
P Fr. Leo Albuquerque 24/07/2002
T Fr. Francis Andrade 29/07/2007

“Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently needed.” (DCE, 36)
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Granny's Stories
“Footprints on the sand”

2

“Granny... Granny...” called Amelia
running into her grandmother's bedroom.

“Yes, Mia darling! I'm here,” Granny said.

“What are you doing, Granny?” Amelia
asked stopping beside her grandmother's writing
desk.

“I'm reading a poem,” Granny said taking
off her spectacles and smiling at her
granddaughter.

“A poem? What
poem, Granny?”
Amelia rose on the
tips of her toes and
tried to peep into the
book.

“Well... this

poem is called
'Footprints in the
Sand' and it's written
by Mary Stevenson.
Do you want to see
the picture with it?”
Granny asked gazing
at the girl's face
lovingly.

“Yes, Granny. I love
to see the pictures with stories
and poems,” Amelia said excitedly.

“Very well. Here... have alook.”

“Wow! It looks so beautiful. There's a sea,
there's sand and a sky filled with stars and there
are footprints in the sand,” Amelia said leaning
closer to her grandmother who perched on her
cushioned chair.

“Doesn'tit? Is there anything special about
the footprints?”” Granny enquired.

“Hmm... No... I don't think so,” little

Amelia said quietly and then she saw something.
“O yes! At some places there is only one set of
footprints and at some places there are two sets.”

“Correct! Do you want to listen to a story,
Mia?” Granny whispered, twinkling at the girl.

“A story? Just before evening teatime?”
Amelia squeaked in excitement. “O yes,
Granny! [ love stories.”

“Great! Draw that
stool closer, Mia dear.
And, I'll tell you the
story. I'm sure you
want to know about
these footprints.”

“Yes, Granny!”
Amelia said eagerly.
She dragged a stool
with a matching
cushion seat as the
chair closer.

Amelia sat
down, adjusted the
skirts of her pretty
blue cotton dress and

crossed her feet at the
ankles as she had seen
her grandmother do. She
placed her hands on her lap and

waited patiently for her grandmother to begin.
“Good girl,” Granny said approvingly.
“So... One night, a man had a dream. He saw that
he was walking on the seashore with God. He
looked at the waters of the sea shimmering in the
moonlight and the sky covered with sparkling
stars. It was all so peaceful and calm. The waves
made a gentle sound. A soft breeze blew and

rustled the leaves of the palm trees...”

... Granny, were they not talking?”

“The State may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee religious freedom and harmony between the followers of different religions.” (DCE, 28a)
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“No, Mia dear. They were walking in
companionable silence. The man was also
watching different scenes from his life flashing
across the dark sky. He was lost in thought,”
Grandmother said bending forward to push back
the fringe from the little face.

“What scenes, Granny?” Amelia asked
curiously.

“Happy scenes... when he was a little boy...
when he passed in his exams, won in
competitions, learnt to ride his bicycle, grew up
and got a job, won awards,” Granny smiled at
her little granddaughter.

“Wow! It must have been amazing to see
those scenes with God. Isn't it Granny?” Amelia
said happily.

“Yes, Mia. But then, there were sad scenes
also that flashed in front of his eyes. When he fell
down from his bicycle and hurt his knee, when
his classmate dropped ink on his homework and
ruined it, when his pet dog died, when his boss
made a mistake but shouted at him for it in front
ofeveryone...”

“Oh... no...!” Amelia stood up hurriedly
from her stool and climbed on to her
grandmother's knee in distress. “This is terrible
Granny. Was he crying? And, what did God
say?”

“It is terrible. But Mia, this man noticed
one strange thing. Do you want to know what it
is?”

Amelia shook her head. She held her little
arms around her grandmother's neck and stared
ather with huge, pain filled eyes.

“Well, the man noticed that for every scene
that flashed across the sky footprints appeared in
the sand. For the happy scenes there were two
pairs of footprints and for the sad scenes there
was just one pair of footprints,” Granny said.

“Oh...”

“Yes. The man was very upset; he turned to
God and said, 'Lord, you promised to stay by my

side always. You promised me that You would
never leave me if I obeyed you and followed
You. But I can see that during the worst times in
my life I was walking all alone. There's just one
set of footprints in the sand. Why did you leave
me alone when [ needed You the most?'The man
looked at God with eyes full of pain.”

“Granny... but why did God break His
promise?” Amelia asked, her lips were
quivering.

“Mia dear, God never breaks His promise.
Listen to what He told that man. So... God
smiled at the man calmly, pointed at the
footprints in the sand and said, 'My child, the
times you see only one set of footprints in the
sand are the times | carried you in my arms.'
Now, isn't that beautiful, Mia?” Grandmother
asked tucking a curl behind the girl's ear.

“It is, Granny. So, it means that when that
man was in trouble God was carrying him in his
arms?” Amelia queried.

“Yes, Amelia.”

“Granny, does God do the same for us?
When we are worried God carries us?” Amelia
asked her grandmother.

“Yes Mia. God is closest to us when we are
going through struggles and challenges in life.
He does this because He loves us more than
anyone in this entire world,” Granny said
smiling at her granddaughter.

“How wonderful! Does this also mean that
when I see a bad dream at night or... fall off my
bicycle and hurt myself... or... I have to take
horrid medicines when I'm not well... God holds
me close in His arms?”

“Of course, Mia. God is always holding
you close in His arms when you go through
tough times just like I'm holding you right now!”
Granny said hugging the girl closer and rocking
her on her knee.

The little girl giggled happily.

- Elvira Fernandez

“God's passionate love for his people... is so great that it turns God against himself, his love against his justice.” (DCE, 10)
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The Blessed Tongue of
St. Anthony

Among the
Saints of the Church,
few were better known
than the great St.
Anthony of Padua,
who is remembered by
the Church on 13th
June.

Endowed with
great natural gifts,
enjoying excellent
health, a powerful
voice, combined with great eloquence, a perfect
knowledge of the Scriptures and Theology, he
was soon after his ordination, sent to preach in
France, Italy and Portugal. On 13th of June,
whilst the Saint was lying in his death agony in a
small convent near Padua, towards evening, the
news reached the city that St. Anthony was ill
and dying.

Immediately an immense crowd of people
hastened to the monastery to ascertain the truth,
and received a last blessing from their beloved
father. When about to breathe his last, the dying
saint, as if anxious to give more token of his love
for our Blessed Lady, was distinctly heard, in the
midst of the tears and sobs of those surrounding
his bedside, to sing in an angelic voice the
beautiful line “O glorious Mother of God, raised
above the skies”, and with these words on his
lips he expired.

To glorify the Saint, God worked many
miracles in his behalf, but the greatest took place
in 1326 A.D, thirty two years after his death. The
inhabitants of Padua had built a magnificent
Church in his memory, and St. Bonaventure
came himself to superintend the removal of the
body. On opening the coffin, nothing, but bones
were found, except the Tongue, which was
exactly the same as when the Saint was alive.

At this sight St. Bonaventure falling on his
knees, thus said, “O Blessed Tongue, who has
often praised your God, now does He, in His turn
make manifest how great are your merits”. He
then placed it in a magnificent casket, covered
with precious stones, and carried it to the chapel,
where itis still to be seen.

Till today, God has bestowed upon this
saint the gift of performing miracles especially
with the matter of finding the lost things. I
personally have experienced many miracles in
my life. Among his many miracles during his
lifetime, I would like to narrate just one miracle
ie the cure of the paralysed child. One day after
his sermon, as the saint was hurrying back to his
monastery, in order to avoid the applause of the
multitude, he was stopped by a man carrying in
his arms a little girl, both of whose feet were
paralyzed., so that it was impossible for her to
walk. Besides this, she suffered from epileptic
fits of extraordinary violence. The unhappy
father of the child, full of confidence in the Saint,
determined to ask his assistance, and kneeling at
his feet, holding the little one, implored the saint
to bless her. Filled with pity for the unhappy
parent, St. Anthony immediately did as
requested. On his return home , the poor man
found his child cured, placed her on the ground,
making her to stand, holding by the rail of a
bench. Shortly afterwards, when the child began
to take a few steps, he gave a stick, but soon that
was discarded, and the father full of joy was
glad to see the child perfectly cured. From that
day onwards, she never suffered either from
epilepsy or paralysis.

These wonderful cures and many more
miracles were almost of daily occurrence in the
life of the saint when living or after death, so that
the same thing could have been said of the Saint
as of The Lord.. Jesus went about doing good
and curing all.

- Sr. Elizabeth Fernandes MSA

“l cannot possess Christ just for myself; | can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own.” (DCE, 14)
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“In the saints one thing becomes clear: those who draw near to God do not withdraw from men, but rather become truly close to them.” (DCE, 42)
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AJMER DEANERY
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“We need to build a just social order in which all receive their share of the world's goods and no longer have to depend on charity.” (DCE, 26)
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“The one who serves does not consider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation at the moment may be.” (DCE, 35)
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JODHPUR DEANERY

St. Thomas the Apostle
Church, Balotra

It was a blessed day for the people of
Balotra. On 30" June 2024, Bishop Oswald
Lewis visited Balotra and offered the feast day
Mass of St. Thomas, the patron of Balotra
church. The Bishop was warmly welcomed with
bouquet of flowers at the beginning of
Eucharistic Celebration. The young and vibrant
faithful actively participated in the celebration.
The choir made the celebration even more
meaningful. Pondering on the Gospel (Mark
5:21-43) the celebrant exhorted the faithful to
grow strong in faith and follow Jesus closely as
St. Thomas was.

The parish priest thanked His Excellency
for his gracious presence among his faithful and
blessing them all.

Finally the faithful joyfully interacted with
His Excellency as he enquired about their well-
being.

- Abhilash Alexander
St. Thomas' Church, Balotra

ST. MOTHER THERESA CHURCH,KUDI

ST. Mother Theresa Church, Kudi, hosted
a summer camp for Jodhpur deanery on 12th
May 2024.The session aimed to engage children
and teenagers in meaningful activities, fostering
learning, creativity, and spiritual growth.

The Camp was organised at St. Anthony 's
convent Sr. Sec. school, Jodhpur. Rev . Fr.
Aubert Carvalho was the chief guest. Rev. Fr.
Lourdu Joseph, Rev. Fr. Gilbert, religious sisters
were present to encourage 69 candidates who
have come from different parishes of Jodhpur
deanery . We had participants from St Teresa
Church, Jodhpur, St. Sebastian Church ,Jodhpur,
Saint Mother Theresa Church, kudi, St. Francis
of Assisi Church , Pali and St Thomas Church
,Balotra.

The camp began with an action song which
charged everyone with positive energy. In order
to fill the children with spiritual values, a short
movie on St. Mercilino was showed.

Rev. Fr. Aubert Carvalho gave a
motivational speech. In his speech he taught the
participants how to make sign of cross and
showed them the importance of prayer in their
lives.The session was packed with engaging
outdoor activities tailored to different age
groups. The participants were divided into four
groups.

“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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Each group played two games. Sr. Anjali,
Sr. Rose, Sr. Aprita , Mr. Mario Salve &
Mrs.Gloria Salve organised the games for the
participants.

Each participant was given a towel as a
remembrance of this camp. The camp was a
resounding success, leaving a lasting impact on
the participants and a perfect blend of spiritual
learning and enjoyment. At the end of the camp
delicious chicken biryani and ice-cream was
served for all the participants.

- Mrs. Stella David

St. Mother Theresa
Church, K udi

Father's day celebration

The Parishioners of St. Mother Teresa
Church, Kudi, Jodhpur celebrated International
Father's day on 16th June 2024 as a tribute to
their selfless and dedicated service to their
family and the community at large. The
celebration began with a special prayer for all
the loving fathers who play a significant role in
shaping their families. Rev. Fr. Lourdu Joseph

was the main celebrant and Rev Fr. Shubham
Peter Baryawal in his homily emphasised on the
role of fathers in our family by giving example
of St. Joseph.

During the service, a special offertory was
conducted which was led by the fathers. This act
of offering highlighted the spiritual dimension
of fatherhood and the importance of seeking
divine guidance in fulfilling their roles. After the
Holy Eucharistic celebration, we felicitated and
appreciated our loving fathers by cutting the
cake and presenting gifts to all the fathers for
their selfless service to their family and to the
church. We also enjoyed the delicious Snacks
and cold drinks

-Mrs. Stella David

fMapy Debotion

Never will anyone who says Rosary every day
become a formal heretic or be led astray by
the devil

The month of May we begin the May
Devotion to our beloved Mother Mary. During
this month Holy Rosary was conducted every
day in front of the church Grotto in the presence
of the Priests, Sisters and the parishioners. Also
twice in a week it was conducted in different
houses in the zone. On 31" May 2024 being the
feast of the Visitation of Mother Mary and last
day of May Devotion the youth of our parish
conducted the Rosary for the various intentions
of the Parish. After the Rosary Rev Fr. Lourdu
Joseph offered the mass and in is homely he
highlighted the importance of Rosary in our day
today life.

“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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The grotto and the altar was well decorated
by Sr. Sathya and the candidate which was
appreciated by everyone. After the mass, Kheer
was served for all the parishioners who were
present for the celebration. It was sponsored by
Mr. Robert Philips.

—Jessica Deep Indurkar

St. Teresa Church Jodhpur
MAY MONTH DEVOTION

May month is a time for vacations, but it is
also a time to remember Mother Mary and pray
the Rosary. This year too families gathered at the
Grotto to pray the Rosary. As it was very hot this
year, we would begin the Rosary at the Grotto
and as we began the first mystery proceed to the
Church while praying the Rosary.

The happy band of devotees of Mother
Mary did not miss the Rosary and then the
Celebration of the Mass. Families took turns to
lead the Rosary and after the Mass they provided
the gathering with a variety of snacks. It was a
welcome get-together as by then the burning sun
had gone down.

It was not just praying the Rosary together
but praying for the many individuals, families,
parish and the entire church needs. Special
prayers were offered for the students who had
appeared in the board exams, for rain and for the
results of the elections.

May Mother always bless and guide all her
children to her Son, Jesus.

Fathers’ Day

Father's Day was celebrated on 16th June.
All the fathers were requested to wear blue shirts
and they obliged. They were presented with
heart shaped favours to stick to the shirts and
they led the procession to the Altar. As the priest
reached the Altar he said a short prayer and then
the fathers proceeded to their place in the
Church. The choir had chosen appropriate
hymns for the Mass. The introduction to the

Mass highlighted the special place the father has
in the family and all were requested to pray that
they be an example while fulfilling their
responsibilities towards the family and the
Church.

The prayers of the faithful had prayers for
all fathers and remembering those fathers who
had to attend to duties in the city and outside on
this Sunday.The fathers and some mothers too
brought gifts during the offertory
procession.After the Mass once again the fathers
gathered below the sanctuary for a special
blessing and then outside the Church for a snack.

God Bless all the fathers and through them
all the families.

Laity Sunday

Every Sunday, in fact
every day the Laity are an
important part of the
Eucharistic Celebration and
all other activities of the
Church. We take this for
granted but on Laity Sunday
their role is recognised. We
received a special Liturgy with
an introduction to the Mass and prayers of the
faithful from the diocese. Some sermon notes
and other inputs there helped the Parish to
celebrate this day.

The Mass began with the entrance
procession led by the Altar servers and then all
the children followed by the Pastoral Council
members, the lectors and the three celebrants.

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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Floral welcome was given to the newly
appointed Fr. Elias Niranjan, Sr. Maria SFN and
Sr. Sharmila SFN.

The Introduction to the Liturgy explained
the purpose of the celebration and a call to
participate joyfully. The singing of lively hymns
chosen for the occasion added to the festivities.

The Prayers of the Faithful included
prayers for all the Parishioners and the Church.
Then the Area Leaders and a number of
Parishioners joined in the offertory procession
bringing provisions for the needy. The blessing
that followed for those who brought the gifts
included all present on whose behalf'the offering
was presented.

After the Mass all gathered outside the
Church for snacks which included home
prepared Vadas with chutney and a soft drink. It
was also an occasion to meet and greet one
another.

Thanks to the Lord for our vibrant parish.

Installation of Statue of
St. Alphonsa

Sr. Alphonsa was born on 19th August
1910 in a Christian Family in Arpookara in
Kerala. She joined the Franciscan Clarist
Congregation and lived the life of a good
religious sister. She died on 28th July 1946 at the
age of 35.

Then began the long process of inquiry by
the congregation for the causes of saints which
took decades. She was beatified on 8th February
1986 and canonised on 12th October 2008 by
Pope Benedict XVIin the Vatican.

She is also the first Saint in the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church.

It was parishioners wish to have the Statue
of St. Alphonsa in St. Theresa's Church hall and
so a well wisher brought the statue from Kerala.
It was installed in the Church Hall on Sunday
26th May 2024. The members of the Legion of
Mary and a few other parishioners were present
when the statue was installed and then blessed
by Rev. Fr. Aubert Carvalho.

St. Alphonsa pray for us!
- Aleykutty Devasia.

Laity Sunday Celebration
St. Mother Teresa Church, Kudi

Laity Sunday, a day set aside to celebrate
the ministry of all Christians. Timothy 1: 1-14
“Rise up! And reveal the grace in Christ that
brings life together, with and for others.

The Laity Sunday was celebrated with
great enthusiasm in St. Mother Teresa's Church,
Kudi, Jodhpur, on 23" June. A beautiful
introduction was given by Mrs. Stella David.

The Eucharistic celebration began with a
brief narration on the importance of laities in the
building up of a church by Rev. Fr. Shubham
Baryawal. The homily by Rev. Fr. Lourdu
Joseph, the co-celebrant was meaningful and apt
to the occassion. The three tasks of the laity i.e. to
grow holy, to build up the church and to sanctify
the world through their exemplary life was
effectively taken up in the homily by Rev. Fr.
Lourdu Joseph. The laities then received the
holy rosary and prayerful blessings from Rev. Fr.
Shubham Baryawal. The laities then with tithes,
and other offerings walked down the aisle to
offer to the author of life. The melodious singing
by the church choir enhanced the spirituality of
the congregation and the significance of the
laity Sunday. The parishioners were served the
cold beverages who then cheerfully forgot the
heat of Rajasthan and dispersed.

- Asha Nazareth

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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KOTA DEANERY

ORIENTATION
PROGRAMME FOR

CHILDREN
HOLY CHILDHOOD DAY

'What we learn with joy we never
forget." Keeping this motive in mind a day of
joyful learning was planned for the children of
Kota Deanery by Rev. Fr. Martin Anto and Fr.
Sijin Paul. The campus witnessed sweet smiles
of’kids excited and curious to know what the day
had in store for them. The program began with
the Celebration of the Eucharist and continued
with a pep talk given by a renowned soft skill
trainer, Mrs. Rohini Kohli.

Children sang songs of praises to God
with a great gusto, participated in fun activities,
played games and listened attentively to our
eloquent spokespersons Fr. Danty and Sr
Laveena. They taught them through their
inspirational talks to live, work and serve Jesus.
They were also taught the books of the bible
through a rhyme, shared their expertise on the
scriptures by simplifying it as they quoted from
the parables and examples from their
surroundings. A reflection prepared by Fr. Vipin
Sebastian helped them to be serene and be
connected to the Lord.

Towards the end children were treated
with a scrumptious meal and ice cream. They left
on a happy note as they all received gifts for
being wonderful children of God.

'I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children are walking in the truth.'

-3 John 1:4

- Florance Fernandez
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“Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he loves me.” (DCE, 18)
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“The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.” (DCE, 22)
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“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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Dear Bishop

RT. REV. OSWALD LEWIS

APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR
30 JULY

DIOCESE OF AJMER
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Dear Bishop

RT. REV. IGNATIUS MENEZES

BISHOP EMERITUS
31 JULY

DIOCESE OF AJMER

“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)
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Thank You

DEAR BISHOP

RT. REV. PIUS THOMAS D’'SOUZA

Rajasthan calling readers are exhorted
to pray for the good health
of our beloved Bishop.
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