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EDITORIAL

Christmas-The birth of Christ
Dear Reader,

The date of the winter solstice in the
Calendar marks the birth of Jesus. There is no
historical reference to the date of birth of Jesus
being 25th December in the Gospels.
Theologians believe that he was born between 6
BC and 4 BC. It was only around 440 A.D. that
the church officially declared December 25th as
the birthday of Jesus Christ.

Significance of Christmas
1.No Room At the Inn

“There was no room in the inn.”...The inn
was the gathering place of public opinion, the
focal point of the world's moods, the rendezvous
of the worldly, the rallying place of the popular
and the successful. The stable is a place for
outcasts, the ignored and the forgotten.

Christ's birth was not clean. It was not
picturesque. And yet, it was exactly how God
intended it. The lesson is: divinity is always
where you least expect to find it.

2. The two Births of Christ

There are two births of Christ, one unto the
world in Bethlehem; the other in the soul, when
it is spiritually reborn. Men think of the former
much more than the later, and celebrate it every
year; but the spiritual Bethlehem is equally
momentous.... [t was the second birth that Saint
Paul insisted the Ephesians, asking that Christ
may dwell in their hearts by faith and that they be
rooted and grounded in love. This is the second
Bethlehem, or the personal relationship of the
individual heart to the Lord Christ.

3. True Mark of Humility

Our lord is born in a stable. Because he's
born in a stable, all who wish to see him must be
bend, must stoop, the stoop is the mark of
humility.

It is a reminder to us all that just as God as

man encountered the world for the first time as a
simple, humble baby, we too must bring that
same humility as we encounter Jesus ourselves.

4. Gift of the Magi

The Magi came from the East...and they
brought gold because he was king, incense
because he was priest, but also myrrh. That's the
way he was buried, with a hundred pounds of
spices and myrrh. Everywhere, there was a
shadow of suffering.

All of us are born to live, love and serve the
Lord in this earth to love him in the next.

5. ABackward Life

The story of every human life begins with
birth and ends with death. In the person of
Christ, however, it was his death that was first
and his life that was last. It was not so much that
his birth cast a shadow on his life and thus led to
his death; it was rather that the Cross was first,
and cast its shadow back to his birth.

Just as Jesus was laid in a manger in a cave
at his birth, he was laid in a cave at his death.
Even Christmas night was prefiguring his
eventual sacrifice for our sake.

6. Never Expected

God walks into your soul with silent step.
God comes to you more than you go to Him.
Never will his coming be what you expect, and
yet never will it disappoint. The more you
respond to his gentle pressure, the greater will be
your freedom.

In the midst of despair, it's hard to
understand where and how God is working in
your life. But he is always on the move. He is
always thinking about you and loving you, even
when you are not.

7. Silent Night

One silent night, out over the white-
chalked hills of Bethlehem, came a gentle cry. At
the Christ Child's birth, only two groups of
people heard the cry: the Shepherds, who know
they know nothing, and the Wise Men, those

“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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who know they do not know everything. The
great ones of the earth did not hear it. The very
simple, the very learned ...Never the man who
thinks that he knows everything.”

Only the humble of heart saw the face of
God on Christmas night. Kings and priests didn't
line up at the mouth of the cave he was born in

him.

This indeed a short reflection on the birth
of Christ and how it can affect each one of us. Let
us all experience the warmth of the Christmas
season and learn to be humble so that we are able
to experience the love of Christ in our lives.

- Fr. Alok Rathore

order to adore him. Only those with eyes to see Naveenta - DPC. Madar

SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Greetings of Love, Peace and Joy of Lord Jesus Christ.
Christmas is a time of profound significance, a celebration that
transcends the boundaries of time and space, bringing forth the
timeless message of hope, love, joy and renewal. As we approach the
celebration of the birth of our Savior, on 25" December, I extend to
each and every one of you my warm wishes for a joyous and blessed
Christmas.

The story of the humble birth in Bethlehem (House of Bread)
reminds us that “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have
eternal life” (Jn 3:16). God himself chose to enter the world not in
grandeur and splendour, but in simplicity and humility through the
instrumentality of our heavenly Mother Mary, the Virgin who brought

the saviour in this World, and thus, became the first one to celebrate the Eucharist (This is my
Flesh..., what Jesus uttered on the eve of Last Supper) what we celebrate at the celebration of every
Eucharistic Celebration. God, the Immanuel (God with us) is a mystery in itself as St. Athanasius
says, “He became like us so that we become like Him” that is, “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Mt. 5:48). In the midst of our festive celebrations, may we pause to contemplate the
miraculous mystery of the Incarnation and the profound love that led God to become one of us.

Christmas is a time of great rejoicing, a celebration that transcends borders and cultures,
bringing people together in unity and shared joy. As we exchange gifts and partake in festive feasts,
let us not forget the ultimate Gift-the gift of Jesus Christ, our Emmanuel, who is with us always,
bringing light to the darkest corners of our lives. In a world often marred by strife and discord, the
message of Christmas resounds as a call to peace very especially in our own country Manipur and
world at large Russia and Ukraine Israel and Philistine and so on. Let the Prince of Peace reign in our
hearts and guide our interactions with one another. May the love that was born on that holy night
inspire us to be peacemakers in our families, communities, and the world at large. Let us be mindful
of those who may be experiencing loneliness, hardship, or grief during this season. Reach out with
compassion, extend a helping hand, and be a beacon of hope to those in need. In doing so, we embody
the spirit of Christ's love, bringing comfort and joy to those around us.

“Faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.” (DCE, 28a)
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Christmas is not only a time of celebration but also a season of reflection and renewal. Let us
commit ourselves to living out the teachings of Jesus in the coming year (New Year 2024), sharing
His love through acts of kindness, generosity, and forgiveness. In our daily lives, may we be
witnesses to the transformative power of God's grace.

May the blessings of Christmas-joy, peace, and love, abound in your hearts and homes. I pray
that this holy season fills you with a renewed sense of purpose and a deepened connection to the
divine. May the light of Christ shine brightly within you, guiding your path and illuminating the
world with the radiance of His love.

Wish you all a very happy and grace filled Christmas and a
prosperous New Year 2024.

Pope's Prayer Intentions: For the Synod: - “We pray that people living with
disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society, and that institutions may
offer inclusive programmes which value their active participation.”

Other intentions: We pray for: -
a) 8" Dec.: Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Patroness of the Diocese and the Cathedral.
b) The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth on 31" Dec. as they celebrate their feast of the
congregation.
¢) Forthepeaceinthe world and in our country.

+ Bishop Pius D’Souza
Bishop of Ajmer
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“The command of love of neighbour is inscribed by the Creator in man's very nature.” (DCE, 31)
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Oremus Pro Invicem
(Let us pray for each other)
7P Fr. Cyriac Vally 08/12/2004
7 Bp. Leo D'Mello 13/12/1987
TP Fr. Anthony Monteiro  16/12/1971
T Fr. Francis ofm Cap.  19/12/1977
g Fr.A.J-Mowforth — 20/12/1955 | | £ clement Cutinho 05/12/1966
Fr.John Pinto —— 21/12/2002 4| & yoacingh Pinto 14/12/1937
P Fr. Ans‘elm Cast‘ehno 26/12/1973 Fr. Robin John 19/12/1983
W Fr. Cyril Bornolia 31/12/1955 Fr. Aubert Carvalho 31/12/1952
“Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.” (DCE, 28a)

DECEMBER 2023 PAGE 05

Rajasthan(€alling



GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION
'LET MY LIFE BE & CONSTANT CELEBRATION OF YOUR
LOVE FOR ME, MY GOD'

Oct. 2, 2023 was an immense joyous
moment for PSA family, when our fifteen sisters
Alphonsa, Vimala, Francina, Subhagi, Ignatius,
Vinita, Aloysius, Joselet, Daisy, Amala, Gracy,
Sunita, Shalini, Nancy & Jyoti. have completed
their fifty years of religious life. It was a
memorable day for each one of us. Out of the
fifteen sisters fourteen sisters were present to
celebrate this day. Sr Aloysius, due to her
physical inability could not present herself.

The august assembly gathered for the
solemn Eucharistic celebration to thank the
Almighty for the inestimable gift of their lives
and precious religious vocation which was
indeed a journey of fidelity. The main celebrant,
Most Rev. Bp. Pius Thomas D'Souza, the Bp. of
Ajmer Diocese, Bp. Emeritus Rt. Rev. Ignatius
Menezes along with more than 60 priests from
Ajmer, Udaipur and Jaipur diocese
concelebrated the Holy Eucharist.

The solemn celebration of the Eucharist
began with a note of appreciation to the
Jubilarians for their life of commitment,
dedication, selfless services to the humanity,
inspiring life and profound faith which made
them instruments of God's unconditional mercy
and love to thousands.

Rev. Father Clement presented a
thought-provoking sermon on this grace filled
day, He congratulated them and said, “Your
names are written in the book of the Lamb. You
will be crowned in Heaven for your selfless
services and faithfulness.” The relatives of these
sisters also have witnessed the joyous occasion
and thank the Lord for their very life.

After the Eucharistic celebration they
marched towards the beautifully decked hall to
the rhythm of joyful music and cheer. Rev. Sr.
Maris exhorted the Jubilarians to continue their
fervor in serving the Lord in His people. While
the mother house community members
familiarized to all, the life, call and mission of
each Jubilarian. Rev. Sr. Nancy responded on
behalf of the Jubilarians their gratitude to all the
guest who came from far and near to share their
joy with them.

The cutting of the Jubilee cake, the
angelic choir, felicitation programme and
sumptuous meal made the day a meaningful and
memorable one. We express our sincere
gratitude to Rev. Mother Joicy, Provincials and
all the members of the Mother house community
for making this celebration amemorable one.

- PSA Sisters Jubilarians

“In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.” (DCE, 35)
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As we gather in joyous
celebration during this Christmas
season, it is a time for reflection,
gratitude, and an exploration of the profound
messages embedded in the biblical narrative.
Christmas, at its core, is a celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of humanity, born in
the humble town of Bethlehem. This significant
event carries profound meaning for believers,
emphasizing the accessible and relatable nature
of God to the common people. The Gospel of
Matthew recounts the fulfilment of ancient
prophecies as Jesus is born in Bethlehem. "But
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel" Matthew 2:6. The choice of
Bethlehem as the birthplace of Jesus holds
symbolic importance, signifying that God's
presence is not confined to grand palaces or
esteemed places but is readily available to the
humble and the ordinary.

Bethlehem, a small town with no
significant worldly prominence, became the
cradle of divine incarnation. This choice serves
as a powerful reminder that God is
approachable, reachable, and present in the lives
of every individual, regardless of their status or
station in society. The significance of Bethlehem
lies in its ordinariness, teaching us that God's
love is not reserved for the elite but extends to
everyone. The biblical narrative unfolds the
story of the nativity, portraying Mary and Joseph
as humble and obedient servants of God. Mary's
'YES' in the Gospel of Luke (1:46-55) reflects
the essence of Christmas, celebrating the mercy
and accessibility of God to those who fear Him.
"He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble" Luke 1:52. The
Christmas message, embedded in Mary's song,

echoes the divine preference for the humble and
the lowly. Furthermore, the shepherds,
representing the common people of that time,
were the first to receive the angelic proclamation
of Jesus' birth. "Today in the town of David, a
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord" Luke 2:11. This choice of audience
emphasizes that the message of salvation is not
reserved for the privileged but is meant for all,
reinforcing the idea that God's presence is
accessible to everyone.

As we exchange gifts and share in the
warmth of festive gatherings, let us not forget the
profound message of Christmas — a message of
hope, love, and the approach-ability of God. The
humble setting of Bethlehem teaches us that God
chooses the ordinary to manifest the
extraordinary, demonstrating that His presence
is not confined to the grandiose but is intimately
woven into the fabric of our everyday lives. In
this Christmas season, let us take solace in the
knowledge that the miracle of Bethlehem
symbolizes God's availability to the entirety of
humanity. The birth of Jesus in a manger in
Bethlehem serves as a timeless reminder that, no
matter where we find ourselves, God is with us,
embracing us in our simplicity and welcoming
us into the profound journey of faith and love.
May this Christmas be a celebration of the
accessible, relatable, and ever-present God who
chose Bethlehem to bring forth the greatest gift
ofall — His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

- Shilna Biju
Queenship of Mary Church, Barmer

Year of Blessing 2024

Lamentations 3/22-23 says, “The
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His
mercies never come to an end, they are new
every morning”.Life is never about what
happens to us. Life is about our perspective and
our thoughts in response to what happens to us. It

“Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently needed.” (DCE, 36)
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is about our words and behavior in response to
what happens to us. Life is about how we think,
we perceive, we see, we speak, we behave, when
whatever happens, happen. Waiting does not
change life. Preparations change life. And sowe
have a few more days to enter well prepared in
this coming year.

I need to take care of small little things.
Those little habits, little situations, little
behaviors, little ways of thinking It is the small
little changes that need to be done everyday. Big
changes require small steps daily. Every
moment of our life needs to be new. Every
second of our life is like a grain of sand at a time
in a hourglass. Once it's gone, the second of our
time is gone forever, never more to come back.
We get to live only once. Let's not waste a single
moment of our life in this year 2024.Be the best
version of yourself. I am a Child of God. I am
very dear to Him. God loves me.

If we bring even 1% change in ourselves
every single day on a daily basis for 1 year,
then by the end of 1 year, there will be 37%
change in us.

le, 101% =101/100 =1.01 raised to 366
days =37.78%. when we change by 1% each
day in the positive direction =37.78%. butif we
change by 1%each day in an
opposite/negative/down direction, then we go
down by just 1% on a daily basis which
means..99/100=0.99 raised to 366=0.02%=0.

Each day we are surrounded by lower
vibration by different people. But we need to
grow by 1% daily. This little increment of 1%
which we bring in ourselves. But if we take care
of small things, the 1% change will go
upwards. The people around us, each one will
have different behavior. Someone's mind is
disturbed. Someone is confused and sad.
Someone is very stable and powerful. But since
many people are not taking care of their mind
these days, they are creating a lot of
complications in their mind. This will reflect in
their words and behavior. It affects our

relationship. So let's just make this 1%
change. No matter how people around us
behave; we understand it was according to their
state of mind. Let's bring 1% change in
ourselves. My behavior 1% change will change
my way of thinking.

Firstly, Let's change our way of
speaking. The other person might behave in
different ways. Sometimes they speak lovingly,
sometimes rudely. Sometimes they shout at you
and sometimes they ignore you. There can be
times when they won't even look at you. They
can even spread false rumors about you. They
might say unpleasant things right on your face.
That is all about them. It is their personality.
They are going through ups and downs
internally so they need to take care of
themselves. But how should I take care of
myself in these moments? So that I do not get
affected by the emotional fluctuations which
they are going through.

Secondly, we are going to protect
ourselves from Emotional Infections. We
should not let the vibrations of their state of mind
reach us. Because if I don't take care, their
vibrations will drag me down by 1% whereas I
need to go 1% upward daily. Let's not change our
behavior, in response to their behavior. Why are
we changing our behavior according to people's
behavior? Why are we not able to hold on to who
we are? It's only because we say, “They did this
tome, why should I speak respectfully”?

Let's take care and decide one thing today
especially in this coming year, "'l am who I am”
, avery beautiful, a pure, a peaceful person. Each
one of us is a child of God, and we are
surrounded by God's children. Our behavior
should not change according to people. Let's
take personal guarantee of ourselves. Keep
improving 1% upward daily by our words and
behavior. Untouched and Uninfluenced by
emotional infections around us. Let's not speak
negative about anyone with others.

- Sr. Elizabeth Fernandes

“The State may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee religious freedom and harmony between the followers of different religions.” (DCE, 28a)
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“God's passionate love for his people... is so great that it turns God against himself, his love against his justice.” (DCE, 10)
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AJMER DEANERY NEWS

ONE MORE NEW MISSION
STATION IN
THE DIOCESE OF AJMER

Rt. Rev. Pius Thomas D' Souza- the
Bishop of Ajmer has blessed and inaugurated
another new Mission station in Sumerpur. in the
district of Pali. The New station is in Kholiwara,
on enroute to Sumerpur- Jawai bandh Road.

The Diocese had purchased twenty bighas
ofland in Sumerpur in the year 2015. The bishop
officially appointed Fr. Susai Manickam in July,
2023 as the first full time Priest in charge of the
station and entrusted the responsibility of
establishing and developing the new Mission.
Father Susai, staying in Pali, driving to the site at
regular intervals, began the process of land
conversion, preparing documents, obtaining
necessary permissions and establishing a
residence for the priest. The building work was
given to Mr. Rishi Bhansiwar from Ajmer.

November 01, 2023 the Bishop of Ajmer,
Rt. Rev. Pius Thomas D' Souza, Blessed and
inaugurated the Priests new residence, laid the
foundation stone for the upcoming school- (St.
Paul's, Sumerpur) building and entrusted the
New Mission station to the Patronage of St.
Anthony, in the presence of Priests and
Religious sisters.

Father Susai Manickam began staying in
Sumerpur from 1st November 2023 onwards
and serving the station. If ever one would like to
visit the place, you need to drive towards Jawai
bandh road for approximately two km. When
you reach the Government Agricultural college,
continue driving 500 meters ahead and you will
find a board showing Koliwara - you need to
take a turn and drive for 3minutes more and there
you will find the site. Please do visit.

- Fr. Susai Manickam
Priest In charge, Sumerpur.
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“I cannot possess Christ just for myself; | can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own.” (DCE, 14)
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“In the saints one thing becomes clear: those who draw near to God do not withdraw from men, but rather become truly close to them.” (DCE, 42)
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KOTA DEANERY NEWS

Confirmation

at St. Joseph the worker Parish Kota Jn.

On 31" Oct, 2023, it was a great day indeed
for the parishioners of St. Joseph the Worker's
Church, Kota, when our 10 youth received the
Sacrament of Confirmation, which is indeed the
final step towards the Christian Initiation.

Our ten children were prepared and
catechized by our Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Martin
Anto, Rev. Sr. Jayanti PHJC and Mr Anil Papan.
The ten candidates along with their parents
entered the church in solemn procession as
soldiers of Christ along with our bishop Rt. Rev.

Pius D'Souza and our priests Rev. Fr. Martin,
Rev. Fr. Sijin, Rev. Fr. Joseph Crasta, and Rev.
Fr. Robin. The entire Eucharistic service was
well prepared and all the candidates participated
with a sense of spirituality. The Mass readings,
Pledge before the Holy Spirit, prayers of the
faithful and offertory all were being beautifully
done by the candidates. The melodious singing
of our choir added fervour to the mass and made
the atmosphere more prayerful and divine.

Rev. Fr. Robin in his homily exhorted the
importance of the Holy Spirit and it's gift and
fruits. He made them to realize about the Holy
Spirit as a precious gift in our life and to be
happy and spread out the love of Jesus and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit by living an exemplary
life with the Holy Spirit.

The candles were lit and the prayer of
confirmation was read which was followed by
the examination of the candidates by the Bishop.
The bishop then laid his hands on the candidates
and sealed them with the Holy Spirit as he
applied the Sacred Chrism on their foreheads.
They were supported by their sponsors Mr.
Kristy Fernandez and Mrs. Florence Fernandez.

At the end of mass the Bishop presented to
the confirmed candidates certificates and a
rosary for each of them. Thereafter there was
felicitation ceremony for the confirmed
candidates and then all partook in the banquet,
which was sponsored by the parents of the
confirmation children. Thank You,

- Edna Fernandez

“We need to build a just social order in which all receive their share of the world's goods and no longer have to depend on charity.” (DCE, 26)
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Holy Childhood Sunday

St Joseph the Worker's Church,
Kota Jn.

On 29" October 2023, we celebrated Holy
Childhood Sunday in our parish, St Joseph the
Worker's Church, Kota Jn. The Mass was offered
by our Parish Priest Rev. Fr Martin Anto and Fr
Sijin Paul. The liturgy was prepared by the Youth
keeping in mind all the children of our parish.

After the Eucharistic celebration, there
was another celebration where all the children of
our parish were gathered together for a half day
programme to learn and to grow with the Lord.
The programme began with a short prayer and
some actions songs conducted by the parish
youth. Then an introduction session was
conducted by Fr Martin, where he highlighted
the importance of the role of children in the
church and why Holy Childhood Day is
celebrated.

Soon after the break, the second session
was on Holy Eucharist, it was conducted by Fr
Sijin, where he highlighted the importance of

Holy Eucharist in our life and how we should
approach and participate in the Holy Eucharist.
He highlighted on the Eucharistic Miracles and
on the Life of Ajna George the Nightingale of
Eucharist.

The third session was on the Bible, which
was taken by Fr Martin where he explained to us
in anutshell about our religious book Bible.

Along, with these sessions we had a lot of
action songs, games, group activities etc. After

all the sessions and different activities, we had a
special time with the Lord as we had a special
conducted prayer session for our children, by
our youth. A game of Biblical housie was
conducted and then prizes were awarded to the
winners of different activities. Fr Martin also
distributed chocolates and other prizes to all who
participated.

It was a wonderful and amazing day, we
the children and youth cherished the day as we
learned a lot and even participated with lots of
enthusiasm and vigour. Thanks to our Fr Martin,
Fr Sijin, youth and the volunteers who helped us
during the programme. May God bless you all
for uniting us together. Thank you,

- Fabian Anthony

Inter-Parish Matches

On 22" October 2023, it was a joyful day
as there were Inter parish Volleyball and
Basketball Friendly Matches held in St Paul's
School Mala Road. The matches were organized
at the deanery level by our dean Rev Fr Martin
Anto and hosted in St. Paul's School Mala Road.
The tough competition was between St Michael
Church, Michalpura; St Paul Church,
Vallabnagar; and St Joseph the Worker's Church,
KotaJn.

First the Vollyball match started with great
zeal and enthusiasm where there was a spirited
competition between the players and finally St.
Joseph Church excelled and took the first
position. St. Michael Church was the First
Runner up and St. Paul's Church was the second
Runner up.

Soon after the enthrallment of Volleyball
Match, there was an intense basketball match
where all witnessed a lot of close contests with
each team jumping and leaping to score baskets.
In the end St. Joseph Church again was the
winners, St. Paul's Church was the First Runner
up and St. Michael Church was the second
Runner up.

“The one who serves does not consider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation at the moment may be.” (DCE, 35)
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All the teams were encouraged with
spectators of all three Parishes. The
competitions came to an end with the
distributions of beautiful trophies to the
respective winners as others cherished the
refreshments. Everything was well organized,
entertaining and exhilarating. We the members
of Kota deanery look forward for such
enthusiastic sports and other events in the
coming future. Thanks to all for participating
and partaking in the sports activities as players
and spectators.

- Delicia Lobo
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Parish Feast Day

at St. Theresa's Parish, Jodhpur

Every parishioner awaits 1% October the
Parish Feast Day. This year 1" was a Sunday
and the celebration was to begin at 10.30 am. But
as it was the first day of October, we had the

“God loves us, he makes us see and experience his love, and since he has “loved us first”, love can also blossom as a response within us.” (DCE, 17)

PAGE 14

Rajasthan(€alling

DECEMBER 2023




Rosary at 10.00 am and the Solemn Mass
Concelebrated by Bishop Pius D'Souza and
eleven Priests. The welcome and theme of the
Mass was presented by Miss Cindrella the youth
Secretary.

The Bishop incensed the altar, incensed
the statue of St. Theresa and garlanded it. Then
began the Mass. After a long time we had the
Bible Procession with Fr. Amit bringing the
Lectionary, Bishop installing, garlanding and
doing the arti to the Word of God. Fr. Susai gave
a stirring homily based on the life of St. Theresa
and its relevance for us.

It was the youth who were chosen for the
prayer of the faithful and petitions which were
offered for all. The offertory had a number of
parishioners offering gifts for the needs of the
Church and the people. The choir led the singing
with hymns well chosen for the celebration and
well sung.

At the end there was a group photo of the
celebrants followed by mementos presented to
the celebrants. Then followed a sumptuous
lunch and a lot of chatting as it was a chance to
meet Parishioners of other Parishes in Jodhpur.

All returned home awaiting the
celebration next year.

Children’s Fest 2023

Sunday 29th October ’23 was an amazing
Day for all the children of St Theresa’s Church,
as the Parish celebrated Children's Fest. The day
began with the Holy mass. After the Mass all the

children gathered in the Church hall and the
celebration which started with an action song.

Fr. Aubert our Parish priest educated us
about the Holy childhood and how children are
to help needy children. Soon yummy breakfast
was served with French fries,

Smilies, Frooti...etc. Everyone enjoyed
the breakfast. Then was the best part for us i.e..
GAMES which were conducted by the Youth of
our Parish.

We played Marble and Spoon, Simple
Simon, Bursting the balloon, etc.. and
thoroughly enjoyed each moment. To refill our
energy we had Vanila and Strawberry Ice Cream.

After that we saw a Saint movie of “St.
Joseph of Cupertino” the flying Saint. The day
came to an end by delicious lunch. Then Fr.
Aubet felicitated all with gifts for everyone and
prizes to the well deserved winners.

We thank Fr. Aubert our Parish priest for
his unconditional love, Mrs. & Mr. Shibu for
their planning, work & support, the youth -
Cinderella Di, Ashely Di, Stephen Bhaiya,
Michelle di and all the other Youth of our parish
for making this day a joyful and a memorable
day forall of us!

- Ruth Shibu

“Love is the only light—that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and working.” (DCE, 39)
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October Rosary Month

at St. Theresa Catholic Church, Jodhpur

October Month is a month dedicated to
Mother Mary and eagerly awaited by many
catholic devotees across the globe to invoke the
intercession and blessings of our dear Mama
Mary. St. Theresa Parish was no exception, as
we guided by our Parish Priest — Fr. Aubert
embarked on this Spiritual journey to have
'Rosary in each home of our parish'. Three rosary
teams were formed and out of 6 zones of Parish
each team was assigned two zones each.

An extensive day wise list of families of
the Parish was listed and each team was sent out
with a mission of praying the rosary. All families
received the members with wide open arms, it
was not only a time to devout ourselves and our
home to dear Mother's care but also a time for
evening fellowship for nearby families which
often due to our 'busy' schedule or various other
reasons was sidelined. The two commandments
of love thy God and thy neighbour was
manifested in full glory during every evening
spiritual fellowship gathering on the pretext of
rosary.

It was even a time for intercession, during
which we stormed heavens by praying
unceasingly for various intentions. Intentions
ranging for our Holy Catholic Church,
intentions of pope, mission areas, new
vocations, dioceses, parishes, priests, religious,
sick and elderly parishioners, families, youth

and children. The need and power of
intercessory prayers was affirmed, and a culture
of continuous prayer was desired upon as days
passed.

By end of the month, we covered almost
80 families, our hearts were filled with gratitude
to our dear Mother Mary who walked with us
each day guiding and inspiring us. The month
concluded with a Rosary Procession, Holy Mass
& small get together of faithful on Oct 31st .
Each parishioner was in awe of the power of
rosary that the month had brought in their lives
and vowed to continue this dedication to Mother
Mary as we bid farewell to the month of Ocober.
A month indeed filled with Blessings.

May our Mother Mary bless all families.
- Shibu Devasia.

ST. PIUS X CHURCH, JHALAMOND
Christ the King Feast

We the St. Pius X parish celebrated the
feast of Christ the King in a very special way. All
the parishioners assembled in school quadrangle
to pray for different intentions. The day began
with the adoration and a special blessing by the
main celebrant. We proceeded towards the
church in a procession with the Blessed
Sacrament.

A special liturgy was organized. Parish
priest Fr. David John preached the homily and
highlighted the Kingship of Jesus. The Kingship
of Jesus is the kingdom of Love, Peace, Joy and
service to the humanity. Jesus walked to have

“So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love.” (DCE, 10)
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one sheepfold and never wanted anyone to be
astray.

After the mass, parishioners gathered together
for refreshment expressing their solidarity and
happiness.

- Sr. Flory D'Monty

Don Bosco

A Beacon of Hope for the Youth

"Education is the key to unlocking the
potential of every child.” -Don Bosco

(Don Bosco believed that education was the
most important tool for helping children reach
their full potential. He dedicated his life to
providing education to the poor and
marginalized, and his schools helped to
transform the lives of countless
young people).

Don Bosco, the Italian
Catholic priest who dedicated his
life to the education and welfare of
underprivileged youth, stands as a
towering figure of compassion
and inspiration. His life, filled
with unwavering faith,
unwavering dedication, and
unwavering love, offers a wealth
of life lessons that continue to
resonate with people of all ages,
particularly the youth.

1. The Power of Education :-

Don Bosco believed firmly in the
transformative power of education. He
recognized that education not only equips
individuals with knowledge and skills but also
instills in them values, character, and a sense of
purpose. He established schools and vocational
training centers for the poor and marginalized,
providing them with opportunities to learn,
grow, and become productive members of
society.

2. Unconditional Love and Acceptance
:- Don Bosco's approach to the youth was
characterized by unconditional love and
acceptance. He saw the potential in every child,
regardless of their background or circumstances.
He believed that every child deserved a chance
to succeed and that love and acceptance were the
cornerstones of personal growth.

3. The Importance of Play and
Recreation: - Don Bosco recognized the
importance of play and recreation in the holistic
development of young people. He incorporated
games, sports, and other forms of entertainment
into his educational programs, understanding
that these activities not only provided joy and
relief but also fostered teamwork, creativity, and
social skills.

4. The Value of Preventive Education:-
Don Bosco emphasized the importance
of preventive education, believing
that it was better to prevent
problems from arising than to deal
with their consequences later. He
focused on teaching young people
about moral values, ethical
decision-making, and responsible
behavior, empowering them to
make positive choices in their
lives.

5. The Strength of Faith :-

Don Bosco's life was deeply

rooted in faith, which served as a

guiding force in his work with the

youth. He instilled in them the belief

in the goodness of humanity, the power

of forgiveness, and the importance of living a
life of purpose and meaning.

Don Bosco's life lessons continue to offer
invaluable guidance to the youth of today. His
unwavering belief in the potential of young
people, his commitment to education and
personal development, and his unwavering faith
in humanity serve as a beacon of hope for a
brighter future. His legacy reminds us that every

“Love is ... liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery and indeed the discovery of God.” (DCE, 6)
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child deserves a chance to shine, and that
through love, compassion, and education, we
can empower the youth to become agents of
positive change in the world.

Don Bosco's life stands as a testament to
the power of love, compassion, and education.
His unwavering dedication to the youth, his
belief in their potential, and his commitment to
their holistic development continue to inspire
and guide generations. His life lessons offer
valuable insights into the importance of
nurturing the youth, fostering their personal
growth, and empowering them to make a
positive impact on the world. As we reflect on
Don Bosco's remarkable legacy, let us recommit
ourselves to creating a world where every child
has the opportunity to thrive, reach their full
potential, and become a beacon of hope for a
brighter future.

Viva Don Bosco!!!

- Sr. Melania, MSA
Mother House

adfeRg2Ia
(areuEEds WRA b gaR)

MR 6T S8R By 989 Y R 2 |
FEd 2 & 65000 TS Ug, MY w7 A1
B AT, BIhT W
YR SuHEredy H ugd
of | sfoerd wear ® f ded
qRTT AT AFG 3Tl A

ST 30000 99 UBSl Sferor
U3 H & o |

1941 TATET & T
qRI d=T-dl &
2000 $9T U4 3T gRT MR SUARIEIT &
AR IR 99 Y Ica) AT 7ed HRd H U
faemfid wrar &1 =T fhar 1= | R &x
dfes qwIaT Ped & | I8 I o | 97 &

AT E¥ha off 3R o afds & & 918 9
Wuﬁa%ﬂmﬁqﬁiggsmm—c{ﬁw
gH BT 4 o5, I@T T | S I ARIATY
I 83 o g BT IgHT B3Nl | 39 UBR
R ¥ &g GAT BT FATIL 83T | Tg T &3
3791 31T H Yot o &fiR g At & Ufy JiRen
G I| 39 BT FII 9T 3N © &
TS W BHRT a—=Idl GUTH | 39 oSS &
| RA o iR A1 7 Th S BRI
DI 3T TS | TAR T BT AAE AR],
8 & SR < B Uh gHRUE I
NG foar T | (1976 # i R &
AfeaE @1 SaTeiNdl Heed YRd @
AT BT URCATIAT DT LH=RUeT AT 2 )

YRA & YN sfe™ H, &9 qw @
AR & h AEaqul 2 @ ' Rk
YR SUABIGAIT g™l & R e,
rerfa g e e oM, oiF o oiR R o
BT ST B, e AFfed w9 A
TRATIEH AT BT D BT H ST ST § |

2011V & AR AR Bl 79.8
gferera JMmaTal g 7 | 14.2 Ufrerd ¥ 2.3
gfcrerd g8 W™ B 1.7 ufowa e
G 0.7 AIGY &H BT AT aTel & | AR 0.4

gfererd I € BT ITel B
Irel B | IR 99 9 IgaT O
B W YR W UH U

%

SR

4
%
e

THRT & =Y | ATE AT © | Iq1 ATl 3

“Only if | serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he loves me.” (DCE, 18)
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SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

“The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.” (DCE, 22)
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Steps of Developing
Nutrition Garden
at Home

Creating a small backyard nutritional
garden in winter can be a rewarding and
sustainable way to grow fresh vegetables. Here's
a step-by-step guide to help you get started:

1. Choose the Right Vegetables:

e Opt for cold-hardy vegetables that thrive in
winter conditions. Some examples include
spinach, cauliflower, carrots, radishes, beetroot,
fenugreek, lettuce, and broccoli.

2. Select an Appropriate
Location:

¢ Choose a spot in your backyard
that receives ample sunlight, at
least 6 hours a day.

e Ensure good drainage to
prevent waterlogging, which
can harm plant roots.

3.Prepare the Soil:

e Test your soil to understand its

composition. Most vegetables

prefer well-draining soil with a

slightly acidic to neutral pH.

e Enrich the soil with compost or well-rotted
manure to provide essential nutrients. Goat
manure, poultry waste and vermi compost are
very effective organic manures for vegetables.

4.Build Raised Beds or Containers:

e If your location or soil isn't ideal, consider
creating raised beds or using containers filled
with a high-quality potting mix.

¢ Raised beds can help with drainage and can be
filled with a customized soil mix.

5.Plan Your Layout:

e Arrange your plants strategically, considering
their height, sunlight requirements, and spacing.

e Group plants with similar water and sunlight
needs together.

6. Protect Against Frost:

e Use row covers, cloches, plastic sheets, or cold
frames to protect plants from frost. These can
provide a few extra degrees of warmth and
extend the growing season.

7. Watering:

e Water your plants consistently, but be mindful
not to overwater. In winter, plants generally
need less water than in warmer months.

e Water in the morning to allow excess
moisture to evaporate during the day, reducing
the risk of fungal diseases.

8. Mulch:

¢ Apply a layer of mulch around your plants to

retain soil moisture and regulate temperature.
e Mulching also helps suppress
weeds, which can compete with
your vegetables for nutrients.

9. Fertilize:

e Use a balanced, slow-release
organic growth promoters to
provide nutrients throughout the
growing season i.e. Jeevamrit,
Vermi Compost etc. (You can
buy “Vermi Compost” at
RCDSSS, Madar, Ajmer very
reasonably)

10. Monitor Pests and
Diseases:
o Keep an eye out for pests and diseases, even in
winter. Insects and fungal issues can persist.
e Consider using organic pest control methods
i.e. fencing your garden with flower plants,
using Dashparni Ark, Lamit Ark etc. and remove
any infected plants promptly.

By following these steps, you can create a
successful and productive winter vegetable
garden in your small backyard. Enjoy the fresh,
nutritious produce that you've grown yourself!

- Manish Singh
Sr. Manager, Disha RCDSSS

“The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.” (DCE, 25b)
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“My deep personal sharing in the needs and sufferings of others becomes a sharing of my very self with them.” (DCE, 34)

DECEMBER 2023 Rajasﬁhan Calling PAGE 21



ST U 3R el F S9! a1l Bl Gl &g SIdbT A1 URac &l Sl & | FedTs 3R el
I Bl ST 8, R SHDT ATHAT BRAT IS | I HH BT &H & S JHT AT © | b
gH PR AR W AT TSl 8, Sidich BH B W SR Pl Ga &1 o1 Usdl & | &g T &
JIT—ATY HH BT UTeid T B | HH 1 &5 gH AN UR of ST | $3R I 8, 3R U g,
IR SII9 © | AT @F 9T} BT AN, $IAR P ITE R A |

T Rl AT AT

SANIE 61:1-2, 10-11 1 AAANIDAI 5:16-24 A ATSH 1:6-8, 19-28

Fera : T # U TR @ ST BIFT SRed] 181 814, U SN & foTg BT STl 81T 2 |
& IR ARG ANT T AR & fofg & Siid © | S Ay Aderd & oy $9ar g ©
3R S FRA | T 7T Siaielell iR SUQY & RT SER & IH Fwal G 2 | 77dT
STATE 3 T7ef # B &, 9 < Y3 599 B & forq 9oT 8 o H €gel ged arell Bl avey
Ho, AT DT WA BT A2 AT, | T4 DI PHUT BT a¥ BT B | ST IR B AT
DI G PR D [T AE BT ST Il & AR G8 [l S A 99 Bl 3267 DI YRI bRl & |
A T4 UforamT 3R g Iftaedr & THE FHIrR 2 | ST SiiToll § 3R UgTel # &l By
UG TN B IS AR SR Yob FAH of | ST AR 3R T8l o, b d 71ab iR Frev o,
AT I 1l BT G-I & o7, I UTH AT B o | UTd & T GOl 3R S¥aR A 7 S
P foTU GITT Bl 9187 B o | ST U HIF SEIY T "SR BT IoT” 3R Iqd {10 7 39
ST T TRIR BRAT | ST DI ¥R DI HUT T4l el T ST9 78 MU SR ST SR
fears XM | 99 BT AR GIR B & oY SR @ & @l 1 9y & ST Wik dIR
PR D OTY I URARIY BT SUST <l & | 98 RN« AT AR Ieb! qrdl Bl IR,
i1 UB 0T fhaT | 89 (919 g & 9y &l arofl G, Bad Bl Yg < | gH[al iR A
BT AT BN | IS qar 8T AN TR Fel | 9 BT 1T BAR Gl 7 11U 81 114 |

JATHA <RI ST TAAT

2 QYT 7:1-5, 8-12,14,16  JAfAAT 16:25-27 A<l [ 1:26-38

formm: T R agt 921 8 STt 59 Wefer dRcl 21 wirare agt i €, STef &1 T8 BRd € |
$39R TR oIy 999 Q0 B, BART 91T < € 81k & FTerd WY € | S3aR &) 1S RIg Ol kg
Bl 8 | =T foraen +ft Ragant | SRaTot 9€ &) T, BT i & AT 317G 31T &1 I © | JMTf &
uTel H Y IG B ST B U= B 3cad TIRT IR Al ARIH T WEigd VA B G B
Hare, foTaH TRATER B1 AISTHT DI WEigd AHSI &, U1 90 © | BB Hedyol ardl IR 84
foremR N | 3]G AT BT 31 : A A AT AT ‘ST’ ¥ AT 7 | ‘ST SRS J eI
ATHT “ATLLRM A AT & | ST 31ef B "SR TART SERS & | Sfd HHI 8 W &1 9 o &,
AT 89 3ol 9 Pl 8, "2 U B9 SER Bx | I8 U T & | U xT 41 31ef & S%a” &1 39
qfth & | g9 Badl 8, 98 I B ofH <1 IR IHBT M TG T | i I8 379 AR Pl

“I must give to others not only something that is my own, but my very self; | must be personally present in my gift.” (DCE, 34)
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“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, | can give to others much more than their outward necessities.” (DCE, 18)
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With Best Compliments from

Castelino Eye Foundation

We organized 15 Medical Camps on World Sick Day

from 11-2-2008 to 11-2-2023
Best medical professionals from Fortis / SDMT / SMS / Drishti Eye
Hospital etc. treated 50000 patients with free food and medicines
On World Sight Day 11.10.2023 we organized a Brim Rally of 1000
senior children from Jaishree Parlour to Saint Francis Xaviors Sr.
School, Newta.

Covering Crisis 2020-21 distributed
a) funded by Fr. George Kamnathan, Bangalore Hope Foundation
Mothers Meal Kit to 20 mothers.
b) Funded by our own appeals another 20 mothers in 2021-22
c) Funded by AU Bank Small Finance another 20 mothers
Funded by our own another 27 mothers in 2023-24

Pray to reach 1000 mothers in Pink City

Jesus said, “Let no man go hungry.”

Micheal Castelino
CEO — Director
Castelino Eye Foundation

We have 80G Tax Examption Certificate




KARUNALAYA FEAST, AJMER KARUNALAYA FEAST, AJMER CHURCH FEAST DAY AT BHAWANIKHERA

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION, PSA SPIRITUAL REATREAT AT BHAWANIKHERA

HOLY CHILDHOOD AT §T JOSEPH THE WORKER'S CHURCH, KOTA JN. ROSARY MONTH, JODHPUR ROSARY MONTH, JODHPUR

OUR NEW MISSION STATION AT SUMERPUR

CHILDREN FEST AT ST. THERESA CHURCH, JODHPUR ~ FEAST DAY AT ST. THERESA CHURCH, JODHPUR ALL SOULS DAY, ST. MICHAEL’ CHURCH SUKET
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